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they had ever become acquainted at all/ and 
made an inquiry to that purport. 

'' Why/' returned her Ladyship^ ^' Colonel 
' Buckhurst called with him one evening at 
my house ! I know nothing of him^ except 
that he appears to be very vulgar^ and equally 
good tempered/' and having said this^ she 
directly changed the conversation; but 
Amica did not so immediately dismiss the 
subject from her mind; she conceived that 
there must be some reason why a woman of 
Liady Deilaval's freedom of speech and 
action^ had not passed a severer judgement 
upon a man so entirely out of her sphere ag 
Jarvis Block ; why she had not laughed at a 
man of the Colonel's fashion for acknow- 
ledging such an acquaintance ; and why 
she had troubled herself to inyent an excuse 
for sending him from her in the pack with an 
appearance of civility^ instead of cutting him 
with the coolness and effrontery natural to 
characters like her own. 

That there must be some motive for her, 

conduct Amica could not help discovering, 

although she had no clue for unravelling 

that motive; but as this is not a book of 

b3 
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mysteries, onr readers shall have a hint of the 
hidden cause before we proceed. 

Lady Deliayal had resolved upon appear- 
ing at her own mask'd fSte as an Egyptian 
princess ; she had devised in her own mind 
a most superb dress for the character, but 
she had for some time been at a great loss 
where to get it embroidered, as she had 
determined to tell the world that it was her 
own work, and dared not trust to any of the. 
milliners of fashion to provide her Vith a 
person adequate to the'lask, lest fhey should 
contradict the story she intended to circulate ' 
cf her own industry and ingenuity. 

To no one therefore durst she impart the 
secret of her design but to her confidental 
waiting woman, whom she dispatched to 
summon to her presence a Madame Le Blanc, 
an unfortunate emigree, who had advertised 
herself in one of the morning papers as being 
reduced to the necessity of maintaining her- 
self by her needle, and as particularly skilful 
in works of fancy and embroidery. 

Mada^me Le Blanc obeyed the call of h8r 
Ladyship with great thankfulness, and having 
displayed specimens of her talents with which 
Lady Dellaval was pleased^ and promised 
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inviolable secrecy with regard to the task 
Avliich it was required of her to perform j 
she received #in order for the splendid set of 
habiliments her Ladyship had already de^ 
vised, and which received many material 
improvements both in form and decoration^ 
from the taste of Madame Le Blanc. 

Whilst the work was in hand, Madame Le 
Blanc was directed to call upon her Ladyship 
every other morning, in order that she might 
inspect her progress; these directions the 
emigree cheerfully obeyed; and at her de- 
parture from the house on one of these days, 
she was met upon the stairs by Colonel Buck-^ 
hurst, who was ascending them to pay a 
morning visit to her Ladyship. 

Both the person and form of the emigree 
were of a superior and fascinating kind, and 
they immediately made an impression on the 
heart of the Colonel; the little box which she 
carried in her hand, explained to him that 
she was not in a situation in life which forbad 
bim to encourage such ideas as had instantly 
started into his brain concerning her ; and he 
returned to the hall to inquire of the footman 
who had let her out, who, and what she was ? 
B 4 
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The servant replied, " That he kne^ 
nothing of her, except that she was a French- 
W^oman, and came to the house, as he believed, 
to receive charity from his Lady/' — This idea 
her Ladyship's confidential woman had circu- 
lated in the family, purposely to cover the real 
cause of her frequent calls. 

If the Colonel wsls sometimes at a loss how 
to answer the demands of his tradesmen for 
the payment of their bills, he always found 
the means of raising a sum of money sufiScient 
for the purchase of any pleasure of which he 
desired the enjoyment : he heard with satis- 
faction that Za Belle Emigree was in a situa* 
tion to require the relief of the benevolent, 
and he determined, with the hastiness natural 
to men of fervid passions, unacquainted with 
the controul of reason, to learn from Lady 
Dellaval who her pensioner was, and to offer 
himself before her, as her most liberal friend. 

Thus resolved he ran up to her Ladyship's 
dressing room, which their intimacy had 
given him the privilege of entering ; and his 
first address to her was the inquiry uppermost 
in his thoughts: — Her Ladyship was suffici- 
ently initiated into every branch of the tan, 
not to feel any sympton approaching to the 
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mounting of blood up to her cheeks^ at 
question of this nature^ and with an in 
telligent smile^ she replied, '' You shaJ 
not know from me, I protest/' 

'' Vm a Dutchman if I don't/' cried th 
Colonel. 

''I swear by pam and flush you shal 
not/' returned lady DellavaL "You ar 
now in arrears to me; I have made si: 
or seven Lansquenet parties f^r yoi 
within the last six weeks, and ybu hav 
not introduced any body new to my hous 
within as many months/' 

Many of the expressions and articles o 
the system of fashionables require to b 
written with notes for the accommodatioi 
t)f such of our readers as are not initi 
ated into their mysteries, and we conceive 
themti) be requisite upon Lady Dellaval's las 
speech. 

We havp already said, that it was by i 
general plan of accommodation to th< 
loungers of ton, that Lady Delia val main- 
tained her rank at the head of the fashion , 
— amongst her most favourite votaries wai 
Colonel Buckhurst; on one account be- 
cause he vvas as much the fashion as her- 
B 5 / • '' 
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•elf; on another, because he was fond of 
that kind of play by the encouragement 
iff which he led other fashionable gam- 
blers to her house : — Her Ladyship kept a 
pharo banK, and it wa«r whispered abbuty 
that the Colonel had half of it> and that 
It was a very lucraiive firm: But still 
though fully satisfied with hef colleague, 
she did not permit him to be an useless' 
adherent; if was she who furnished the? 
rooms, the candles, the refreshments, the' 
cards, &c. and she requited of him to in- 
troduce new faces to the table :-^In doing 
this hd^^l^r lately bieen deficient, notwith- 
ifttaYiding shc^ h&d lately changed her gamef 
to Lansquenet, for his accommodation, and 
bad gained nothing by -the alteration but 
the honour of seeing Lord Loscall pigeon-^ 
€d in her rookery withoift coming in for' 
a share of his feathers :-^From this cir- 
cumstance arose the accusation which she 
lureferred against him ; and »he was a6lu-« 
ted by far other motives ithan delicacy in 
lefusing to inform him, of Madame Le 
Blanc's name and place of abode. 

'' m tell you what, Buckhurst," she 
went on, '"you know it is not particularly 
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my system to want to win, but you might 
have considered the expence my fSte will 
put me to, and invited some of those 
young fellows who will lose their money 
either at one place or anothet, to my 
house." 

'^ Pshaw, nonsense, curse talking about 
all that now/' cried the Colonel, '* Tve 
ordered you a diamond feather, to be 
home on the morning of your ball; — and 
now where does this delightful French 
girl live ?" 

^'That's rational in you," returned her 
Ladyship ; *' let me have a buckle to cor-? 
respond with it for my waist, will 
you ?*' 

''Upon my soul you shall/' replied the 
Colonel,-^'' come, her name ?" , 

*' As soon as ever I have seen one 
new face at the Pharo t^e^'^ she re- 
turned. 

'^ Damn it, you are Xoo exorbitant ; 
upon my soul you are,** cried the Colo- 
nel, — ''' come don't be a fool, DePaval/* 

'^ I don't intend it,'* replied she, '* ai)d 
therefore I stick to my text.'* 
B6 
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The Colonel threw himself upon the 
sofa^ and sat beating his boot with a ha- 
zel twig, which at the present moment of 
his disappointment and passion, he would 
hav^ felt ^o remorse in applying to the 
back of her Ladyship, who stood mean- 
while before the glass fitting on a new 
headndress, and humming a favourite Po* 

lacca. 

Suddenly starting from his seat, the Co- 
lonel broke silence by exclaiming^ " III 
tell you what, I have just now thought 
of a fellow that would think it the great- 
est honor you could do him, to take a 
hundred or two guineai off his hands/' 

'' Who is he ? any-hody ?" asked Lady 
Dellaval, '^ because I am at home, to abQut 
seventy to night/* 

"Oh no, he wonl do for that,'* re- 
turned the Colonel^ "he is quite an ani- 
mal, though iRnonstrous dasher in his own 
way/* 

'' Has he no name ?** inquired her Lar 
dyship ; and the Colonel immediately grar 
tified her with a short sketch of the his- 
tory of Jarvis Block ; which having con^ 
eluded ia very few wordsj. he added^ '' Na 
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hell only do for one of your snugs — ^Well, 
what do you say^ shall I bring him?'' 

After some hesitation^ her Ladyship re- 
plied^ '' that fond as she was of new ac* 
quaintance^ still she could not f^ear tuI* 
gar wretches^ and that nothing should in-* 
duce her to tolerate theui^ but the im- 
mense expence she was going to be at 
for her approaching fete ; but that on this 
sole consideration^ the Colonel might brin^ 
him to her house on the following even"* 
ing, when she would invite two or three 
intimates who were too much in love with 
cards to care with whom they played^ just 
to make a party at vingt-un ** 

It was agreed that Mr. Jarvis Block's 
introdu6lion to the vingt-un table of Lady 
Dellaval should be the price of the Colo- 
nel's being made acquainted with the name 
of the fair Emigree ; and ^Pi)n this they 
parted; — Her Ladyship well satisfied that 
fihp had been able to get quit of the Co- 
lonel without replying immediately to the 
question which he was anxious to have 
solved ; and on this account^ because she 
dreaded^ that as necessity alone had driv^ 
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the French woman to become the embroi-* 
deress of her Egyptian dress^ should that 
necessity be put a period to by the ge-^ 
fierosity of the Colonel^ her dress might 
never hit finished at all ; and she was 
therefore only desirous of concealing from 
him her name and abode^ till she was cer« 
tain no disappointment could arise to 
herself from making them known io 
him. 

In due time, however, the desired cndg 
of both the parties took place ; Jarvia 
Block was taught vingt-vn at a snug of 
Lady Dellavars, and likp all learners of 
new games in the metropolis,, paid hand- 
somely for his teaching ;—rThe Lady's dia- 
mond feather and buckle, (inimitably ma* 
nufaflured by Dovey) were presented to 
her by the Colonel ; — and her Egyptian 
dress being. IHcewise safely deposited io her 
wardrobe, he obtained from her, without 
farther delay, the information which he 
wished to gain relative to Madame Le 
Blanc : — and here we sliall leave him, 
saying nothing for the present of the 
success which attended his introdu6lion 



of himself to the Belle Emigree, and re- 
turn to Lady Dellaval and Arnica^ who 
had by this time passed the park gate^ 
and \¥ere rattling OTcr the pavement oT 
Piccadilly, 
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CHAPTER 11. 

A young Gentleman, of three score and odd. 

JL HEY had Scarcely reached SAint James's 
Street whea they were passed by an ele- 
gant post chariot and four^ accompanied 
by two out riders, and Lady Dellaval sud- 
denly observing it, exclaimed^ ^^ Bless my 
soul ! I thought he would not have come 
till to-morrow ;'* then with a familiar nod, 
she added, "How do you do ?" in a tone 
scarcely audible to Amica, much less to 
any one in the carriage on the opposite side 
of the street. 

The glasses of the chariot were all 
Si^wn up, and rendered impervious to the 
eye by the breath of those within, whjch 
had colle6led upon them. — Antiica inquired 
to whom the carriage belonged ? 

'^To my father,'' replied Lady Della- 
val, "be is come to town for the winter; 
my fete brings him three weeks sooner than 
his usual time/' 
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Arnica innocently remarked^ that Sir Jas* 
per must enjoy very gopd health to be 
able to derive pleasure from an even- 
ing of that nature at nearly seventy years 
of age^ which she had understood him to 
be. 

^' He is only sixty-five in years, upon 
my honour/' replied her Ladyship, '' but 
in health he is above an hundred ; a 
martyr to the gout, — I engage yoii to 
him for the two first dances on Tuesday 
cvenii^/* 

'' I enter willingly into your joke/' re- 
turned Amica, *' I dare say it is quite 
as unlikely that I shall get any other 
partner, as that I shall dance with Sir 
Jasper." 

*^ I am not joking," Lady Dellaval re- 
plied, '^ I mean as I say, and I assure you 
I feel too much interested in the happi- 
ness that I know he will derive from haif'- 
^ng you for a partner to admit of any 
excuse/' 

Still at a loss to comprehend her mean- 
ing, Amica said, "Surely at sixty-five 
years of age^ and a martyr to the gout. 
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as you have just described Sir Jasper^ lie 
cannot be a dancer/' 

" He exists only at a ball/' cried her 
Ladyship, ''the delight he experiences in 
being a pretty M^oman's partner always 
renders him heroical enough to encounter 
the fatigues of the dance^ though he is cer- 
tain of being laid up with the sciatica 
the very next day, — and it often confines 
him to the sofa for three or four tnonths 
together/' 

Arnica did not express her sentiments, but 
she felt an earnest wish that Sir Jasper 
might not repeat the request for her hand , 
in the dance, which his daughter had al- 
ready advanced for him ; and that she- 
might not be compelled .to be a party 
concerned in subjefiling him to one of 
those martyrdoms of three or four months 

of which Lady Dellaval had spoken. 

They shortly after reached Hanover-Square, 
and nothing farther was said upon the 
subjefii, except that when Arnica was a- 
lighting from the curricle at the door of 
Sir Benjamin Buckhurst's house. Lady Del- 
laval called out, '' Remember the two first 
dances on Tuesday night/' 
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Arnica still hoped that as her Ladyship wad 
very fond of a quiZy she might have beea 
jesting, or, that if she had not. Sir Jasper 
might prove of a different opinion respecting- 
the pleasure to be derived from dancing with 
her to what his daughter had expressed her- 
self to suppose that he would; and thought 
tio more of what had passed, till she was re- 
minded of it on the following day about the 
hour that people of fashion call two o'clock 
in the morning, by the servant opening the 
drawing-room door where she was sitting 
with Lady Buckhurst, and announcing Lady 
Dellaval and Sir Jasper Wormeaten. 

Her Ladyship entered first, and having 
introduced her father to Arnica and Lady 
Biickhurst, she flung herself into a chair, and 
took up a new book which attracted her at- 
tention on the table; leaving the parties just 
become acquainted, to amuse each other as 
they pleased, or as they could. 

Before we proceed to recount in what 
manner the Baronet made his attempt to this 
end, let us give a description of his person : 
his figure was tall^ and his visage lank ; the 
skin of the latter was stretched oyer his jaw 
and cheek bones^ as tightly as the kc^in upoa 
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a lanthorn^ and resembled that material very 
closely in colour ; his eyes were of a light 
grey, and requiried the constant application 
of a cambric handkerchief to imbibe the 
pearly drops with which a weakness in those 
organs was always ca^using them to overflow ; 
hair he had probably none, the deficiency 
was supplied by a wig of so youthful a kind 
as to increase, by the force of contrast, the 
antique appearance of the countenance upon 
whose crown it was perched — toothless, no 
one could with veracity affirm him to be, but 
one tooth alone was visible of those which 
were remaining to him, and this extended 
itself considerably from the left side of his 
upper jaw, which had it been entirely bereft . 
of its ivory appendages, would still have ap- 
peared too prominent by an inch or more for 
the line of beauty, as described by Hogarth, 
in his analysis; and his nose being itself 
formed of one strait line was equally at 
variance with the line just referred to. From 
hi^ head downwards his form might very 
justly have been styled a bag cf bones, for the 
different parts of his dress hung upon him as 
if a skeleton had been their wearer; nothing 
about him appeared sufficiently fat to be 
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comfortable but his neck, and this was wound 
round with as many bandages, as if it had 
been the neck of a mummy. — Instead of a 
coat, he wore one of those jackets, which^ in 
the curtailment of the skirts belonging to a 
coat, appear to refute the impossibility of a 
fine gentleman being an economist ; and the 
want of that drapery behind, which if he had . 
studied the becoming, rather than the fashion- 
able, he would have found of infinite service 
to his person, in concealing the immense 
length of his thighs and legs, made him 
appear to those who followed him, like one 
mounted upon stilts, or indeed more like a 
pair of tongs put into motion by witchcraft; 
that is, all legs and no body. — In short to 
sum up in one sentence the characteristic 
epithet of Sir Jasper Wormeaten, he looked 
in every respect what he was — ^a battered 
beau. 

The Baronet having taken his seat by the 
side of Arnica, gave a^preparatory hem^ and 
pulling up his neckcloth .with the air of a 
fop, as he spoke, said, '^ That he was come 
to solicit in person for the honour which his 
daughter had on the preceding day implored 
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for him of Amica, and which he hoped sh« 
would not have the severity to deny him/' 

Amica^ felt excessively reluctant to reply ; 
she knew that good manners demanded of her 
an acquiescence to his request ; and self-love 
rendered her so extremely adverse to comply 
with their dictates, that a gentle incUnation 
of the head, was all the reply i^he could pre- 
vail upon herself to make. 

'^ To what are you assenting my dear?" 
asked Lady Buckhurst. Sir Jasper immedi- 
ately explained for her. 

^^ I am sure Sir, you are very good,, and 
vfery obliging/* replied her Ladyship. " Very 
polite, indeed. Sir/' 

'' The happiness is conferred on me, 
madam," answered Sir Jasper, " I shall be- 
come a very Vestris by inspiration whilst I 
touch the hand of your daughter." 

**^ Aye, you are very polite, Sir,^' rejoined 
Lady Buckhurst, ^^ but don't you carry your 
good breeding too far : I am sure it must be 
a great labour to a gentleman of your age to 
go down a couple of Ranees." 

The Baronet's countenance underwent a 
change by no means expressive of pleasure at 
this unqualified reference to his age from a 
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stranger, who could have nothing hut his ap* 
pearance^ i??hich he believed extremely youth- 
ful, to judge of his years by. '^ Next to the 
9.doration which I pay to beauty/* he said, 
^^ the dance, has been my hobby, ever since 
left school" 

'^ But let me tell you. Sir'* replied Lady 
Buckhurst, -who still only considered that Sir 
Jasper had invited Amica to dance, merely 
out of compliment, as being an intimate 
acquaintance of his daughter's, '^ Let me tel 
you, dancing ain't M^hat it vras virhen you left 
school; minuets were in fashion then, and 
ene might v^aJk a minuet with little or no 
fatigue ; Buttered Peas, and Lucy's Delight, 
weite my favourite country dances ; but all 
the dances are changed now ; and they dance 
the new fashioned ones at least as quick again 
as they used to do the old ones ; and the 
Scotch reels are enough to turn one's head 
only to look at them.— *Yes, Sir, indeed, I 
don't know any thing that is more changed 
than dancing within these last fifty years." 
At the sound of fifty years, it was dis- 
cernable that Sir Jasper's feelings leceived 
an additional wound ; but commanding a 
smile, he said, " Your Ladyship has infini-^ 
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nitely the advantage of me, in having pos- 
sessed a memory so much longer thaa 
myself." 

'"^ Lord bless pae. Sir Jasper/' she replied^ 
''I beg your paVdon for ray jaistake, but 
I'm sure. Sir, by your look I to6k you to be 
about my standing; and I shall be sitty-four 
next birth-day." - * „^ 

Sir Jasper returned a grave and conse- 
quential bow, and Sir Benjamin and the 
Colonel happily, entered the apartment at 
that moment, to the relief of this parties whom 
it contained. With the Colonel, Sir Jasper 
was already Well acquainted; he had also 
some distant knowledge of Sir Benjamin, and 
they directly began to converse upon topics 
which drove from his immediate recollection 
the unfortunate mistakes of Lady Buckhurst. 
'^If you have any compassion in you," 
said Lady Dellaval, ''my dear Amica, do 
order me a sandwich, I am completely starved 
to^eath ; I have this morning boon attend- 
ing so long to the people who are preparing 
my rooms for to-morrow night, that I really 
have not found a moment yet to take the least 
sustenance whatever; J am absolutely endur- 
ing famine." 
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iti^ngth — I take something almost everj hou 
houf of the day^ and of that nature which yoi 
would perhaps call medicine; and yet I an 
perfe£lly well ; shrimps with my breakfast h 
produce a relish for my tea ; a little dram o 
nervous cordial to countera6l the effefis o 
the hyson on my spirits — ^hartshorn jelly a 
noon; turtle soup at dinner; sweetmeat 
with my wine ; eggs in the afternoon witl 
my coffee ; and shell-fish for my supper ; bu 
I am never disturbed except twice at most ii 
the night; once with my eggs and my veal 
and sometimes a second time with my sod^ 
water, but I more frequently take then 
together; it is troublesome to be sure, bu 
it keeps me from being enervated. 

The elegant repast being concluded^ Si 
Jasper and his daughter took their leavcj 
declaring they had a thousand calls to mak< 
before dinner. 

No sooner was Lady Buckhurst left alon< 

with her family^ than she burst forth into th( 

exclamation of, '' Why goodness me ! onlj 

think of an old gentleman like that making 

engagements to dance ; why what would th( 

world say of Sir Benjamin 'and me, if w< 

were to think of capering a1i)out at a ball?' 
c 2 
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^' Old gentlemen, ma'am," cried the 
Colonel, '^ there is not such a thing now 
a days ; nobody is old but the prince of the 
infernals ; and nobody young, but the un- 
knowing ones; a single man, like Sir Jasper, 
who frequents public places, has a title, 
Jrinks his two bottles after dinner, and 
finishes his day in every respect as if he 
were not five and twenty, would challenge 
^ man that did not allow him to be in his 
prime at three score/' 

j '•'Well, I am thankful to say I am a 
woman then," replied Lady Buckhurst^ 
^^ for without meaning any offence to him, 
[ began to tell him my mind pretty freely 
about what I considered him to be capable 
of at his age ; and as he is a man of rank 
I should have been sorry to have affronted 
him ; but amongst ourselves, I must say^ 
I never heard of such an odd thing in my 
life, as for a person to be wakened in the 
night, to have a hot dinner or supper 
which ever you may please to call it, of veal 
cutlets and poached eggs." 

'*^ Why how the deuce," exclaimed Sir 
Benjamin, " do you suppose that a decrepit 
old fellow like that should be able to dance^ 
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and drink his two bottles after dinner^ anc 
finish his day in every respect like a younj 
man of twenty-five, as the Colonel says, i 
he did not find out some way of supplying 
the deficiency of natural strength, by pour- 
ing artificial substitutes for it into his veins i 
in my opinion he looks more like an olc 
baboon than a man, and I think all rakei 
that do not. reform in their old age generallj 
do/' 

'' Aye," cried Lady Buckhurst, with ac 
intelligent smile, '^ I thought he looked ai 
if he had been a gay hand." 

Amica took up her book, and left the 
room; — Sir Benjamin in his descriptions oj 
characters, and his passion for anecdotes 
respecting them, oflien allowed' his tongue 
a licence, which, as Amica found her pre- 
sence did not check in its ebullitions, when- 
ever the possibility of escaping from being 
an auditor of them was afibrded her, she 
never failed to avail herself of it, and thus 
spared her cheeks many a blush which Sii 
Benjamin was either careless, or ignorant^ 
of colouring them with. 
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We shall leave the room with Arnica, as 
aany of our readers will probably prefer 
ler society to Sir Benjanain% and instead of 
istening to his account of Sir Jasper Worm- 
iaten's foibles and fancies^ give a short ac* 
;ount of them in our own words. 

We have already seen sufficient of Sir 
Fasper to know that he was an old beau ; 
md that every pretty woman had charms for 
lis heart — ^but in this account only half hit 
;hara6ler is given ; for Sir Jasper did not 
tllow himself to be old; and obstinate as 
le was in this particular^ it would have been 
nore easy to convince him of his uge, than 
hat he was not possessed of those ehamis 
'or the female sex, with which they iii9ptiied 
lim. — Sir Dasper regarded liimself as a 
natured Adonis; in whom weiie combined 
he gaieties of youths with the knowledge 
>f man ; and this union of f erponai aitd 
nental aceogipUshine«t3 he believed to reader 
lim irresi^ble. — If a woman ve&l^ired a 
lint to the contrary, he dii>e^y con^dered 
ler as desperately in love with him^ and, 
chagrined that he had hitherto been more 
attentive to other w^men.— If such an 
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Opinion fell from the lips of a man> he 
immediately set him down as envious of his 
superior attractions. — And even when la- 
bonring under the phthisic or sciatica^ instead 
of sinking beneath the humiliation of disease 
and pain^ his vanity gathered strength^ from 
the idea of his appearance being rendered 
more interesting by his sufferings. 

Dnring the life-time of his wife^ who had 
died about a month aft^r the period of her 
giving birth to their only child^ Lady DeUaval> 
he had made a tolerably constant husband ; 
at least his flirtations had been fewer> and 
perhaps less noticed^ because, confined to 
women of his own age; bat as he had 
advanced in years, like all men who are 
acknowledged gallants^ his passion for youth 
had increased with his own age ; and whilst 
matrimony with a young and pretty woman, 
was the most exalted wish of his soul^ his 
conversation decidedly professed him to hav6 
no idea of a second time entering into- the 
married state; beneath whichshallowj^Sne^ehe 
unsuccessfully endeavoured to conceal maajr 
di|{ip|>ointments which had attended thb re- 
; j^ated offers he had made of his hand* 

c 4 
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CHAPTER III. 

What can the Mattcn he? 

OEVERAL times during the course of that 
evening and the following morning, did 
Arnica reflect with dissatisfaction qh her 
engagement to Sir Jasper Wormeaten; 
she was as free from vanity as almost any 
woman existing, and yet she did not like 
the idea of being the partner of an old 
man.-^A ball is a season in which youth is 
Justified in looking forward to a great 
degree of pleasure; and that pleasure is 
materially curtailed by our partner in it, 
being one of an age which is expected to 
lie less animated in amusenients of such a 
nature; and which when it exerts a spright- 
Unesd whi(^ we cannot help considering as 
very incongruous with its years, its strength,, 
^nd its feelings collectively, appears to |>e 
burlesquing the amusement which we are 
actually enjoying. 
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Thus impressed^ and almost indifferen 
"whether or not she ivent at all to Ladj 
Dellavars masked ball> she was sitting in thi 
drawing-room about noon^ when the doQ] 
of the apartment was thrown open to Mr 
Leuwitzer^ who to hef great surprise wa 
followed by Maurice Stanton. 

Mr. Leuwitzer had expressed a constan 
wish that whenever Maurice should be abl< 
to obtain leave of absence from his regi 
ment, for however short a time the per 
mission were granted him^ he should tak( 
the opportunity of paying him a visit 
on this request he had laid a greater stres 
than ever^ since Arnica had ceased to h 
one of bis family ; and Maurice^ neVer s( 
happy as in the society of his patron^ hsu 
found means of reaching Richmond on th( 
preceding evening. 

The good German^ who next to th 
happiness of those whom he k>ved^ de 
lighted in procuring them innocent amuse 
ment> had heard of Lady Dellaval's in 
tended f&te, which was blazoned througl 
t6wn> as the most splendid thing of th( 
kind expected to take place that winter 
ci 
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ttod tad brought Maurice to London with 
him iti order to request iSie Buckhiirst 
family to use iSieif interest with her Ladj- 
«hi^, for pTOCHTitig him an itiTitatron to 
join in the festitities of the erening. 

Scarcely weriGL^flie first expressions of 
pleasure between Stanton and Arnica at 
Aeir trnexpe6led meeting past, ere Colonel 
Buckhutst entered the dTawing-room, and 
Mr. Leuwitzer ahnost immediately pro- 
ceeded to i^ate to him the business which 
had brought him to Hanover-square. — 
The Colonel informed him that he had 
met with the only one in the family 
who could have been of service to him 
in the gratification of his wish, for that 
Lady Dellaval had issued a certain number 
of invitations, which she had vowed not 
to exceed; but that he being one t)f her 
particular friends, had been preseflHed by - 
her with several cards, which she had 
given him the liberty of bestowing on 
such of his acquaintance, as he felt an 
inclination to oblige, and that he had 
still a couple of them undisposed of; 
of which one was at INKurice's service. 
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This point being settled to. the satis* 
fiidiion of Mr« Leuwitzer^ , he shortiy after 
rose to depart, telling Maurice he should 
expe6i to see him on the following after* 
noon at Richmoiid,' — as he was in the 
9L6t of leaving tiie room^ he beckoned to 
Arnica to follow him out of it; she 
complied withi his request; and as ^she 
joined him in the gallei'y, she saifl^ 
^' Shall we go into the dining-room for 
a few minutes^ Sir, if you wish to hdve 
any conversation with me?" 

" No, no/' he replied, '^ thore i* no 
occasion for that; I can tell you in one 
minute what I have to say — there is a 
little box,'' (putting a small black cas# 
into her hands as he spoke) '^ tliat 
contains a present for you, which I 
trust, although your mother is a womaaj 
of great affluence, she can have nd 
. objection to your accepting from m^i 
AS I give it to you with the afiecti)i 
of a fattier; — good morning, my d&A 
Arnica." — He was already on the firi 
stair, when he spoke these worcls^ and a 
the bottom of them^ before Arnica c^u& 
c6 
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jffiock "v^DI dine here ; I am not certain 
hell come; I have not seen him myself^ 
but I called at the cofte-house where h^ 
lodges this morniflg^ and left a note for 
him^ saying I sfaoiM he glad to see him 
to take his dinner wiDh ine here ?" 

Her Ladj'ship bad been forewarned by 
her son-in-btw, that Blodk would dine 
willi them one tlay by his rnvitatiori^ sd 
merely replied, '' Ah very well, better to^ 
day than when we have company; I 
make no apologies to Mr. Stanton, for he 
knows him I find." 

The Colonel's spirits were always good, 
but on this morning tbey were unusually 
great, as if elated by some pleasurable 
refleSlion, or anticipation : — he walked up 
and down the room, whistling and sing^ 
ing, sometimes half laughing, and once or 
twice a6inally dancing. 

'' What are you iso merry about 4jo- 
-day?** asked Lady Buckfaurst, " I sup- 
pose the thoughts of Lady Dellaval's 
masquerade puts you into such tip-top 
spirits/' 

'' Oh, aye, true," cried the Colonel, 
*' to night is Delia vals masqueraile/' 



''Why certainly ft is;" replied her 
Ladyship^ '' to be «ure you could net 
liave forgot ftiat/' 

*' Upon my -soid I had aJtnost,** gacu* 
iated th« Oolonel^ witb a stifled laugb. 

'' Ah^ you are only qmszing^ as you 
rail it,** rd;orwed bcr Ladyship, '' for I 
should not mind betting a shilling, your 
head is full of nothing else.-*-! assure you 
l!iat I, "who can only sit still in corner, 
as I may say, reckon Very much upon 
seeing the sight. — Do not you. Sir?** she 
added, addressing Maurice. 

He replied in the aflSrmative; and her 
Ladyship then inquired what chara£ler he 
meant to' assume? — He had not yet, he 
said, given the matter a thought, but 
intended in the evening to send and hire 
some habit as little conspicuous as pos*- 
sible^ as he had never been a partaker in 
an amusement of the kind, and therefore 
wished at his first dch4, rafter to be an 
observer of the scene, than a busy mem* 
her of it. 

'^ But that is not your taste, I think I 
tan answer,** rejoined her Ladyship, turn- 
ing to the Colonel; ^'you'll make choice 
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of something dashing^ and particular 
enough I warrant me/' 

^' Oh, a friar for me/'' exclaimed the 
Colond, ^^ that is your sly habit, that 
does most execution in life ; so 111 try it 
at the masquerade, ifl go/' 

" If you go/' echoed Lady Buckhurst* 
'^ Why to be sure you can't have any 
thoughts to the contrary ?" 

" I told you before, I had npt thought , 
about it," returned the Colonel in a tone 
of voice that would have prevented her 
Ladyship's farther inquiries, if they had 
not been put an effectual stop to by his 
leaving the room. — But still she could not 
forbear wondering what could be the 
reason that there should be a doubt about 
his going to the fSte of, so particular a 
friend as Lady Dellaval. *^ Why what 
can be the meaning of it?" she exclaimed-^ 
Maurice replied, that he could not give 
her any information upon the subject; 
and Arnica, who never was surprised at 
any of the Colonel's actions, nor ever 
accustomed herself to endeavour to dis- 
cover their motives^ did not reply at 
all. 
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About twenty minutes before five, which 
>vas the dinner hour at Sir Benjamin's, 
came Jarvis Block; and happening by ac- 
cident to find Maurice Stanton at the time 
of his arrival alone in the drawing-room, 
a conversation immediately took place 
between theni, which informed Block of 
the engagement which Maurice had 
through the interest of the Colonel been 
able to make for the evening. 

'' Gad Mr. Stanton," cried Block, '' that 
my Lady Dellavall is one of the finest, 
dashingest ladies you ever saw in your 
life ; I don't doubt but things will be in 
a high style there to night; — I really do 
think I'd give ten guineas to be one of 
the party myself/' 

Scarcely had he pronounced these words, 
ere Colonel Buckhurst opened the draw- 
ing-room door, with a countenance that 
shewed him already apprised of who was 
in it^ and addressing Block, he said, 
'' How are you ?" I'm devilish glad to 
see you— let me have five minutes con- 
versation with you before dinner, my dejtr 
fellow, will you ?" 
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'• Certainly, Sir; to be sure. Colonel/' 
answered Blocks and followed him out of 
tbe room. 

About tea minutes afler five, Lady 
Buckhursl entered the room followed by 
the butler, who was enquiring of her^ 
whether dinner might be put upon the 
table-— '^ You must wait a few minutes 
longer," she replied, *' 1 have tapped at 
the study door this minute, and asked the 
Colonel whether he and Mr. Block were 
ready for dinner, and they beg to be 
allowed a short time longer to themselves; 
so, I can't help it; if it is sent up it 
will only get cold on the table; it bad 
better be kept hot by the fire till he chooses 
to come to it." 

The butler retired — ^Her Ladyship re- 
mained standing in the middle of the room^ 
and listening whether she could catch any 
sounds that announced the Colonel to 
have left the study ; and as she listened 
some moments and no sounds of the nature 
she wished to hear met her ear, ,sbe said^ 
" I can't think what in the name of 
wonder the Colonel cri have to say to 
that Mr. Block, that can require them to 
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"be shut up io Qie Andy together. The Colo- 
nel ha$ no consideration : he knows we have 
cod-fish for dinner^ and if it stands in the 
water it will grow as hard as abo.ard/' 

Neither Maurice nor Arnica made any 
reply ; and her Ladyship — sometimes elo- 
quently silent^ sometimes inarticulately plain- 
tiTe^ — continued wandering about the room^ 
till a ne^hbouring clock struck three quarters 
after five. '* LordWeas me!" she fttea ex- 
claimed^ '' we shall haw the bedT roasted off 
the spit, as well as the fish spoiled;" and with 
these words she rang the bell. 

A^aui Ijhe hutler made his appeamttoe.-— 
^'TeU the Cekmel/' she said, ''that it is 
impQs^ble to wait any longer: I expe£l to 
fiad every dish ,sp<Hled already." 

The butler 'departed^ and returned with 
information that tbe dinner might be placed 
upon table at the expiration of five minutes 
more, 

" Be sure not to exceed the time;" for I 
won't wait anott^er instant/' rejoined her 
Ladyship : and a third time the butler left the 
room. " I am perfeQly astonished what my 
son-in-law and Mr. 8k>ck can be about toge- 
ther," she then repeated: *'not indeed that 
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any of the Colonel's a6iions ought to surprise^ 
me, for I am sure I know nothing of his con- 
cerns; only it appears so odd that he should 
have any business of consequence with a nnanu 
like Mr. Blocks one can-t help wondering at 
it/* 

At the expiration of about twice the givea 
five minutes^ the dinner was announced to be^ 
upon the table. Her Ladyship^ Arnica, and 
Maurice immediately went down into the 
dining-room ; where they had scarcely seated 
themselves^ ere the Colonel and Jarvis Block 
joined them. 

Her Ladyship^ instantly upon their appear* 
ance, began to expatiate on the injury which 
had been sustained both by her fish and her 
meat^ in not having been eaten a full half hour 
sooner. The Colonel, contrary to his usual 
disposition with regard to his lady-mother's 
observations upon his condu£i, whenever she 
ventured to make any, appeared in a humour 
wherein it was not possible for her to offend 
him by any of her remarks; and JarviS Block 
seemed to a common observer as full of mirth 
as himself; one more intimately acquainted 
with the turns of his countenance would have 
perceived that there was something like anxie- 
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%y concealed beneath the varnish of smiles 

^which he wore upon his features. 

Dinner proceeded^ and towards the close^ 

lier Ladyship remarked that Mr. Block did 

not eat. '^ Well, if it is not to your liking/' 

she added, ^' it is your own fault; you are one 

of them that helped to spoil it." 

"Pshaw! nonsense!" cried the Colonel, 

^' I know why he can't eat: Shall I tell^ 
Block?" 

The word tell drew the ey^ of all present 
upon him to whom it had been a^4^^ssed, and 
to whom it appeared to refer: l]j|sti|nmiered^ 
looked foolishly, and said, '^ T^JS^^olonel}? 
Why as to telling — ^you don^t m^n — that is, 
/ can't have any" — 

" Ha ! ha ! ha ! " cried the Colonel; " curst 
good; upon my soul ! — He owjjs it ! — He 
can't have any obje6lion to letting his friends 
into the secret^ he means to say, -ir I have given 
him a ticket for Dellaval's masqiierade, and 
the idea of going to siich a glorious frolic has 
taken away his appetite. — Excuse me, my 
dear fellow; but I felt so myself the first time 

. I was taken to the play." 

Block eyed the Colonel with a mingled 
surprise and doubt when he began his sen- 
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tence^ and as he drew toward sits conclosion 
his features relaxed into a smile, and he said^ 
^' Why I certainly like the notion of going to 
this here fine lady's ball very well, because it 
is a kind of genteel thing I never had a chance 
to see before; but I can't say that, if my 
appetite is less than usual, it is owing to that: 
Mr. Stanton knows that I generally eat a 
good luncheon, and we can't eat every 
hour in the day : however. Sir, we can 
generally find room for a little drink ; so, if 
you please^ 111 take a glass of madeira with 
you." 

Maurice accepted his challenge, and die 
conversation for a time took a change. 

^' And so we are to see you at the masque- 
rade — are we, Mr. Block ?" said her Lady- 
ship, after the cloth was removed, dire£ling a 
look at the Colonel, meant to imply, *' How 
eould you give one of her Ladyship's invita- 
tioBs to a man like this.^" 

The Colonel received her expressive look 
without acknowledging that he perceived it, 
and Block repliedi, '^ Oh yes, yes, my Lady ! 
you'll all see me I make no doubt: but you 
must be sharp indeed, if you know me in the 
dre«s I intend to^ g.o in." 
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^ If we did ktiaw you/' returned Lady 
Buckhurstj "we should not speak to you: no« 
body ever speaks to their acquaintance at a 
masked ball^ at least not by name; such a 
&ing is never heard of as acquainUnee ac* 
knowiedging one another at places of that 
kind:" and her Ladyship pronounced these 
sentences with due emphasis upon th^ leading 
words in the information she intended to con- 
Tey to Block, thinking that this instruclion 
might prove a happy method for relieviiig 
herself from his assiduities during the even* 
ing. 

'' If you take my advice. Block, you'll only 
wear a domino,*' cried the Colonel : " it is a 
damned bore to a man that ain't up to all the 
goes of the thing, to sport a charafiler/' 

" Aye, aye, so it may be," returned Blocks 
^ for them who assume a chara£ier that they 
know nothing about; but I shall take one 
upon me that I shall be quite at home in I 
promise you." 

Afraid lestheshouldaskforaplaceintheircar- 
riage, her Lady shi p took an opportunity to apo- 
logizeforfourbeing as many as hercoach would 
contain in masquerade- dresses, and then left 
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the room with Arnica to commence the btisi- 
ness of the toilet. 

Block was equally uncommunicative to the 
gentlemen with regard to the chara6ter be 
meant to sustain^ or rather assume^ as he had 
been to the ladies ; and after about another 
hour's quick circulation of the bottle^ one of 
Lady Buckhurst's footmen having called him- 
a coachj he dire£led himself to be driven to 
his hotels in order to arrange and provide for 
his equipment ; having been informed by the 
Colonel that twelve o'clock was a very good 
hour to go to Lady Dellaval's. 

Sir Benjamin's madeira was as good as 
Block's own : he had taken a very potent 
quantity of it^ and me^e his exit from Hano- 
ver-square in spirits rather too high for the . 
corre6l support of any chara6ler, even by a 
man of very different abilities for an under- 
taking of the kind to these possessed by poor 
Jarvis. The Colonel himself had not tasted 
sparingly of the juice qf the grape; and he 
had just begun, in his gaiete de c^tir to tell 
Maurice, that he had a damned deal better 
game in view that night than the masquerade; 
and that in the morning he would put him up 
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to the glorious sport be had got the scent of^ 
when a note was brought to him by his ser- 
vant. '^Now for it!*' he exclaimed^ ''any 
thing in moderation^ and I^ am satisfied/' — 
He broke the seal, and on casting^his eyes over 
the contents, the smiles which had before 
lighted up his countenance were converted 
, into the i^iost sullen gloom : he read it a se« 
cond time; the contni6lion of his brow in- 
creased. " Hell and devils !" burst from his 
lips;, and having crammed the letter which 
had provoked this ^nve6tive into his pocket 
with one hand, and with the other lifted a 
bumper of wine to his lips, he said, " Stan- 
ton, I have a service to ask of you. Come 
with me a few minutes into my father's study, 
while I explain to you what it is, lest we 
sliould be interrupted here/' 

Maurice direSly ;rose in compliance with 
this request; the Colonel swallowed another 
bumper, andi then led the way to his father's 
study, into which Maurice followed him; 
and where we sha)l for the present leave them, 
without inquiring what passed afler the door 
of the apartment was shut. 

Vol. II. D 
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CHAPTER IV. 

No8umal Revels. 

X HE habit which Arnica had chosen for 
the evening was merely a light dress adapted 
to dancing, which partook in some measure 
of the Grecian costume]; with certain restric- 
tions in regard to the quantity of drapery of 
which it was composed, which most women, 
possessed of her excellent symmetry, would 
have sacri6ced their modesty to their vanity, 
in omitting: but Arnica wisely considered, 
f^ while Uwitural grace is the first ornament 
of woman, a due regard to the feminine deli- 
cacy, which it becomes the sex to support, is 
their greatest recommendation in the eyes of 
those men whose opinions are worth consi- 
dering, f he had originally intended to have 
worn iicr light-brown hair fastened in a knot 
on the top of her head, without any ornament; 
but Mr. Leuwiiier's present made a change 
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in her arrangement^ and she now confined 
her luxuriant tresses on the left side with her 
diamond sprig. 

In. the single instance of her masquerade 
attire^ Lady Buckfaurst had possessed suffi- 
cient sense to be governed bj the advice of 
her daughter; and therefore contented her- 
self with a blue silk domino^ which she how- 
ever dire6led to be as richly made up as the 
nature of the habit would allow, out of com- 
pliment to lady Dellaval. 

Arnica had finished dressing some time 
before* her Ladyship, and on going down into 
the drawing-room, she found in it Maurice 
Stanton, who was sitting lEilone, and who had 
assumed the simple garb of a hay-maker. 

He rose upon Arnica's entrance, and re- 
garding her with a smile of admiration, he 
said, '' The difference of style which our fic- 
titious characters for this evening's entertain- 
ment exhibit, is as great as that which exists 
between our real situations in life; jas great as 
is the distinction between the daughter of 
Lmy Buckhtirstand the poor little drtimmer- 
boy.- 

" As great as I might have considered it," 
replied Arnica, ^' if Heaven had not blessed 
d2 
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nie^ by suffering my mind to be fonned under 
the tutorage of a man who has taught me to 
regard virtue as the greatest distin6iion which 
human beings can possess^ and liberality of 
sentiment as the greatest ornament of the 
heart. You can by nothing displease me^ 
but by yttering a possibility of my esteem for 
you ever being changed by any circumstance 
wherein your honour is not concerned/' 

'' Pardon me, dearest Arnica/' he returned^ 
taking her hand;, and pressing it to his lips as 
he spoke; *^^but a mind which is not possessed 
of more vanity or self-sufficiency than mine^ 
must ever be doubtful of its possession of so 
great, so exquisite a happiness, as the love of 
one in whom its existence, its soul is concen- 
tered: I will not offend thus again. I am a 
novice in entertainments of this kind : — does 
dancing constitute a part of them ? " 

'^ The principal part, I believe," replied 
Arnica. 

^' I ho>'e your hand is disengaged?" 
'^ Not for the two first dances." 
'' Who is the happy man that is to claim it 
for that period of felicity ?.— the Colonel?" 

'* pb, no! — I am almost ashamed to t^H 
you. — ^Yet there can be no shame in being 
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compelled to dance with an old man/' i 
added smiling^ ^' in an age when the you 
ones are so negligent of offering themsel 
to U8 for partners. — I am engaged to La 
Z>ellayars father^ Sir Jasper Wormeaten/: 

Before Maurice could reply,' Lady Bm 
hurst entered the room, and informed tb 
that the coach ^^as at the door, and th{. 
was high time to be going. Maurice 
cordingly took Arnica's hand to lead her f i 
and in their way, whispered, '' Reserve 
two second dances for me.''— ^' Most read 
she replied, and £3llowed her mother int 
carriage. They had been some minutes s . 
in it before the Colonel joined them, a] 
then appeared merely in a domino. 

*' Why, goodness me !" cried Lady J i 
hurst, '^ how comes it you ain't dresf 
some chara3:er or another? I could a 
have believed Queen Anne was not c I 
you going to a masquerade in a d<^mi 

'' Chara6iers are a cursed bore," \ 
reply: '^ I don't feel up to it to-n 
I'm damned ill." 

" 111, are you ?" exclaimed her 
:—^' I'm sure if it is any thir 
*ach, or a fever that is the mat 
d3 
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you, you are goiug to the worst of all places 
to mend it." 

Lady Buckhurst received no answer, so 
became silent. 

At length, after much exercise for their 
patience, they reached the door ot 'Lady Del- 
laval's house. Scarcely had they entered the 
hall, where their senses were .dazzled by the 
brilliancy of coloured lamps, transparencies, 
and pillars wound round with glittering lau- 
Irels, ere a mask, in the habit of a Turk, sur- 
prised Lady Buckhurst, by addressing her in 
her own name, and adding, "Your exquisite 
daughter looks more like an angel than ever 
to-night : Ten suis Vidoldtre" 

At the sound of these words, her Ladyship 
exclaimed, " Oh ho ! I should know ^ou any 
where when you spegk French, Mr. Val- 
«ont." 

! '' Hush ! no names here, except in a whis- 
I per," returned the Turk, who was, as her La- 
jdj^ship suspe6led, Sidney Valmont himself. 
j "I ,von't, I won't,'* she replied; "but I 
jam very glad I've been so lucky as to meet 
With somebody I know." . 

Lady Buckhurst and her party, w^ith the 
exception of the Colonel, who had left them 
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the minute they had entered tjie house^ were 
now advancing towards the grand i" iminated - 
stair-case^ when in their way to it they were 
assailed by a troop of link-boys, who were 
each soliciting to be employed to light them 
up. 

'' Dear a me !'' cried her Ladyship ; " I'm 
surprised such dirty creatures as these should 
be admitted into a private house/' ^ 

''You mistake! you misfttke!'' returned 
%Ulmont: ''these are only assumed charac* 
ters. Pass on." 

The next obje£ls which attra6led her Lady- 
ship's attention, were a couple of constables 
with their staves in their hands, who were 
stationed one on each side of the foot of the 
stairs. '^ Here are some make-believe con- 
stables too, I declare," she remarked. 

'^ Oh no, no, pardie! they are real ones, I 
assure you," cried Valmont. 

'^ Real ones !" echoed Lady Buckhurst: but 
Sidney was no longer by her side to hear her 
exclamation, thus she was obliged to confine 
• her surprise to her own breast; and perhaps 
some of our readers will be as much astonish- 
ed as she was, to learn that real constables were 
stationed in the house of a woman of fashion^ 
D 4 . 
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on an evening when it will be naturally sup- 
posed that none but people of honour were 
expe£ied as visitors. But true it is, notwith- 
standing, that there is some defe6l in the 
arrangement of these fashionable parties 
which renders the presence of a peace-officer 
frequently necessary. 

In the last of a magnificent suite of apart- 
ments they discovered Lady Dellaval, attired 
in her Egyptian dress, which outshone in 
splendor every habit worn by her guests*: 
she was reclining on a couch of tyger-skin, 
which was placed beneath a canopy of a most 
fantastic and elegant stru6iure, decorated 
according to the Egyptian costume; in habits 
corresponding with which appeared round 
her several of her friends, who had assumed 
the disguise of her attendants. Her Ladyship 
was unmasked, which was perhaps the single 
instance of wisdom which she displayed that 
night; and this certainly deserved that ap- 
pellation, as it shewed her to have taken warn- 
ing ky the fete of other donors of /efe5 similar 
to her own, who had been sufficiently incau- 
tious to mix incog, with their guests. 

Lady Dellaval having been in^brmed by 
Yalmont (who was upon this occasion one of 
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her Ladyship's jackalls) which was Arnica^ 
came up to her; and^ after much friendly 
salutation, she beckoned towards them a male 
figure in a white silk domino^ and a hat 
trimmed with silver^ and putting her hand 
into his^ she said> '' I have now the pleasure 
of presenting the handsomest woman in the 
world to the happiest man in it:" and having 
said this^ she retired with a smile^ back to her 
«eat. 

'^ The happiest of men/' was of course Sir 
Jasper Wormeaten ; who imm^iateiy begaa 
to pour forth vollics of words, which com* 
posed merely the grossest flattery to Amica, 
and displayed him sufficiently v4in to be pre- 
pared to receive adulation in return equally 
ridiculous from her, if she would have conde- 
scended to bestow it on him. 

Amica's senses were so much occupied by 
the novelty of the scene she was mining in^ 
that her attention was very little given to Sir 
Jasper's rhapsodies; at every groupe of cha- 
raa&iers which she beheld she stopped, eKpe6i- 
ing to ^d entertained by hearing a ehara6leris- 
tie convekation abounding with wit and 
repartee; but she was excessively disappoint* 
ed at hearing only the most commoa-place 
D 5 
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sentences, equally as well adapted to the park 
ot the play as to a masquerade. 

And indeed any one who goes to a mas- 
querade^ either private or public, with Arni- 
ca's expe£lations, will meet an equal disap- 
pointment ; wit and humour are in them as 
scarce articles as they are in all other societies. 
^' Of what then," it will be asked, ''do they 
consist?" — ^Of human beings crowded toge- 
ther in strange habits, chosen without reflec- 
tion, and worn without any attempt at sup- 
porting the chara6lers which they represent. 
For instance: young girls in the habits of 
nuns, whose giddy brains are all agog to take 
the vows of '' love, honour, and obey," rather 
than the veil; astrologers, who are ignorant of 
the names of the planets; pilgrims, who will tell 
you Loretto is in the Holy Land ; Esquimaux 
Indians talking of driving their Yaricos ia 
tandems, and shooting tygers to make them 
fur pelisses; Jews oflering to lead their bloom- 
ing fair ones to church, and swearing fidelity 
in the name of their Saviour; sailors, wha 
know not the stem from the stern of a ship^ 
In shorty a well-supported chara£ier at a 
masquerade is as singular as a well-supported 
ehara£ier in life. 
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Arnica could not forbear expressing her 
sentiments^ and Sir Jasper thus replied ta 
them : " The luxury of a scene like this would 
be too great, if the mind were regaled as well 
as the senses; and I confess I am Epicurean 
enough to prefer the latter. This spot is to 
me an earthly paradise : I consider myself 
here in a host of angels, and enjoy ten times 
the happiness I should do in being thrown 
7 to the society of an. equal number of the 
sex I live to adore, with their countenances 
open to my inspe6iion : for could I view 
them all, I should doubtless behold some not 
entirely worthy of the admiration even of a 
devotee like myself; beneath a mask no man 
of gallantry can be sufficiently uncharitable to 
suppose a woman otherwise than beautiful." 
Lady Buckhurst and her party had been 
amongst the last who had entered the rooms^ 
thus shortly after their arrival the dancing 
began. At'the end of the first dance, the Jtia- 
ronet led Arnica to a seat, and whilst they were 
awaiting the commencement of the second, 
he said, '^ I find the concealment of person of 
which we have been talking, a most infinite 
relief to me; for I recognise here an innu* 
i>6 




le crowd of females, who, if they knew 

wooU be piqued at my not offering them 

for 9omt part of this evening's re- 

foii. It iiaomctiiues equalJj fatiguing, 

^.ifk we must allow thenc is a gratifica- 

^^mmtStd with the knowledge^ to be a 

le with societjr as to be iiegle6ied bj 

^^Bikcd diaiader and unaccounteb/e 
^^^tikeBarMie^ readerNniiai a moreen- 
partBcr to Aauca than she bad ex- 
koa: and as she perceived it aae 
ai^ &skHMi for €>ld men to lie danc- 
-^- few*- whilst the joung ones were 
ut dW nwass supporting them- 
Jiifriinsuree.xerct$e>upon wa/k-' 
^:4/8^\> :;«^<tttKia^ hedl^re-slakes, 
^i'^i*V5inntv>f « Wti^ designed 
^^ ^r* ^^ ijaat Ai^w. Ihenr seiemed 
^ ^^nc >^;sdtr ^t^^iM^ w|m carried 
,^im^ W^Qtrc iigv>iiMwcuiL^ t» the 
* ^ir ^ai <6$t^:^M^ hrv in the 
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Taaeed and claimed her band foF the next 
set^ and Amica with evideat pleasure put it 
ittto his. At seeiag the* sati«&£lion with 
which this a^ian was performed by her^ and 
comparing it with the coldness with which she 
had suffered him to t^ke her hand^ when at 
the beginning of the evening it bad been pre- 
sented to him by Lady DellavaU Sir Jasper . 
felt an irritating sensation^ composed of 
piqued vanity/ and childish jealousy seize 
upon his mind : he could conceive no mode 
of revenge (and without an imaginary grati- 
fication of this nature his little mind could not 
be satisfied ) but to say^ '' I am glad to see you 
provided with a partner, as I need not now 
\ scruple to quityou. Lady Charlotte Town- 

\ ley has been sending me repeated messages to 

) come and dance with her; and it would per* 

I forate my heart to keep so fine a woman 

I waiting for me an instant longer ;" and 

with these words he departed from the side of 
Amica. 

The two dances, during which Maurice 
was Arnica's partner, formed to them the 
pleasau test part of the evening, as they were , 
free from restraint^ and enlivened by a com-* 
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munication of their good-natured criticisms 
upon the motley group around them. 

At the end of these dances^ Colonel Buck- 
hurst^ who had taken off his mask^ and thrown 
aside his hat^ with his domino hanging loose- 
ly upon one shoulder^ and drawn up under 
his other arm^ advanced towards the sofa 
upon which Arnica and her partner had just 
taken their seats^ and beckoned to the latter to 
rise and speak to him. 

Amica observed that the Colonel's brow 
looked clouded either with anxiety or ill 
humour; and saw that he whispered Maurice 
closely in the ear, as if he did not wish their 
conversation to be overheard. She had no 
desire to learn of what it treated, and there- 
fore kept hef seat, till a couple of dominos, 
who appeared to be bucks ^f fashion, and not 
exa£lly in their sober senses, took seats upon 
the same sofa, and she then rose and joined 
Maurice; at the moment she came up to him 
she heard him say, '^ Have you determined 
what to dt> in such a case.?'* 

" I shall set off for Harwich,** replied the 
Colonel; '^ I have arranged matters for that 
purpose/* 
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They now both turned towards Arnica^ and 
at the same instant a crowd of masks, which 
appeared by the shouts of laughter which 
burst from theii lips to be encircling some 
objea of general mirth, came pouring into 
the apartment in which they were stand- 

ing. 

Some time elapsed before they could get a 
peep into the centre of the group, and they 
then perceived an upright coffin, which, when 
they first beheld it, was stationary. 

The Colonel's curiosity was inflamed by so 
itrikitig an objeSl, and pushing his way up to 
it, he perceived the feet of a man issuing out 
from the bottom, and a large plate upon the 
lid upon which was inscribed^ " What yon 
must all come to" 

These words were no sooner read, on the 
- entrance of this moving machine into the 
apartment^ by a set of young fellows who- 
were assembled there merely for the sake of 
quizzing, than they instantly perceived in 
them food for their tormenting powers; and 
crowding round the wooden emblem of mor-^ 
tality, " Here, don't you see/' exclaimed one, 
^'this is, 'What you must all come to?' — - 
Why don't you obey orders/ and rally round 
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Death's standard ?" — " Here we are ! here wc 
are!** cried a dozen or two more. — ^^What 
does Jack in the box want with us, now we 
are gathered round him?" 

'^ Will the dead gentleman who Uves in this 
house^ condescend to tell us his commands?'' 
cried one in the dress of a chimney-sweeper, 
following his sentence by a heavy blow on the 
top of the coffin with his shovel/* 

" Or as thee art apparently no longer of 
this world, wilt thee speak to us by thy spk^ 
rit?" inquired a quaker. 

*^^' Spirit!*' echoed a smuggler; "if there 
was not better spirit in every thimble*full I 
strand, I'd forswear trade." 

'^ If thou hast communication with the 
Devil, I fear thee not," said a friar, holding up 
his crucifix, in sign of his courage. 

'' You'd better not call me out, for I shall 
terrify you all when I appear," growled d 
voice within the coJpSn. 

" Save and protefil us !" cried a miss in fier 
teens: ''I dare say heil be as dreadful as a 
modern romance." 

" Come ! — Why don't you come out if yon 
are coming ?" was vociferated from every 

2 
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side, whilst the crowd increased round the 
objecl of curiosity. 

After some moments thus passed^, the voice 
from within again spoke: ^'I can't — I can't 
let myself out, and I verily believe I shall be 
smothered/' 

^^This is a phenomenon indeed/' said a 
philosopher: ^' a dead man calling out from 
his coffin for air." 

'' That is an air I should never have dreamt 
©f ! " exclaimed a Jemmy Jumps. 

^' What a confounded puzzling case!'* said 
a counsellor, addressing a brother of the 
robe. 

'' Suppose we make it a case of eje&taent/* 
replied the other. 

'' We must take different sides of the case 
for that- purpose/' rejoined the first speaker 
and having placed one of his shoulders to the 
right side of the coffin, whilst hig brother 
placed one to the left side, they quickly over- 
threw the monument of mortality, which fell 
on its bottom, and in the fall received a blovs> 
which a6ied in so happy a manner as to 
unfasten the spring; which the person within 
it .had not, according to hi& own account> 
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been able to loosen; and the lid immediately 
flew open. 

For about half a minute the mirth of the 
party was turned into surprise, for within the 
coffin lay extended what appeared the skele- 
ton of a man^ and of which the most astonish- 
ing part was its great bulk. It drew a sigh as 
if inhaling the air which was let in upon it by 
the opening of the lid ; and then risings 
though not without some difficulty, upon its 
feet, it stretched out, amidst the crowd, its 
right arm, which bore a long dart. 

^' Zounds, here is Death come amongst us !'* 
exclaimed a Merry- Andrew. '^ We have no 
match for him here but the doQor: so here, 
my good friend," seizing hold of a physician 
in his bush wig and gold -headed cane, and 
pushing him up to the skeleton, '*^go and try 
what you can do with him.*' 

^' You are mistaken," replied the do6lor;. 
'' my art is confined to the vitals of man: I 
have nothing to do with his lontf part." 

^' What!" exclaimed a sailor, brandishing 
his short cudgel as he spoke, '' is this Bony- 
part? Why then, damme ! this is the fellow 
I 've been so hugely disappointed in not meet^ 
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ing with half seas aver; but since I have hove 
in sight of hira^ no matter where^ wesha'n't 
part without a grapple now/' 

The skeleton appeared as if he would have 
liked to have made his escape, but no passage 
presented itself for his retreat. 

^*^ How say you. Jack ?" cried another sailor 
advancing up to the first. '' Have you got 
alongside the French pirate? if so, here's one 
of the crew of the Vi6lory, ready to second 
your fire, my hearty!'* 

'^ Avast, Ben! avast!'* replied Jack.—* 
^' Did not our departed hero drub their whole 
navy, with only one arm ; and do you think I 
want more than two to heave their Corsicaa 
commander overboard ?" and with these 
words, uniting agility and strength inthea6l, 
he threw the apparent skeleton across his 
shoulders, and marched with him along the 
room in triumph. 

The shouts and laughter of the masks now 
exceeded all bounds; the bystaaders applaud- 
ing the spirit of the English sailor ; Jack 
himself singing '^ Rule Britannia !" which 
wa» chorused by his brother tars; and the 
poor skeleton, frightened almost into a ghost, 
exclaiming, that he. was a real true-bora 
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Englishman \vho had only assumed that cha-- 
ra6ier in fun^ and praying M'ith all his might 
for mercy. 

At lengthy approaching near the door 
which opened upon the grand-staircase, and 
beginning to grow rather weary of his em- 
ployment. Jack let his hony burden fall; and 
the poor skeleton, ashamed to return to th& 
apartments which were open to the company; 
and equally alarmed at the idea of entering 
the streets in his present trim, slipped through 
the first door which presented itself to bis 
view, and which led him into an elegantly- 
furnished bed-chamber: where we shall for a 
while leave the unfortunate Jarvis Block, for 
he it was who had been the obje6i of the 
merriment just described, though his adven- 
tures in Lady Dellavars house are not yet 
concluded; merely stating, that having in 
some old magazine read an account of a 
person who had gone to a famous masque- 
rade of the $till more famous Mrs. Corncly 's in 
a cofiSn, anxi excited much terror and surprise, 
he had resolved to go thus equipped to Lady 
Dellaval's; only with the addition of being 
prepared to emerge from hia confinement in 
the guise of a skeleton, which he considered 
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iTirould add considerably to the terrific efFe6l. 

But in the first instance^ not having made 

liimself per{e6lly acquainted how to manage 

the spring by which the lid was to be opened^ 

we have seen him upon the point of being 

smothered; and in the second^, by the want of 

a little ready wit in his own defence^ we have 

seen him on his escape from the coffin^ 

upon the point of being shaken^ and bruised 

into a jelly; Ve shall not therefore leave him 

without subje£l for meditation^ nor devoid of 

, cause for gratitude^ that his fate was not worse 

than it proved. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Morning advances. 

XjLBOUT half past two o'clock, the sup- 
per-rooms, decorated in a most superb 
style of Eastern magnificence, were thrown 
open. 

We have already repeatedly seen that 
no event in the Colonel's life posses&ed 
any interest for Arnica; and probably the 
declaration which she had heard him 
make that evening of hi^ contingent in- 
tention of setting out for Harwich, would 
not have recurred to her memory, had 
not Maurice Slanton appeared to have 
been in some degree concerned in the 
circumstances which had produced this 
reply; and as the most trifling transac- 
tion immediately gained consequence with 
her in proportion as he appeared in- 
volved in it, she could not forbear mak* 
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ing some inquiry of him concerning the 
Colonel's journey, 

^^ The Colonel is liot going to make 
any journey that I know of/' replied 
Maurice, with some degree of hesitation. 

'' It is unusual to perceive you so 
much in his «; confidence as you appear 
to night/' returned Arnica; and before 
Maurice could reply to her observation, 
she was addressed by Sidney Valmont, 
who informed her, that he was com- 
missioned by Lady Dellaval to tell her, 
that she had reserved her a seat near 
herself at the supper table. " Give me 
leave to conduct you to it/' he added, 
drawing her arm through his as he spoke ; 
'' her LaSyship says, you have absolutely 
deseirted her all night, and she is quite 
au desespoir till she sees you again/' 

Knowing Valmont to be exercising the 
authority of a ste-vard to Lady Dellaval's 
party, Maurice felt himself compelled to 
resign Amica^ but followed her to her 
seat. 

Arnica found that the place which had 
been reserved for her was at a short 
distance from Lady Dellaval, and next to 
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Sir Jasper; she was constrained to accept 
it ; but it afforded her some relief to find 
that there was room for Maurice on her 
otffer side. 

The Baronet appeared entirely to have 
forgotten Lady Charlotte Townly ; ' he 
seemed incapable of beholding any one 
but Arnica. — His gallant attentions to her 
were unbounded; for the first time in her 
life she felt shame caused by the a6lions 
of another; she considered that the eyes 
of all the table were perhaps upon her, 
and ridiculing her for being the subject 
of the old beau's civilities; — she was not 
sufficiently a pupil of the great world to 
be acquainted that at places of this nature, 
persons are too much occupied '"'.ith them- 
selves, and their own plans, to have any 
leisure to 'watch their neighbours. — Anxi- 
ous that he should at least divide his 
attentions between her, and the lady on 
his other side, she assumed courage to 
say, " The lady on your left hand I am 
sure must think me a most unwarrantable 
monopolizer of your civilities; do pray, 
free me from the self-reproach of seeing* 
her negleSied." 
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^' My dear Madam!" ejaculated Sir 
Jasper^ ia a whisper^ ''she is sii^le^ and 
thirty-five; for compassion's sake bid me 
do any thing but turn from beholding 
the Medicean Goddesij, to vrorship 4 
Sybil." 

To reply, was to enter farther into 
the^ labyrinth from which she wished to 
disentangle herself, she therefore remained 
silent 

At supper, the unmasking had become 
general; — the exercise of the dance had 
embellished the cheeks of Amica with a 
bloom which outri vailed all the efforts of 
jurt in most of the females around her; 
who had in dissipation lost the roses of 
nature, and flown to the refuge of the 
cosmetic ; — indeed the loveliness of her aj)- 
pearance was such that she must bare 
inflamed the bosom of a colder man thaa 
Sir Jasper Wormeaten. 

Lost injthe contemplation of that as-^ 
semblage of charms which formed the 
beauteous envelope of a heart, more 
eminent still in every feminine grace, and 
virtue ; — a heart which had declaim itself 

Vol, II. E 



devoted US himy sot Mavnrke l^bnton, 
trbo^ appeatanee reddered bii* c*4«HHy 
&6ci*iiliii|^ ill the eyen of tile feiaaie 9t3r# 
88 Arnica \^8S ki those #f the tnen :-^Thd 
fBLce ^ MauA^e v^n ttei reiMtfkably hatfdk 
some^ but his form was proportioned ac-» 
t^viin'g t^ tb« most eMeilent symnieliry, 
Md his depoftmftnl of the most gNtccful 
feature ; hia eouivlendfMe was e^^reisite of 
animation and manly sense; his ejes vrts% 
of a tivid atii pietcing black; his ^rk 
Ibrowd hair curled ii^ short ringlets en Ins 
forehead; and the actyte share whi^b b&r 
Kad ta^n in the pleasures of the evemog^ 
had caUed into his cbeeks H Htety cdoui^ 
x^hich gave additiondl eiiipreisioB to hk 
eye. 

Lady Delkval caught his features thMrc^ 
hei^ giftss^ and b»viBg cottteotpiated tbem 
fer sotne nieHieRts^ with a ttiest hewitchiag 
smile she challenged him t^ join hes iH 
a gltf«s of \vif>e. 

' SbMtly afkr the female part of Ibe 
conipanj rc^se from the table, and oA 
returning to ttie daneing-room, Lady 
Delias at took the arm of Am tea, aad 
atroUing with her about the apartments. 



the said> *' Well,, m^ deac girl, y4}vk have 
made a most decided; cpaquest— Sir Jasper 
is completely dying for you/' 

'' For me, madam.!" uepUed Arnica with 
a smile. '^ Honour bright ray love, I 
assure you/- returned her Ladyships 
^^ I never in my life saw any thing equal 
to the spirits witb which you inspired 
him in thft dance to-night. — Beyon4 the 
possibility of a daubt>. he'U he laid up 
with the sciatica to-morrow^ a^d very 
likely be conMned by ib to his^ sofa for 
the next three ar four months. — Welt 
what say you^ don't you think he'd make 
yoti an excellent husband?'' "^ 

The idea of the excellence, of a husband 
who was to be confined by the tbsee or 
four months together to his sofa with the 
^eiatiea, brought on by his own folly in 
attempting an exercise equally unfit for 
hk year« and his health, caused Arnica 
radier n^ore than to smile. 

«^ I bpow what your sentiments are, 

exactly," rejoined Lady DellavaJ; ''yon 

think it is impossible that you could love 

him as you would do a handsome younjg; 

B 3 
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fellow of your Own age ;— all that is YHij 
l^atural^ my dear; but there are other 
things besides love to be considered while 
we live in this world of false ideas; — ^it 
can't be expected that you can adore a 
roan of sixty, like a youth of twenty ; 
but still your happiness may materially 
depend on your making as good a wife 
as you are able, to a man of that age." 
' Lady Dellaval paused, and Arnica fear*- 
ing to express herself too freely upotf the 
subject if she ventured a. reply, did not 
"hazard one at all. 

" Why, you know, my dear," continued 
her Ladyship, '' the Buckhurst, are no- 
body; he is merely one of Margaret 
Nicholson's knights — to be sure he is in 
parliament; so are many men that never 
saw the west end of the town till they 
came to take their seats; — monosyllable 
senators, that like the spell-bound Fatima 
in the play, never get beyond a j;es, or a 
no. — The Colonel, to be sure, is «. miga of 
•fashion, and gives some consequence to the 
family; but then you are not his sister; 
.your naime is not even Buekhurst. — ^It h 
really a pity, with, ypur excellent person^ 
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that you are not somebody ; — my father h 
a baronet of very ancient descent; you 
vvould rank high as his wife/' 

To the great relief of Amiea, their con- 
versation was here broken off by the has* 
ty approach pf Lady" Buckhurst : — But 
before we listen to her Ladyship, it ap- 
pears necessary to give something like ajf 
explanation of the motive which could 
a6luate Lady Dellaval in desiring the ser 
cond marriage, of her father ; — and she 
rftally did desire it, although Arnica could 
scarcely injduce^herself to consider what she 
had^^id to her an the subje^, os any tl\ing 
more than the overflowing of her naturally 
high spirits. ,< , 

Notwithstanding Sir Jasper's profession^ 
to the contrary. Lady Dellaval was welj 
acquainted that he had . made many unr 
successful attempts to enter a second time 
into the holy state of matrimony. — Every 
disappointment which he had met with in 
his advances towards the heart of any wo- 
man of honor, he had for some years past 
been in the habit of repaying to himself, 
by purchasing the favour of some Italian 
singer, some public dancer, or somebody 
£3^ 
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equally as 'expensive ; w^ho had dontcrted 
bim into ix&r ^upe^ and made so heavy 
drains lipon his purse^ as fpeqiiently to 
have put hk afiairs to material esibarrass- 
ments. 

On thiB Ifinowiedge it was that Lady 
Dellaval *a6ied ; the world reported -her to 
1^ already sufficiently rich ; hut she who 
Was undoubtedly ^tbe hdst judge «€f her own 
ttflbifs^ had reasons Which were not puh- 
lidtly kiiown^ fot wishing her father's pro* 
perty to ^ijffler as litfle dimunition 'as pos^* 
sible^ before it descended to her; and fot 
this end «he wished hrm married^ <}onsi^ 
derin]^it was more to liis interest to getbini 
married ta any body with the hope o^f liis re« 
maining oonstant io ber ; and witb a good 
^race*to barter tbecertain'losscifflie settlemeiit 
which te would assign to his wife, fcff 
the extravagant annuities, on which if he 
remained unmarried, she was convinced 
it woiild be impossibleto Testrain him from 
wasting-his 'fortune. 

Her Ladyship had not the remotest idea 
of Arnica's affefitions being already be- 
stowed ; and judging that her father's title 
and elegant style 0f life, were sufficient 
to captivate any young; girl's hearty whose 



{JM ^ selttting herself li^ m davated a w* 
jtuatioa ft$ possible; Mid ifindi«g that tke 
fififit sigiht of Allien Jwd riftMAtdd in dh$,im 
nf pi«sion #ie tiavt W her fafher^ abe ea> 
AedAjmil 1^ «eriou# ifvi«b. ibfU; im. usiioa 
might be effe6led between thanij oiad ad» 
^^etiied ito Awiea Ae i$^ seoftiweiits lof Jier 

. ji«Qiicats 4de»8 it leamot ^vrnd to be Bdii 
:w^P of an infinity J diil^itt «atuf# ; iiuA 
{lefprre she had t>^u9 io /e^jMcess jtmap^ w« 
Jiay? fidkoadj i«ea $hlit iLtldjr Sudsliurst:'! 
presence prevented her noply.-r-^Come, 
iBl J jdear,^ said ther lisidt^shq)^ speaking in 
dkmioa's «ar^ ^^do let ^ucr go home mnvf^ it 
fs almodt half an hour past »fi«e ; i nearer 
«at up so late in my Ufe^ .and I Jbeginito 
¥eel^fuite A^py, and chjittj;— I am sure 
i. riioukliYot <wonder if fim ^were ill yonraelf 
«to^morrow/' 

Arnica replied^ '^tthat Ate ivas ready to 
defmrt;,*' «U!id f«dk)wed her .mother's stqjs, 
HKhoiraoved towards Ae door; — "I wish/* 
said fcer LadyAip^ ''me had eittier the Co- 
lonel or Mr. Stanton here to get omr car-* 
riage up for us|" (stopping near the door, 
£4 
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and Idoking round her^) ''one might as 
well look for a needle in a bottle of hsiy, 
ai! for any bodj we want to find here. 
*-I think it ain't quite so civil of both 
^f them to have run away from us just 

at the time we want to be going home ; 

what shall we do ?'* 

Just as she spoke these words^ a person 
in a handsome green livery with gold e<* 
paulets, a gold laced hat^ gold headed 
cane> and a mask on his face^ advancec^ 
and said, ''Allow me to have the honour 
of inquiring for your carriage^ Madam ;— ^ 
whose shall I call?"' . * 

" Loi:d^ Sir !'' returned Lady Buckhurst^ 
"" I see by your mask you are one of the 
company, and I can't think of troubling 
you to go out in the cold/* 

" Oh, Madam/' returned the mask, "I 
have all the evening been in search, of >a 
lady's place; and I am quite delighted at 
finding an employment." 

'vWell, Sir, you are verv^olite> I am 
sure," replied her Ladyship, *" if you will 
be so good; it is Lady Buckhurst's car-: 
rii^el want/' 
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• The eliegant footman bowed, and ran 
down stairs to execute his commission. 

'* What a genteel, obliging young gen- 
tleman that is/' said her Ladyship/ ''I am 
sure it is very fortunate we have met 
with such a civil person, as our own gen-* 
tlemen have left us ; — ^If they come to us 
before the carriage gets up> it is alt yfery 
well, but I shan't wait a minute for them^ 
I can tell them, when it is once am*^ 
nounced." ^ > - t 

That the Colonel, was regardless of Ae 
duties of prote6lion of which her mother 
and herself at that moment stood in need 
Arnica was not at all surprised; where 
Maurice could be, that he had thus de- 
serted her^ she was entirely at a loss to 
^uess. 

In less than a quarter of an hour, the 
mask in livery returned with information 
that Lady Buckhurst's carriage was the se- 
cond in waiting ; and her Ladyship re- 
turning lu^ii^many thanks for his civility, 
begged Arnica to lose no time in going 
down stairs, lest it should be compelled to 

drive off before they reached the. hall. 
E 5 



•' Wtth yout teave, madam/' said the 
ma&> I will offer my services to^ the youii^ 
-lady^ ^he may require more protdSiioii than 
'^ursdf in pressing through the erowd/^ 

''Thank you. Sir, thank you/' replied Lady 
Buckhurst, ''that is very wisely observed.-— 
I see you are used to the ways of the world." 

'* I should else be very unfit for my occu- 
pation,^' he returned; and presenting his arm 
to Amiea, he led her down by it; and in a few 
moments more her mother and herself weie 
leat^ in their carriage. 
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Misfortunes never come single. 

A SLIGHT €Mi$e for moitificiJiaa nnfcs 
ideeper into tlie fheact of one ivho haa^ niot 
^epjoye^ the l^eQefits of a liberal oducation, 
tfthikD dp^ a >str(M9^er 'QUe Siv rC^xoitio^* a 
fiensation of the opposite nature.«*^Thus 
itn 4heir way ^me |[ia4y Buckhurst ap- 
-peafed teotifely to luMre forgotten jtbe %a- 
^^anseooefit ^he ,4tad deri^qd fro^i the fSte« 
in Fefle^uig on (he ill ^consiplimc^nt which 
ffthie 04Uiudei?ed Ma.urace Stapton to have 
jpaid her daugbjber^ and herself, in not hav* 
11^ ' attended them hiome again, ,as he 
had been of their party at setting out. ; 

l4k.e Ainipa, we sihall form no opinipn 
cf his condu^^ till we hear his defence^ 
«<nf To form our judgement on hearing, on^ 
' }y on^ side qf any question^ is lik^ .at- 
tempting to weigh, ^uli^Uac^ upop a. beam 
£ 6 
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ivhich has a scale at only one of its 
ends. 

On reaching Hanover square they found 
it wanted only a few minutes of sevens 
her Ladyship declared that she could not 
go to bed till she had had a cup of ei- 
ther coffee or tea, and entered the draw- 
ing room dire£ling some to be brought 
her. Sir Benjamin they found had re- 
turned from the house between one and 
two^ and after his bird and bottle^ had 
retired to court the embraces of the drow- 
sy god. 

Her Ladyship had determined on tea^ 
^considering it a more refreshing beverage 
than coffee^ and^ whilst putting the leaves 
into the pot, for it was a part of her 
domestic economy never to suffer any body 
but hersc^lf to make tea in her own house^ 
she said^ '^I'U put in a good deal, and 
make it strong, for I think every body 
must be coming away from the masque- 
rade by this time; and so no doubt bu 
we shall have the Colonel and Mr. Stan- 
ton here in a few minutes, and they'll be 
glad of some with us/' 
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The ColoQe1> it must be understood^ bad 
the day ^before quarelled with his landlady^ 
and quitted his lodgings in Bond-street; 
he had already procured others in thd 
•isame neighbourhood^ but there being im- 
pediments to his taking possession of. them 
till the following Sunday, he had in the 
rmean while taken up his abode in his 
father's house. — For this reason her Lady- 
ship e2pe6led to see him return with Maurice 
Stanton. 

Whilst sipping her first cup of tea, Lady 
.Buckhurst imagined she heard a knock at the 
Ofiter door ; and a servant shortly after eji- 
tering the drawing room^ she inquired whe^ 
ther Colonel Buckhurst or Mr. Stanton was 
returned? 

^'They are both gone out again, Ma'an^,** 
was the reply. 

'^Gona out again !" echoed Lady Buck- 
hurst^ "* Why — what do you mean — have 
they been home this morning V 

The servant replied that they had both ar- 
rived at the house about an hour before her 
Ladyship^ and having changed their mas- 
quecadehabits for their morning dresses^ had 
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ordered a post chaise from one of tbc Clear- 
est livery stables^ aad drurea afway in it *)- 
gettier. 

*^ And where did they order themseWes 
to be set down ?" inquired her Lady- 
ship. 

" I really don't tnow, Ma;'ani/' answei^ 
ed the servant^ *' I let them out ; but Mr. 
"Stanton went up to the post-boy^ and gave 
liim his orders in a low Toice^ so that I did 
not hear what he said." 

The servant left the room. 

'' Well, I never heard of such a freiik in 
tny life/' cried her ladyship, ^ as going 
out in a post chaise at this ttme of the 
morning without even resting themselves 
an hour or two in bed after such a fa^ 
iigueing night— It is no business of mine, 
but I believe nobody ever had such (Ad 
whims as Colonel Buckhurst, or at least 
indulged in them so freely; — ^I thought 
Mr. Stanton had been a different kind of 
man.'* 

Arnica thought so too ; and feared lliat 
his absence was not voluntary — ^but en- 
fireiy at a loss in what light to regard.it, 
fihe forebore to utter any observations upon 



*what had just been comniunicaled to them 
'hj the servant — ^* I sfhall set off for Hat- 
'M^ich/' she had oveAeard ihe Colonel say"; 
but she considered that she 'had heard his 
declaration in a manner which did not 
authorise her to repeat it and therefore 
remained silent 

*' Why, my dear child t" exclaimed La* 
dy Buckhurst, fishing her eyes stedfastly 
on Arnica, as she placed before her a se- 
cond cup of tea ; *• Why, where is your 
diamond sprig ?'' 

'^ Is it not in my hair. Madam ?** she 
Teplied, fixing her hand mechanically, on 
the part where she expe6ied to fiAd it; 
and was surprised by its not meeting tiie 
<iduch« 

•^ You have lost it,** rejoined her Lady-^ 
«hip-" What will Mr. Leuwitzer say! — 
and what will you say for yourself, for 
having been so careless about a thing 
of such value ; — a real diamond sprig," 

^^ I must have lost it upon the stairs at 
Lady Dellavars," replied Amica, ''for I 
recollect, that as I was descending them, 
the mask in the habit of a footman, who 
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accompanied me^ told me that my faair 
was falling down^ and fastened for me ft 
comb^ which he said would in another 
minute have dropped out/' 

^' And how could you be so silly," 

>e}aculated Lady Buckhurst, " when he told 

you so, as not to feel for your sprig, the 

.first thing you did, and see that it was 

safe ? — bless me, child, you liave no thought 

at all — none in the world/* 

She immediately rang the bell with 
rapidity, and violence; wh^a the servant 
appeared, '' Oh dear V she cried, " Mijss 
Dimick has had such a loss; go directly 
and see if you can find a diamond spr^ 
in the coach, and bid John and Thqmas 
run as fast as ever they can to my Lady 
Dellaval's, and desire all her servants to 
help them to look if it can't be found 
upon the itfairs, or any where about the 
rooms ; you may say Lady Buckhurst will 
give any body that finds it half-a-crowp, 
for it is real diamond." 

A smile stole over the features of the 
"jservant at this propoiitidn. 

" I will giv45 any body five guineas who 
restores it to me," said Arnica. 
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^ Five guineas^ child V* exclaimed L»dy 
Buckhurst. » 

''Oh yes, Ma'am^ willingly treble that 
sum out of respect to the valued friend 
who presented me with it." 

The servant bowed to Arnica^ and. was out 
of the room in an instant 

'' I wish the Colonel was at home th^t 
we might have his opinion upon what is 
best to be done in this business/' said, her 
Ladyship.1 — '^I declare I have, a g^^at 
mind to ga and wake Sic Benjamin, an^ 
ask his advice . upon it/' 

/'^ Oh no, pray do not," replied Amici^ 
who always felt upon terms of so great 
restraint with her father-in-law, as to 
^read the idea of his being disturbed out 
of his sleep for any affair of her's — " pray 
do not. Madam/' she repeated. 

*' I don't know that it would be of 
much use, indeed,'' rejoined Lady Buck- 
hurst, '' for I question whether he has 
slept off the efifects of his last night's 
bottle yet— well, if the sprig be found, 
and pray Heaven it may, you shall never 
go out in it again with my good will, 
without having it sewed either to your 
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tiair^ #r to yoiir baodeaUj or to wmk patt 
of your head." 

In the course of jt few mtnutes Lady 
Buckhurst's waiting-womflia entened Ae 
room with intelligence that the dianumfi 
«prig was tiot in the iCoadi^ a«d (that all 
the male servants wete gome to Ladf 
IMlavars in search of «t. 

Arnica bccioog^ her mother to go to 
"bed, promising to aend ^ler wocd if anjr 
success attended the seri^ant's rjeK»ircbcts^,: 
9ier lAdy^ip declared that she kneur i/t 
would be quite impossible for her to sleep 
ditl her niM was <made qaay a1»aiit the 
iiprig;t and "tfiey accordingly contioa^ 
fitting {4n the drawing«>room. 

Nearly a» hoor elapsed without Hhe 
Tetiirn of any servants ; and her Ladysfaipl^s 
anxiety ''■■ increased, as she construed thetr 
absence into a <very unptomising omen.—* 
Almost every five minutes she had looked 
at her watch, and Aiad just said, *' I declase 
it is almost half a^r «ight, we ahril 
.3iave Sir Benjamin up in an hou||L or a 
little more/'— when a noise helowy as of 
. the feet of several persons moving rapidly 
jd>Qut, and whispering, or at least talking 

( 
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in low voices, ttttracted her flfttention/' 
'' HaA!" said het Ladyship, *' are those 
any of <h6 servants come back ?" 

Eager in her desire of recovering Mr. 
Leuwitaer's present. Arnica sprang from 
her seat, and running out of the room, 
leant over the bannisters, from whence 
part of the hall could be see,n;-^at the 
foot of the stairs, upon the point of 
ascending them, a gronp of figures inet 
her sight; but one alone was recognised 
by her; and this was Maurice Stanton, 
whom she beheld ^ with liis waistcoat and 
neckcloth dyed in blood: f/he ottered a 
loud shriek, and sunk senseless to the 
ground. 

When recollection returned to Arnica, 
she found herself extended on a scffa in 
the drawing-room, and surrounded by 
Xady Buckhurst and several female ser- 
vants. — " Wliere h he? — Where is he?** 
she wildly exclaimed. 

^' In bed, my dear, in bed? and the 
surgeon is with him, and there is such 
work," replied her Ladyship. 

'^ But he lives ? — ^he is not dead? — ^he 
liveSi dpes he not?" rejoined Arnica. 
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'' Oh yes, he is alive now/v returaed, 
liady Buckhurst, ''but there is no saying, 
how it may turn out — ^such shameful, 
mgrderous doings !*' 

At the sound of these words, the spirite 
pf Arnica were again sinking into iuani- 
ination, but they were recalled by the 
appearance of Maurice Stanton himself, 
who entered the apartment^ and advancing 
hastily up to the sofa, took her hand in 
his, and exclaimed, " Dear Arnica, how i^i 
it with you ?" His waistcoat and linen had 
been changed, and there were now no 
stains of blood remaining upon him. 

Amica fixed her eyes on him in silence, 
with, an expression of mingled delight and 
astonishment. 

'' Did you suppose that it was I who 
was wounded?'* asked Maurice. 

Amica endeavoured to speak; she in- 
tended to say, ''Thank God, that you are 
not," but a flood of tears prevented her 
ntterance. ^ 

^ Colonel Buckhurst has been unfor- 
tunately wounded this morning in tha 
shoulder, in a duel/' Mauricq coutiinied* 
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*' I supported Bim in my arms in our 
way hither from Hyde-park ; and it was 
^is blood which you saw on me when wfe 
first entered the house," 

'' Yes/' exclaimed Lady Buckhurst^ 
" the Colonel is wounded through and 
through. by a French:uan, and God alone 
knows^ as I said before, what will be the 
end of it — however I have had Sir Benjaitiia 
called, and he is getting up/' 

A person of much more importance to ttie 
Colonel's recovery, at that moment entered 
the room; it was the Surgeon who had 
attended the duellists to the place of ap^ 
pointment, and who informed the party 
assembled that he had succeeded in extracting 
the ball. 

To their inquiries relative to his opinion 
of his patient's chance of recovery, he 
replied, that as the Colonel possessed a 
strong constitution, he entertained very 
little fear of his eventual safety, but was 
apprehensive that he would endure mudt* 
pain, and that his confinement would be of 
long duration. — He added, '^ that he had 
administered to him a composing draught — 
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it was therefore necessary/' be said^ ''that 
he should be kept as q^uiet aa possible^''' 
aud prcDiisiDg to see him 9gaia ia a 
couple of hours^ h« kfl the houie.^ 
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CHAPTER VIL / 

Explanation. 

WK shdl avail ourselves of the interval 
ef bis s^seiice for layiag before our feau;3rs« 
the partieulars of the duel which had beea 
atteoded with so disagreeable a coaseqyuenc<r 
to one of the parties* 

• Tlmy ave not strangers to the hasty and 
ardent passion whieh took possession of the 
lieart of Gokmel Buckhurst at \m first 
night of Ijfk Belle Emigree, who was em^ 
ployed as th« eoibroideress of Lady Delia- 
val's Egyptian dress; nor of the^ promise 
whidi her JLadyship made^ to give him 
mformation of her nane and place of 
ilbodej as soon as be should bling her 
the present of a diamond buckle and 
feather. 

: A maQ of gaHantry suffisrs no obstacles 
which are surmountable by human means> 
to stand in the way of the gratification 
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of his unprincipled desires; accordinglj 
having procured a present, answerable at 
least in appearance to the demands of her 
Ladjship^ (fqr we hfcve already said that 
the diamonds of which the present was 
manufactured^ were only excellent imita* 
tions of the real stones; an additional 
instance that fashionable friends only keep 
up the appearance of promises) he carried 
them to her on the Saturday morning 
preceding her f8te, requiring in return^ a 
full account of all she knew concerning 
the lovely French woman. 

Lady Dellaval informed him that \liec^ 
name was Le Blanc ; that she resided on 
a second floor in an obscure street in the 
vicinity of Leicester-square, adding, that 
she was sure the poor womam was in very 
abject circumstances. 

Within an hour after the receipt of 
this intelligence, the Colonel proceeded to 
the house to which her Ladyship ha4 
directed him ; a knowledge, of the number 
led him infallibly to the right dwelling, 
and a convenient brass lettered plate upon 
one of the door-posts, by the side of 
nearly half a dozen bell-handles, directed 
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bim which to pull^ in order to Call down 
the lodgers on the second floor: — In a 
few minutes time^ a dirty little girU 
opened the door; '^Are you Mrs. Le 
Blanc's maid, my dear?'' — asked the 
Colonel ; — for he was a pupil of Cherry's, 
and knew that every man who hopes for 
success in an intrigue, ^f must bribe the 
ehamber*maid that betrays him, and court 
the footman that laughs at him;" so 
directly called her, ^' my dear," whom he 
would scarcely have uttered one sentence 
to have saved from crucifixion, had she 
been any body else's servant, for the sake 
of the mistress to whom she belonged. 

The girl replied in the affirmative, and 
the Colonel desired, her to shew him up 
stairs — In a small room which seemed 
to be appropriated to all the purposes of 
life, but that of retiring from its toils, sat 
the object of his passion, employed in 
making some artificial flowers; the ma^ 
terials for composing which were hanging 
on lines tied across the apartment; where 
they were placed to dry after having 
been dipped in the various dyes requisite 
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ta vender them oi ua^ to their Miifltri^m 
mistress* 

Madams I# Blanc worn frMm bev cbk 
ployment^ aod^ ^ith all the natural #(iaft 
and politeiiess qS a French we«na9« r^ 
qit^^ilj^d ta know the Colaners comtoaads. 
^hp Cttkmel leplied Aat he had been in- 
f^viod^ that she sold fea&ers and flowers^ 
spd that he v^ished to purchase some;— • 
Madame Le Blanc ivas infiQiteljr better 
acquaiAted wUh the Eeglish language^ 
thaA was ColoE^el Buckhurst with the 
French^ but that is not saucing much for 
the kuowkdge possessed on either side^ 
and there was some difficultjr in thek 
cowmiuiicatioft. 

In oioe comer of the chimney sal an 
aftcienfc fismale habited iA the French 
costiHMe^ whose nansera apftoared pecul^ 
arlj slaS and eourtlj^ and who kept eying 
the Colonel with, an expcession of the utr 
nuxrt vigilance aiid fceennesa. 

Looking carelessly into the box of 
ftftwers which Madame Le Blanc pre- 
sented to him £or ins{)ection» the Colonel 
iaquired: what wa& the pdce of them all ? 

2 



'^ Of them aH, Monsieiiir ?'^ eckoed 
Madame Le Kane.— ^' Oh, jesy aH> aid, 
am, al}/' replied the Ceionel. 

Something abe^e fire potfiid^ pe&^ed to 
be tlie amoant of ait the box conktk^. 
The Celofiel put a tidB pound ftoU jMC^ 
her band, out of which he tefmei to 
take 8iny ehaag^, and teHing her he shoti^d 
call and buy some mwfe of hcfr Tiny dooif, 
perhaps tbe next day, contrived to sffn^z^e 
her hand aC putting tbe money into^ if, 
and depart satkfied tlMit he should by 
d^ees ariiiv^ at the summit c^ hbt 
wishes. 

Tbe following day, being Snndbf, he . 
felt sontie hesitation about repeating his 
Tf»U> a$ he eouhi net with any d^ei^ of 
fisLu^iHty msifce a second excuse ef pai^ 
e&ash^ eiAi^ ftowei^ or feaCherfir agaui » 
soon^ c^eoially oo a day on which it did 
not appear Kkigfy they were to he wofn. 
Tbe eolle<itio« whieh he bad b^Might; had 
been sent careftriSy paefced fio M^ loc^ 
k^ dndi 1liei%' llrey still stl>od> nnptiteked 
Hy Km. 
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On the Monday^ however, his impatience 
to behold the fair emigree carried him 
thither before noon; the same girl who 
had before admitted him onto the house 
ushered him up stairs — the apartment 
appeared, if possible, in greater dissorder 
than before ; the fire was dying out in 
the stove, and there was no person in the 
room. — In the course of a few minutes 
Madame Le Blanc entered from an inner 
chamber, apologizing for her dress, she 
said, 'Uhat her husband's mother,'' (at the 
sound of the word husband, something 
like a twinge of dissatisfaction, seized the 
Colonel in the heart, but he did not 
suffer it to appear that he felt any symp- 
tom of the kind, and Madame Le Blanc 
proceeded) '^ her husband's mother/* she 
said, '' whom he had seen sitting in the 
fauicuil, the last time he had done her 
the honor to call, had been very ill all 
night, almost dying they feared^ and she 
had been watching by her/' 

The Colonel requested to look at some 
muslin cravats ; Madame Le B^^nc replied, 
'' that she did not sell them." — '^ You 
must get some muslin, and make me some 



HUMAN BEINGS. , 101 

then/' he replied, '' I shall be the hap- 
piest fellow alive with some linen made 
by your beautiful hands/' and taking hold 
of each of hers in his, he imprinted on 
them both a kiss. 

Madame Le Blanc withdrew her hapds; 
and saying that if he would send some 
muslin, she would thankfully make it up 
for him, begged him to excuse her then, 
as she could not longer leave her raofter ; 
the Colonel endeavoured to detain her; 
but she slipped from him^ and retired into 
the chamber. 

At her mistresses command^ as he sup- 
posed^ and as was doubtless the case, the 
girl appeared to shew him out; he was 
compelled accordingly to depart, or be 
guilty of an intrusion which might ruin 
his future prospects; — as he followed her 
down the first flight of stairs, he reflected 
on the mention which Madame Le Blanc 
lad made of her husband's mother; — a 
husband he considered might prove a 
serious obstacle to his happiness; but then 
be coasidered likewise that her busbaii4 
F 5 



nigbt he dead^ although his mother was 
9tUl alive. 

Upon the second flight of stairs thejr 
yrere met by a mau ^bose dress and 
countenance denoted him to be a foreigner ; 
on his features were pourtrajed a dignity^ 
and frigidity of feelings although his dress 
bespoke poverty, if not extreme indi- 
gence. — He fixed his eye sternly on the 
Colonel a^ they met; made a slight obe- 
isance^ and. continued to ascend the 
stairs: 

'' Who was that man?'* asked Colonel 
Buckhurst^ of his condu£lress, when they 
were arrived at the door which opeoed into 
the street. 

^' My master. Sir," replied the girl. 

^^ What! Madame Le Blaoc's husband?*' 
93ked the Colonel. 

" Yes, Meseer Le BlanA:,'* answered she. 

*' They don't appear to be very rich 

^ people,*' rejoined the Colonel. 

f '^ Oh dear heart, no!'' returned the girl, 

''they were all forced to run away 

from France^ and leave all they had 

l^ehind them, b^caujie the Frppch King, 
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p^dor g€iideinaii) was kitldl^ aft I lui¥e 
tmdeirBtood— tbey we poor^ and diBtresned 
«no«igh 1 am certain i and how tfa^y are 
eTer to pay the docldr diey had to oM 
tiMdam kA nighty I eant think/' 

A bell, which Molly knew to be bet 
summons, now mudding, she shut tiUfe 
door upon Ihe Colonel, and ran to at- 
tend it. 

But the Colonel had, as he thought, 
heard enough; he had both read, and 
•been told, of the easy tempers of French 
husbands; of the lively dispositions of 
French wive^ ; the inability of both sexes 
to endure poverty, or a^ least their want 
of firmness in holding* out against any 
amelioration of circumstances which pre^ 
fients itself to their relief, in whatever 
guise it may come drest; and fully im- 
pressed with the idea that the unfortunate 
Le Blancs were exactly Human Beings of 
this forlorn and pitiable natune, he resolved 
without further hesitation to send the lady 
a carte blanch in the morning. 

When the morning arrived, he changed 
his opinion about sending it, and resolved 
to call once more at the emigrant's lodg^ 
F 4 
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ings^ and put it into the hands of Madame 
Le Blanc herself. The same girl opened 
to him the door^ but peremptorily refused 
to suffer lis going up stairs ; the old lady^ 
she said^ ^as very bad^ almost at the point 
of death ; and her master had charged her 
to deny every one admission. 

'* If she is -dying/' thought the Colonel, 
*' the greater will be their want of money 
to defray the expences of her funeral; I 
shall be sure of success/' 

He directly returned to Hanover-square, 
for we have already said, that he bad 
quitted bis Bond-street lodgings on the 
preceding day; and having composed as 
tender an epistle as he was capable of, he 
dispatched one of his grooms with it to 
Madame Le Blanc's apartments, directing 
him to deliver it at the door, and come 
away. 

Our readers will doubtless recollect the 
high spirits in which the Colonel appeared 
on the morning of Lady Dellaval's mas* 
querade ; that Lady Buckhurst attributed 
4hem to his anticipation of the fete ; and 
that be, to. her great astonishment, declared 
he had almost forgotten that it was to take 
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place that day; and they will now per- 
ceive that his animation proceeded from 
the security with which he looked forward 
to the reception of a favourable answer to 
liis billet-doux. When Maurice Stanton 
and himself were left together after dinner 
by the departure of Jarvis Blocks his heart 
being open with the double effects of the 
wine and anticipated delight; he had just 
begun to inform his companion^ that he 
had better game in view for that evening 
than the masquerade^ when a note was 
brought to him^ which the instant he re- 
ceived it^ he knew to be the paper that 
contained his fate. 

But what was his mortification^ and 
surprise^ on breaking the seal to find^ not 
as he expected^ a tender appeal to his 
feelings^ written by' the hand of the fair 
Frenchwoman^ with a declaration of her 
readiness to accept one, two, or more 
thousands, as her modesty and modention 
might have suggested to her, at his hands, 
for the relief of her husband and herself; 
but the following words which were suc- 
ceeded by the signature of Jean Guillaume 

¥5 
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Le Blanc^ wbich doubtless meant the hus* 
band himself. 

'* Sir, 
^' Although you behold us^ bj our 
^ attachment to an unjustly martyred 
*^ monarchy driven Vrom our natire land, 
^Vand experiencing in a foreign country 
** the^ sad privation of those comforts to 
1* which we have before been accustomed ; 
^ we thank God that our sentiments are 
''^ not sunk with our fortunes — that An- 
^' toinette Le Blanc still considers the 
^^ preservation of her honour superior to 
*' any amelioration of her circumstances; 
** and that her husband still retains in his 
^.present humiliating situation, sufficient 
^' pride to regard the revenging an insult 
*^ offisred to her as his first duty. — I will 
^* in person reply to your billet to- 
♦' morrow morning at seven o'clock at — 
•' in Hyde-Park— to which place I shall 
«< be accompanied by a friend. 

'' J. G. Le BI.ANC. • 

The meaning intended to be conveyed 
was too plain to allow the Colonel to 
hesitate upon it for a single moment; 



HVMJLK nmnois. 107 

and having engaged Maurice M his seeendj 
he endeavoured to wait with as much coicK. 
posure as possible^ the hour of trial. 

In the course of the evening he dil- 
patobed a note to a sui^eon of eminence^ 
requesting his attendance at the place of 
appointment; and at about five on the 
following mornings having stolen away 
with Maurice from the masquelrade^ Ufl- 
perceived bj Lady Buckhurst and Arnica^ 
they returned to Hanover-square^ Whefe 
they threw off their masks, and dresses, and 
proceeded towards Hyde-Park, in the hired 
chaise, as Sir Benjamin's footman has already 
related. 

'' I shall set off for Harwich,'* Aisnca 
had overheard the Colonel say, in repty 
to the demand of Maurice; and it wlU 
BOW easily be guessed that l!he quesiioif to 
which this was the answer, was an inquiry 
whether he had resolved what course to 
pursue, in case his antagonist should faH, 

Monsieur Le Bianc and his friend, who 
was a countryman of his own, were just 
arrived upon the spot of rendezvous, when 
Maurice and the Colonel reached it — tlie 
surgeoft was also true to his appointment^ 
F 6 
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The seconds having paced the grounds 
it alone remained to be decided who was 
to have the first fire. For this advantage 
each^ upon difi*erent pleas> for some minutes 
contended; and it was at length agreed 
that they should fire both together. — The 
signal being given^ the awful tri^ers were 
drawn — the Colonel's bullet passed through 
.the air without effect; that of Monsieur 
Le Blanc lodged in the right shoulder of 
his opponent. 

Colonel Buckhurst sta^^red a few steps, 
and fell into the arms of his seconds who 
with the assistance of the surgeon carried 
him back to the chaise. 

We hare already beei\ apprized of their 
arrival in Hanover^squaie^ and shall there* 
fore now proceed again regularly in our 
story ; and we wish that in giving that faith* 
ful copy of nature which a history of Human 
^JBeings demands from our pen^ we were not 
compelled to dwell upon the characters of 
, those who conceive it no sin to attempt the 
seduction of a wife^ or^to expose their lives^ 
which' are not in their own keepings to the 
ch^^nce of an antagonist's fire. There is 
only one consideration which makes us 
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amends for the necessity^ which is^ that^ 
as in paintings light would not appear 
Mrith half its brilliancy^ but for the shade 
to which it it contrasted ; so^ in the history 
of Human Beings, we hope the virtues of 
the good will operate with double force, 
by heing opposed to the vices of the bad. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

Irritation and Anxiety . 

About three quarters of an hour after the 
fiummoas to rise had been sent to Sir Benja* 
vxiii, . he entered the drawing-room in his 
morning gown and slippers^ rubbing his eyes 
with both his hands^ and apparently still more 
asleep tlian awake. 

The servants being all well acquainted with 
the Knight's extravagant fondness for his only 
son^ and the violent irritability of his temper^ 
had merely repeated to him her Ladyship's 
request to him f o rise^ and left it to* her to 
explain to him the cause. 

"What's the matter?" he exclaimed, 
staring upon the assembled group. " Why 
jou have not been in bed all night — ^have 
you? What am I wanted for? Is any body 
dead?" 

'^ No, my dear! no: — he's not dead/' re- 
plied her Ladyship. '^ Pray don't fluster and 
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fliirr; yourself; all will go well with good 
nui^ing^ and good pbysic> and so on^ I dare^ 
say: such things will happen to men of ho-* 
Bour." 

<^ Zounds!'' yociferated the Knight^ be« 
ginning to tremble from crown to toe: ^' yoii 
don't mean that the Colonel — that my son— «» 
that he has been — Let me see him dire6ily ! — 
Where is he? — ^Where is he?" and he was 
Imrsting out of the room in search of him> 
but was prevented by Maurice^ who entreated 
bim not to go abruptly into his son's pre- 
sence; nor at all for the present^ as it bad 
:^been the particular desire of the surgeon that 
he should not on any account be disturbed. 

Upon this confirmation of his fears, Sir 
Benjamin no longer entertained the power 
to move^ if he still feit the inclination, and 
aunk into the nearest chair, almost gasping 
lor breath: ''Tell me all! tell me all!-^ 
only say he is not dead/' cried the Knight 

Of this Maurice in the most positive terms 
assured him, as also that there was every 
chance of the Colonel's being pronounced 
free from dangerous symptoms on the return 
of the surgeon, which he told him would take 
place in a very short time; and having given 
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him sotne ease bjc this declaration^ he proceed- 
ed at bis desire to give him the particulars 
relating to the duel. 

'' What a brute ! what a rascal !" exclaim- 
ed Sir Benjamin, ere the story was yet con- 
cluded, to tofB-against the life of a man that 
offered to become his benefa£lor, when he was 
driven into a foreign country in distress! — 
Oh, damn the French ! there is not an honest 
man in their whole nation; and instead of 
receiving such rascals intp our kingdom, it is 
a pity, aye and a shame, that government did 
not hang them all by the heels on the shore 
where they first landed/* 

^' Aye, so I say,'' cried her Ladyship : " a 
fine pass the times are come to indeed when a 
French remtgrant is to challenge an English 
Colonel in his own land; and not only a 
Colonel, but the son of a British parliament- 
man too! If you don't lay the afiair before 
the house. Sir Benjamin, and demand redrew 
from the nation, I say you are to blame/' 

^^ How should I lay it before the house?'* 
demanded Sir Benjamin peevishly. 

''How?" replied hiswife^ misunderstand- 
ing the application of the word HowF--^ 
^' why in jone of your speeches/* 
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*'l make no speeches there/' returned he^ 
the pettishness of his tone increasing: '^if I 
got upon my legs, nobody would listen to me 
any jnore than they would to you." 

The pursuance of this dialogue was inter- 
rupted by the entrance of one of the footmen, 
who brought information that every room at 
Lady Dellaval's had been searched again and 
again for the diamond sprig, but without 
success. 

Lady Buckhurst's plaints and waitings 
were now all turned to the loss her daughter 
had sustained; and as she expressed her la- 
mentations in higher notes than agreed with 
the present state of her husband's nerves, he 
left the room, requesting Maurice to accom-^ 
pany him to his study. 

They had not long entered this apartment 
ere Maurice perceived the surgeon coming 
across, the square towards the house, and 
went out into the hall to meet him, as did Sir 
Benjamin. 

The surgeon requested to be allowed to gd 
alone to the Colonel's chamber, promising in 
a very short time to bring them down correGl 
information of the state in which he found his 
patient. In a few minutes they received 4 
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suimnoiis from him to go up themselyes: 
this Sir Benjamin^ with expressioiis of the 
greatest delight^ obejed. Having entered the 
apartment^ the sdrgeoo permitted Sir Benja^ 
mia Jo approach the bed of his sod, who 
extending his left hand towards hts father, 
fihook one of Ms in it^ and said, " I dmll do 
very well, Si;;^ I shall do/' He repeated the 
same ceremdhy, accompaaied by tiie same 
words, to Maurice, andtbey were thendesured 
to retire. 

The surgton went down with them: to Sir 
Benjamin s inquiiiies he replied, that he pouM 
not, till twenty-four more hours had elapsed, 
declare the Colonel absolutely free from 
danger, but that he firmly believed him so at 
tbe present moment. 

" Do, pray. Sir — do all you can for him," 
cried Sir Benjamin, catching the &urgeon'k 
hands in his. ** Come half-a-dozen times a 
day, if it is in your power, to sec him : you 
shall be well paid for your trouble I promise 
you.'* 

Sir Benjamin requested the surgeon to sit 
with him a few minutes ; and whilst he re- 
mained, he questioned him, " Whether there 
w^ no methodj no law, by which he could 
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puaish tbe Fceach viUaki wko had wounded 
his son?'* 

The sui^ofi replied^ that knowing his 
aiitagomst to be severely wounded^ Mon* 
sieur Le Blanc had doubllessf secreted him^ 
self in some place of retirement^ where he 
would remmtii. till he learnt die event of 
the Coloners hurt. '' But/' added he, ^"as 
the duel was fought in every respefil agree- 
ably to the laws of honour^ and as I have 
alrcady informed you that there are no 
serious apprehensions for the fate of your 
son^ you cannot^ as a geQtlenian> be justi^ 
fied in taking any steps against a man thus 
situated/' 

'^ What not against a Frenchman ? — a ras** 
tally Frenchman ! — Does not that alter the 
case?"' cried Sir Benjamin. 

^^£very man who is admitted into this 
country a3 a friend^ enjoys the same rights as 
if he were himself an Englishman/' answered 
the surgeon. 

** It is time we should grow more careful 
whom we admit as friends then^ since we find 
the snakes will turn upon their benefa6lors/' 
replied Sir Benjamin; ^' and all my hope is^ 
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that this fellow may rot in a jail for his obsti- 
nacy and ingratitude." 

When the surgeon was gone, and Maurice 

again left alone with the Knight, he was thus 

addressed by him : '^ I anoi greatly obliged to 

you, Mr.. Stanton; greatly obliged indeed, by 

the friendship you have shewn for my son, in 

having been his second in this affair, and 

taken care of him home, and helped to put 

him into his bed yourself; all which I take 

very kindly of you, indeed — I assure you I 

do; and you would much increase the obligate 

tion, if you would write a line to Mr. Leu- 

witzer, stating that it would be a great satis- 

fa6lion to me, if he would suffer you to remain 

with us a few days longer, just to see what 

turn the Colonel's wound may take. If you 

will prepare a letter, one of my grooms shall 

ride over to Richmond with it, and deliver it 

into Mr. tcuwitzer's hands himself, that you 

may be sure he gets it.'* 

Maurice could not do otherwise than com- 
ply with this request in the present situation 
of the person who advanced it, notwithstand- 
ing the promise he had made to Mr. Leu- 
witzer of returning to Richmond that after^ 
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noon: be accordingly wrote to him a full 
account of the reasons which prevented hint 
from keeping his word, and one of Sir Benja- 
min's servants was immediately commissioned 
to be the bearer of it. 
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CHAFTEK IX. 

The Miniature. 

About the hour of three, as loud a rap as 
a muffled knocker would allow, announced a 
visitor, who proved to be Lady Dellaval: she 
was ushered into the drawing-room, to which 
Sir Benjamin had now returned, and where 
Arnica had prevailed upon him to suffer her to 
make him some tea; for, late as the hour was^ 
he had ^et tasted no breakfast. Lady Buck- 
harst was lying upon the sofa, where she was 
endeavouring to repair to herself her want of 
sleep during the night: Maurice alone was 
absent, being employed in administering to 
the Colonel some light refreshments, which 
the surgeon had ordered him to take. Lady 
Dellaval said, that having heard of the Colo- 
nel's misfortune, she could not rest satisfied 
without making personal inquiries afW his 
safety. Sir Benjamin repeated to her the 
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Opinion of tlie stivg^cMi^ and this was ibilowed 
by a bifitorj of as nm^b as the knight bkn^ 
self was^acqiiaUiteA with of the duel, and it» 
cause. 

After half an hour had been devoted to the 
subje^^ Lady DeHavalgaveaturn to {lie eon- 
versation^ b)^ lamonting the loss which Amaij 
had sustained. '' She hoped/' she said^ ^* Ihat/ 
it would still be fio^nd ; there had been orna- 
ments lost besides her diamond sprig: she 
had then a miniature in her pockety for which 
she had not yet been able to find an owner ; 
and a& she spoke she drew from her pocket 
an oval portrait set in gold^^ and gimrded in 
froni by a crystal i '' It is a handsome pic- 
ture — is it not ?'* she said, putting it into 
the hand' of Amica« who fbirod Ibat it repre- 
sented ayoung man of at most twenty-five. 

When it had been handed round to all pre- 
sent, and each had said that they had never 
seen k before, consequently could not inform 
her Ladyship to* whom it belonged. " I 
think,*' said Lady Dellavalj " I have seen 
somebody lilte it: don't you know any body 
it is like. Lady Buckhurot?" 

^ I tliink it i% like a parson/' returned her 
LadyshipJ fer it is^ dressed m black/' 
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^^ Yes, it appears to be drawn for a clergj^ 
man, or a gentleman in mourning/* replied 
Lady Dellaval; but I miean the countenance. 
Don't you know any body whose counte- 
nance resembles this. Sir Benjamin ?*' 

'^I never could find out a likeness in my 
life/' replied Sir Benjamin, '^till I was told 
who it was/' 

Lady Dellaval smiled, and tunned to Arnica 
for her opinion. Amica had for some mo- 
ments been contemplating the portrait, and 
said, '^ If I did not suppose it impossible that 
it should be he, I could almost think it had 
been painted for Mr. Stanton/' 

*^ Have I ever seen him ?" asked Lady Del- 
laval, earnestly. 

*' He sat next me last night at supper, in 
the dress of a hay-maker," replied Amica: 
^' you invited him to drink a glass of wine 
with you." 

' '' Is that gentleman's name Stanton ?'* 
said her Ladyship. 

^' Yes, it is," answered Amica. 

^' The moment one of my servants, wha 
found it in the drawing-room, brought it to 
me, it struck me as resembling him very 
strongly," returned.Lady Dellaval. \ 
1 / " 
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'^ People may fancy a pi6iure like almost 
any body^ when they don't know who it is 
done for^'" said Lady Buckhurst 

At this jun£iure Maurice came into the 
room: after he had replied to their inquiries 
about the Colonel^ in whom no change had 
taken place^ Lady Dellaval^ bowing to him 
from her seat^ said^ " Mr. Stanton^ will you 
do me the favour to tell me> whether in the 
number of your friends you are acquainted 
with any one who resembles this portrait?"' 

Maurice advanced to receive it at her hand; 
and as she put it into his« Amica remarked with 
surprise that she blushed deeper than her 
rouge^ and she also believed that she saw her 
hand, which waa extended with the portsait^ 
tremble. 

Maurice looked at it attentively for some 
time> amtf as he withdrew his eyes from it he 
turned tiiem obliquely towards a mirror 
which hung over the chimney-piece. 

'* See there !" cried Lady Dellaval/who had 
been watching his features^ ^'Mir. Stanton is of 
our opinion. Arnica: he thinks it like himself^ 
and looks into the glass to see whether it will 
confirm the resemblance/' 
VouII. G 
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Maurice was obliged to confess that he did 
find some similarity between the features 
delineated on (he ivory and his own. 

'' In all probability then. Sir/' replied Lady 
Dellaval^ " it was painted for you, and you 
can inform me to vdiiom I ought to restore 
it; it was dropped in' my rooms last night." 

'' No, indeed. Madam,"' replied Maurice, 
*^1 never sat for my piSlure in my life." 

" But you may have a brother who has," 
replied her Ladyship. 

Maurice answered, '' That he never had a 
brother." 

'' But you must have had a father. Sir," 
said her Ladyship smiling ; ^^ and you can't 
answer for what he may have done." 

'*" Certainly not," returned Maurice: *^ I 
have no recolle6lion of ray father." 

'' The cold air makes ray eyes water abo- 
minably/' cried Lady Dellaval, applying to 
them ber handkerchief. 

A short pause taking place in the conver- 
sation, Lady Buckhurst inquired after Sir 
Jasper. 

"I know nothing about him yet," replied 
Lady Dellaval: ^' after a dance he is never 
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called till six the next evening; but I daresay 
he feels the effefil of his exertions with this 
young lady/* pointing to Arnica: '*^for I 
understood, as I came out, that he had or- 
dered my warm bath to bti heated for him. — 
Well/' she added, after a short pause, '' I 
must go; for I want to find out, if possible^ 
to whom^ this piSiure belongs. Give my love 
to the Colonel, and tell him I hope he intends 
to get well very soon: I shall send to inquire 
after him again this evening." Arrived at 
the door of the apartment, she said, '' Arnica, 
ray dear, do lend me a tippet; I foolishly 
came out without mine, and I don't find my 
pelisse sufficiently warm this morniiig." 

" I'll bring you one of mine down imme- 
diately," replied Amica. 

'^ No, no; let me step up with you to your 
chamber, and put it on there," returned her 
Ladyship. 

Amica led the way, and as soon as they had 
entered the chamber. Lady Delia val said, '' Is 
not Mr. Stanton in the army ?" 

Amica replied in the affirmative. 

'' Who are his connexions," continued 
her Ladyship. '^ Do you know his rela-- 

tions?" 

g2 
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'' Helms not any alive/' replied Arnica: 
^' a most fortunate chance introduced him to 
the knowledge of Mr. Leuwitzer^ the same 
gentleman who was my kind proteSior during 
those years that I was separated from my 
mother; and who has proved himself equally 
a father to him as he has done to me/' 

" h he going to leave you soon?" asked 
Lady Dellaval. 

^^ I understand/* said Amica^ '' that he has 
promised Sir Benjamin to remain with us a 
few days longer, till the Colonel is pro- 
nounced entirely free from danger/' 

*'In the army is he?" returned her Lady- 
ship, after a pause given to thought. 

'' Yes, in the army," repeated Arnica; and 
added, '^ You are very particular in your in* 
quiries." 

''How do you know but I may have a 
mind to marry again," ejaculated Lady Del- 
laval; '^ and may have fixed upon this young 
man for my second husband? — ^To be sure 
you don't think me too old to become a, 
wife?" These words were followed by a 
suppressed sigh ; and throwing the tippet 
across her shoulders, she added, '* This feels 
charmingly warm !^*» I am now admirably 
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armed to brave the frosty air!" and wishing 
Arnica good mornings she returned to^ her 
carriage. 

Arnica did not immediately quit her cham- 
ber^ but continued there in reflexion on the 
inquisitiveness which Lady Deliaval had 
shewn to learn the particulars of Maurice 
Stanton's history. Tormented already herself 
by the attentions of Sir Jasper, she began to 
fear that Malice was about to be circum- 
stanced in an equally unpleasant manner witlt 
Lady Dellayal, as she belieyed her Ladyship 
to be a woman who would not hesitate to- 

avow to any man that he had enrciteo a p^^ 
8ion in her bre£tiftitsis|^|^^^||^ maj b^ 

fully acquitted of indelicacy of sentiment, i£ 
«ven we confess that she heaved a s%fa ladeu 
with the wish that there existed no obstaelea 
to her bestowing her hand on Maurice, and 
by "fteir union putting a period to the views 
and«xpe6bttioiis of those whose deure it wai 
to separate them. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Very unfashionable DoBrinc. 

vJS the following morning no change 
of consequence had taken place in the 
Colonel, his fever ^ ran high, but the sur- 
geon, still supported in his opinion by a 
tnf^^l^d^G 6t tiie slrengih of his paiient'a 
constitution, entertained the most sanguine 
hopes of his recovery. 

About the hour of noon, \(hili^ Mau- 
rice wa^s giving his attention to the inva- 
Hd, he was informed that Mr. Leuwitzer 
was below, and wished to see him ; — in 
a few minutes he obeyed the summons ; 
and on going down into the drawing- 
room found Mr. Leuwitzer there alone. 

'' My dear Maurice," exclaimed the good 
German on his enlrance, advancing to- 
wards ^' e d< or, and putting^his hand upon 
it to ascertain that it '^^(St^ shut^ as if he 
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wished tkeir conversation to be private, 
— '' What is this my dear Maurice I hear 
you have been doing ?*' 

Maurice in surprise inquired to what ac- 
tion of his he alluded. 

'' Could I ever have believed that a 
son of mine/' returned Mr* Leuwitzer, 
^^' for you knoM^ that I look upon you as 
my child ; would so far have disregarded 
those instru6^ons which I have given him 
for his gooo^ and which it always gave 
ine delight to believe that he received 
from me with thankfulness and profit^ 
as to have becoine a party concerned in 
an action of wilful murder?" 

^' Can you mean the duel fought yes- 
terday, Sir ?" asked Maurice. i 

'*, What else can I mean ?" ejaculated 
Mr. Leuwitzer, with more warmth than 
Maurice had ever yet on any occasion seen 
him display." Is not the intention of couj- 
mitting a crime, and the actual con^mis- 
sion of it exa6lly the same to every re'fle6i- 
ing mind ; and in the eye of God ? — what 
else then can I with justice name a meet- 
ing of this horrid nature, which men of the 
world so falsely call a point of honour ? * 

a 4 
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** I waft only a second in the affair^ Sir/' 
mid Maurice. 

'' You were still a party concerned in a 
business at which the heart of every chris- 
tian, every civilized man ought to revolt ^ 
-—and by suffering yourself to appear as 
the friend of one who went out with the 
most criminal intention, did^ not you im* 
ply a tacit approbation of his condu6l?" 
d id not your acceding tj^ the invitati- 
on given you to become asecona, bespeak that 
you would have no hesitation in becoming 
a principal, if the case were ever made your 
own? 

-Whilst we live li. t^,^ world. Sir/* re* 
plied Maurice, *^ we are obliged to conform 
to its rules and opinions/' 

*' What to its evil ones ?'* rejoined Mr. 
Leuwitzer^" no ! no ! no \ — no man is oblig- 
ed^ as you term it, to make a friend of the 
worlds by forfeiting the friendship of his 
own healrt;-— I allow that many men of 
weak minds, and prejudiced opinions, a6l 
thus erroneously ; but instead, of following 
their baneful examples, we should jregard 
them as seamen do land^marks, to guard 
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tiiem firom liie rocks oa which o&en have 
«plit/' 

'^ But fa^ who acted oflierwise^ Sir/' re- 
turned Maurice^ ^' would expose Umself to< 
be branded wiA the stignut of cowaid«" 

** Tell those who name him to/' exclaimed 
Mr. Leowitzer^ ^' that it is a coward who ex- 
poses himself to the £re of an adyersairy's pis- 
tol, because he has not the courage to live 
without Ae jsmptj approbation of such aa 
would fix upon him this epithet;— -that it it 
Hke man of real fortitude^ who dares to lire 
aattsfied with the applause of his own hearty 
— There is no argument in the blade and the 
bullet ; — ^he who is in the wrong stands an 
equal chance of \ictorj^ as^ he who is in the 
light, when they are called upon as the um- 
pires of a dispute :— believe also, that he who 
^omp1I^S%ith the opinions of the world, aa 
they are calkd> wUl not find a single indivi- 
dual of that world> ready to give him any 
consolation under Ibe injury^ wMch in com- " 
pliance with its fbrms^ he may have done to 
the private feelingsr of hia heart;— he will 
only be laughed at, if he ventures to hint 
that his peace of mind has stufibred flrom his 
Mcommodatisg himself to them— he mustf 
c5 
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endure tlie gnawings of conscience^ without 
the balm of sympathy ; — while he who is pos- 
sessed of that true wisdom^ which teaches him 
to renounce all compliance with such form^ 
and opinions as are at variance with the laws 
of religion^ will have a constant source of 
enviable refle6iion within his own breast^ 
which will enable him to bid defiance to the 
sneers of the foolish and unprincipled/' 
. ^^ But/' rejoined Maurice, ^' the dreadful 
sensation of being sunk into any condition^ 
which those amongst whom we are fated to 
live, consider as shameful, is so torturing a 
teflection!" 

'^ It is a luxury, compared to the re- 
j!roacbes of an uneasy conscience," answered 
-Mr. Leuwitzer;. ^'^and from that inward 
and never-ceasing tormentor, no one can be 
exempt, who is forgetful of the first of chris- 
tian duties — the forgiveness of injuries !'* 
- '' But you must allow. Six," jceturned 
Maurice, " that it must be a mind of unusual 
strength, which can meet the contempi of the 
world with this indifierence/* 

'' It must be a mind of some education, I 

grant," said Mr. Leuwitzer ; ^^ one which is 

^st^ciently enlightened to know the sin of 
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isuffering the laws of man to trample atheisti- 
callj upon the prohibitions of God/' — ^f I 
say atheisticalij/' continued Mr. Leuwitzer^ 
" because I think I am not uncharitable in 
concluding that man an atheist^ who in cool 
bloody either sends^ or accepts^ a challenge ; 
for he undoubtedly cannot be a believer in 
God^ who voluntarily transgresses one of his 
principal commandments in taking away the 
life which he cannot give ; and he must either 
be a madman^ or a fool^ to set at defiance the 
vengeance of a God whose omnipotence he 
acknowledges/' 

" Is. it not to be lamented/' replied Mau- 
rice^ ^^ that the nature of accidents in this life 
is such as to place human beings in situations 
of this trying kind?" 

'' They are ordeals of our intrinsic merit/' 
answered Mr. leuwitzer^ '' and if we pass 
through them with true fortitude^ they leave 
us purified for a happier existence in a future 
state." 

Struck by the force of Mr. Leuwitzer's ar- 
guments^ and mortified at having excited his 
displeasure^ Maurice remained silent. 

'' Consider also the enormity of the case in 
which you have been engaged, 'i^bove 41 
G 6 
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otlien whieh rank in the same class/' conti- 
nued Mr Leuwitzer;" you have been the 
public abettor of a man^ who had made the 
diabolical attempt of sedocii^ a married i¥d- 
man from her conjugal fidelity/' 

'' I can advance one argument in defence 
of my conduct^ Sir/' returned Maurice, 
*' which has, I believe, escaped you." 

'' What is that ?" asked Mr. Leuwitzer. 

** I am in the army, Sir^ a profession, which 
a single breath blown upon my honor, woukl 
oblige me to quit/' was Maurice's reply. 

'' Ah!" cried Mr. Leuwitzer sinking into 
thought, and beginning to traverse the apart- 
ment; — after a few moments he placed him- 
aelf opposite to Maurice, and spoke thus: 
^' I perceive your reasonings — an officer who 
should have had sufficient fortitude to act 
from his heart in a case of this kind, would, 
in addition to losing Uie good opinion of the 
world, be deprived of exercising the profes- 
sion by which he lives : — ^lo see you either 
dishonoured, or irreligious, would be to me a 
most painful circumstance; — in order there- 
fore to obviate an evil of this nature, you 
shall, for my comfort^ sell out of tiie army 
tireaiy/' 



Maurice replied^ &at Mr. LeawitSEer had 
proved himself so kindabeaefactor to faira^ and 
had upon every occasion manifested for him 
so tender an affection^ amounting to the- 
warmth of parental anxiety^ that he should 
feel himself the most unprincipled^ as vrell as 
the most ungrateful of men^ were he not in 
every point to submit :himself to his will. 

Mr. Leuwitzer took the hand of his pro- 
tege in his^ andr pressing it with an energy 
which was communicated by the feelings of 
his hearty he said^ '^ Whilst you continue 
worthy of my protection^ I am more than re- 
paid in bestowing it on you ; but v^e must 
have no more duels ; no more worldly intru- 
sions upon the sacred duties of religion. — T 
shall publish it as my inclination that you 
quit the army — if you are questioned why 
you leave it^ refer those who make the in* 
quiry, to me for an answer ^'^'^again he 
pressed his hand, and relinquished it wi& a 
smile of the most heartfelt satisfa6iion. 

Not knowing how far Mr. Leuwitzer*^ 
ideas might extend with t^ard to the pro* 
priety of his giving his countenance and at* 
tention to a man in the situation of^Golonel 
Buckhurst; Maurice requested 4o know 
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whether he had his permission to remain a 
few days longer in the house where he then 
was, or whether he wished him to return im- 
mediately to Richmond. 

'' No, no," replied Mr. Leuwitzer, '^ stay 
where you are ; — ^what is done cannot be re- 
called ; — it is now your duty only to consider 
his present sufferings ; and if your presence 
can afford any relief to kim, or to any of the 
family, I should do wrong to deprive them of 
it/' 

Their* conversation being ended, Mr. Leu- 
witzer departed, saying that he was going into 
the city to visit his mercantile house. 

The excellent bent of Maurice Stanton's 
heart was such, that from the first hour of his 
enjoying the friendship and protection of 
our benevolent German, he had felt that every 
act of gratitude which it was in his power to 
perform towards him, was his just due for the 
disinterested manner in which he had raised 
him to his favour and affection ; — had even 
therefore tbe army been the mode of life which 
possessed the most powerful charms for bis 
beart, he would without a murmur have re- 
linquished it, from a sense of duty to his pa- 
tron; but it was fortunately a life not ia 
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every respect consonant to his feelings ; the 
inward struggle, therefore, which he experi- 
enced in yielding implicit submission to the 
wishes of his- more than father, was less than 
it would have been under a contrary impres* 
sion ; and the sensation of complying with 
the inclination of one so justly, and so ardent- 
ly revered by him, inspired his heart with a 
sympathy of feelingi which communicated to 
him real pleasure in the reflection of his hav. 
ing had it in his power to display the willing- 
ness of his heart to be in every respect guid- 
ed by him who had rescued it from desertion^ 
and allied it by the tenderest bonds of affec* 
tion to his own. 
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CHAPTER XL 

The Temkr Passiofu 

X HE report of the Colonellei disaster did 
not reach either Sidney YalmoBt^ or Jarvis 
Blocks till the day after the erent had taken 
place; and just after Mr. Leuwitzer bad left 
Sir Benjamin'iB hoii8e> they met together at 
the door of it. 

Maurice had been requested by the Colo* 
nel's lather to receive such of his son's frienda 
as might call to make inquiry after him; and 
they were accordingly shewn into a parlour 
where Maurice immediately joined them. — 
The surgeon was just gone; some favourable 
symptoms he declared to have taken place 
since the morning; and this intelligence 
Stanton communicated to the vkitors^ 

Afrer some time their conversation wan- 
der^ from the Colonel to other subjefls^ ami 
Yaimont saidj ^' Eh bien^ what think yoa of 
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num (phie Dellaval's fiSte^ was it not kept up 
with a suorprising deal of spirit and wit ?" 

'^ Yes, jes, there was plenty of that/' cried 
Block, ^^ I can answer for that/ for I was in 
the middle of it — do you know which was 
me ?*' he added, tittering.as he spoke. 

^^ No/' replied Valmont, ^' were you 
either the great Mogul, or his attendant the 
knave of clubs, that^^otso abominably hoaxed 
in the supper^room ?'* 

^' Oh Lord blesis you, no,'* exclaimed 
Block, '^ I wish I had had a club to lay about 
ilie with, I promise you ; — no, I'll tell you 
which ^oS 122; I doii't mind letting it out 
before friends. — I got deucedly quizzed to be 
sure, but what did that signify, nobody knew* 
me — I was the skeleton." 

'' What the gentleman in the coffin?" ex- 
claimed Valmont. *^ 

*' Yes, even so," returned Jarvis — '' Aye, 
you may laugh, but as I hope to be saved^ I 
thought I should never have come alive out 
of it — I shall hate the sight of a coffin as long 
as I live — I shall upon my soul !^— you can't 
tiiink what a fright I was in when I thoufi^ht I 
was going to be smothered ; — I fancy I should 
iiave been the first man tibat eveir died ii| a< 



i 



1S8 HUMNA BEINGS. >% 

coffin^ if I had been so unfortunate as to have 
slipped my breath in it/' 

'' But what was the occasion of your being 
in danger of such a misfortune?" asked Mau- 
rice. 

" Why you see^ Sir, the cau^e was this/' 
answered Block, '^ I ordered the man I hired 
the coffin of to make me a spring in the lid^ 
that 1 might let myself •it when I chose it — 
the spring went very well before I got in, 
and I was quite satisfied with it ; but when I 
was shut up, the spring being at the end of 
the coffin that was over my head, instead of on 
one side of it ; owing to the confinement I 
was in, I could not lift up my hand to give it 
the twitch requisite to make the lid fly open ; 
and J verily believe if it had, not been forced 
open by the lucky accident of my being upset; 
I verily believe, as I said before, I should have 
given my last puffin it; for the people all 
pressed round me in such a manner, that no 
air could get in at the little holes I had di- 
rected to be bored with a gimblet in the lid 
opposite to my face/' 

^' Excuse me," cried Valmont, '' I am po- 
sitively very glad you are alive to divert us 
with the history of your escape, but I ca/>aaot 
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refrain from laughing at the idea of your 
ticklish situation !" 

'' But you have not heard all that hap- 
pened to me that night yet/' replied Block, 
*^ the best is fo come ; but indeed now, I hope 
you won't mention any thing about it ; I care 
nothing what you say about me, but when a 
lady trusts to one's honour you know it is 
quite a different thing." " 

'' A lady !" cried Maurice, '' ho ! ho ! Mr. 
Block, pray proceed ; a lady's secrets are al- 
ways sacred." 

'' But won't you^ Ml*. Valmont, let out any 
tiling about it ?" asked Block. 

'*^ My dear Sir!" ejaculated the divine, 
'^ Sacre Dieu ! betray a friend ; — you can't 
conceive so ill of me, I hope." 

^' Well, I'll trust you," went on Mr. Block, 
'^ I'm resolved to tell you, just that you may 
see I have a lucky chance sometimes as weii 
as my neighbours — why you must know that 
when I ran away from the sailor tliat called 
me Buonaparte^ out of the grand illuminated 
drawing-room, which I dare say you both 
saw me do; or if you weje not within sight 
of me, I make no doubt but you heard of it, 
in order to get away from the masqueraders 
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i slipt in at a door that I saw a-;}ar^ and sa 
soon as I was got in I shut it after me; — 
'^ Bless my soul, who is that?" said a Toice, 
that made me look round to see where it came 
from ; and there was a lady in a hlack silk 
domino, fastening up her hair before a glass 
^-so I made her as polite a bow as I was 
able ; though yon may guess I did not ap- 
pear to the best 'advantage in my skeleton's 
dress ; and b^ged her pardon for intruding 
upon her, and just gave her a hint to explain 
to her how I had been circumstanifcd. — She 
smiled, and said, '' Perhs^ps, Sir, you are not 
much accustomed to masquerades i" — I told 
her '' she was very right, for I had never been' 
at one before ;" — ^' You'll like them better^ 
Sir,'' she returned> '^ when you are a little 
more used to them."~I answered that I did 
not dislike them as it was, and that I should 
admire to see a little more of sport that night> 
only I was apprehensive that if I returned to 
the apartments where the masks were, in the 
same dress I had left them in, I should not 
have a moment's peace for quizzing :— '^ Oh t 
Sir," said she, -^ nothing is so common as for 
people to change their dresses in the course 
ofthe evening."---'^ I wish I knew how to 
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get a change/' cried L — ' If you would like 
a domino/ she answered^ * I'll procure you 
one directly/ — '^ I should like it Taistly, in- 
deedy Ma'am/' I returned^ '' but I should be 
very sorry to gi?e you the trouble of getting 
it for me." — Slie begged I would not men- 
tion that^ it gave her great pleasure to accom- 
modate me; sbid when I had got it^ she would 
walk back to the rooms with meMierself ;• — so^ 
die tied on her mask^ and went out of the 
chamber gayiny|s he would ordermeadomino^ 
and be bdck^jHftinute or two. — Now^ was 
not it very ePflnra her to a stranger?— -I am 
sure she is a person of distin6lion by her po- 
liteness and easy manners; but then you 
know there is^this to -foe said^ she knew there 
could be none but gentlemen at a fashion*^ 

able place like my Lady Dellavars/' 

'' Pray proceed/* exclaimed Valmont^ '* I 

am most astonishingly interested in your ad* 

venture — are not you, Mr. Stanton ?" 

Maurice moved his head as an affirmatiye 

reply to Yalmont's question^ and Block pro* 

ceeded thus : 

'^ In about ten minutes, gentleman, the 

lady came back, and with her came a servant 

who helped me on with a domino, and a hat^ 
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and a "black mask ; and the lady then asking 
me if I would give her leave to take hold of 
my arm, we returned to join the company. 
—-We had not walked about long, before she 
let suddenly go of me, and ran up to a gen- 
tleman dressed almost the same as I was in a 
domino, and so on ; — she addressed him, and 
they continued ia conversation together some 
minutes; but*' they whispered, and I did not 
hear a word they said, though I stood but a 
little way behind her; — whei» she came to 
me again, she said, ' I have been talking to 
a gentleman that knows you very well, and I 
am extremely happy to hear from him, that 
you are a man of honour ; for even at private 
assemblies of this kind, people are often de- 
ceived in Uie chara6krs with whom they form 
acquaintance/ — I said the gentleman wa» 
very civil to speak so handsomely of me, and 
begged to know who he was ; but she refused 
to tell me — she called me several times by my 
name ; and I told her that as she knew mine^ 
it was but fair I should know hers, and that 
she ought to inform me what it was — ^ Oh, 
no, no/ she replied, ' don't ask me, that can't 
be/ — Recollect, said I, that I have seen your 
face, (for she. was without her mask when I 
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first popped upon her in the chamber) and 
I'm determined I'll find you out bj it; — for 
I really liked her so well, that I wished to be 
better acquainted with her^ and so I told hei*. 
— ^ It can't be now/ she answered, ^ I don't 
say that it shall never be. Sir, if you don't 
change your mind about fny agreeableness/ 
or isome word of that kind she made use of; 
and gave me to understand, though in a very 
delicate, elegant way, that she was as much 
pleased with mej,as I was with her." 

Here Mr. Block paused with a grin of self 
satisfaction pourtrayed on his countenance, 
which might have been translated into, ^' ain't 
I a lucky fellow ?" 

" Bienfait, won galant!" cried Valmont, 
" come pray proceed to gratify our excited 
curiosity." 

'' W hy," replied Jarvis, ^' the story is al- 
most done fur the present; what more I may 
^have to tell you hereafter, I can't say." 
p ^' Well pray indulge us with what remains 
^ of it," said Maurice. 

''Why," continued Mr. Block, "when 
i the supper rooms were thrown open, and I 
was going to hand her into them, she said, 
' that she was very sorry, but her time for re- 
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turning home \9Ba come/ — If you are de- 
termined to go^ Madam, replied I, you 
must permit me the honour of seeing you 
safe to your own house, as you have no friend 
here to accompany you; — for she had told 
me b€tfbre, she was there all alone :*— ' I am 
much obliged by your offer. Sir/ she answer* 
ed, ^ but I have the most particular reasons 
in the world for not accepting it/ — She led 
me near the door; when we got to it, she 
said, ' Did you never see the. comedy of the 
Belle's Stratagem ?' — Now it so happened 
that I had seen Mrs. Jordan act in that play 
the night before, and so I told her;-^' Well 
then,' cried she, ' remember what she said to 
the gentleman at the masquerade, . ^If you 
follow me one step, you never see me again; 
— and so say I to you,' — and as soon as she 
jbad spoken these ^ords, away she ran, and I 
saw no more of her/* 

*' Pardh did you suffer her to escape you 
thus?*' demanded Valmont 

'^ Why I thought it was the best way to 

mind what she said, lest I should never see 

her again if I disobeyed her>'^ replied Block; 

'^ but before she had been gone five minutes^ 

I repented that I had parted from her; and I 

2 
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ipi'ent out into the hall to look for her; but 
I could not find her; I put half a guinea into 
the hand of one of the servants^ and begged 
of him to find out for me what ladj it was 
that had been in such a room^ (and I describ* 
ed it to him^ ) fastening up her hair that even- 
ing; — ^and I gave as much to another^ to get 
me infoHnation who the ladj was^ that went 
away just before supper^ for^ I thought^ be^- 
tween tlie two^ I must be right; but I ain^t a' 
bit the nearer th« mark ; for one came back 
and told me it was Lady Charlotte Townljr^ and 
the other that it was Lady Mary Misty ; so^ I 
don't know which to think it could be : do^ 
Mr* Valmont^ you know all the great people^ 
describe the two ladies to me^ and let me see 
if either of them be like the lady I mean/' 

Valmont described the first as very youngs 
tall^ elegant, and extremely retiring in her 
manners ; the second as a woman of about 
fifty^ cross-eyed, snappish, and proud. 
\ The description of neither tallied with the 
portrait which Jarvis Block drew: of his in- 
cognita; he reported her as rather low of sta* 
ture, young, with a round, fat face, dark 
eyes, and a most hcautiful colour,^^'' In short," 

Vol, II. H 
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he added^ ''1 never wks so charmed kltogetlicr 
with a woman in my Kfe." 

'^ And how do you cdntriveto existin yoiir 
present miserable st^te W irti^6nse i" asked 
Valmont. 

" Perhaps not So 'mlich stispim'se as you 
may think for/' returiled he ; '' 1 feel quite 
terlain from what i$he said to tne, tinit I shall 
see her again before it is long; besides I have 
tein a good deal htii^ried alio lit 'business thi* 
morning, and TiaVe lidt'hiili frmch time to 
think of her/' 

This assertion •prdtdted'klitigh from Man- 
tice in spite 6f*his ex^rlioris to ^^otttronlit. 

'^ Aye, yoii may laiigh/'Tsaid Block/'" biit 
I am serious I protriise ydu ; — ^it is'time for ft 
man to settle at thirty-fdiir * ahd I'll have 
none of your country datldles for wives; — I 
^have been ofa the look 6\it a Idng while ; gi\e 
me a woman of accdhipH^htiieiits, and a gen* 
teel way bf talking, dnd Walking, and df-es- 
«ing, arid so forth ;— give iiie just the woman 
I have sticking here in my heart %t this pre- 
sent moment/' 

Maurice and ValmOnt both wished him 
auccess in obtaining'theobje£); of bis passion; 
and Jarvis Block promised them that if they 
were within an hundred miles of him at his 
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weddings they should drink part of a bowl of 
punch with him that day^ nearly as big as the 
dome of Saint Paul's. — ^Tbe clock now strik* 
ing four^ he jiunped up, laying that he had 
but half an hour to get back into Bread-* 
street^ where he was gMng to dine ; and^^ish^ 
ing them good mornings and once more en^ 
joining them to keep his secret^lie^d^^Ft^d^ 

When he was gone Maurice said, '^ filock 
is a good tempered feUow ; I should be sorrjr 
if any thing seriously unpleiisant happened tp 
him^ and I nauch fear from the^ccauot he 
has given u^ of hisady^ntur^ at the masque* 
rade^ thathf)}ha^ fallen into the toils of some 
artful woman^ .probably ofiaidisgraceful cha« 
racter." 

" That is imposSsiblq," replied VAlmont, 
'^ to my certain knowledge tall the ladies 
tickets were issued by L^dy Deileval herself, 
of course disposed of only 'to women of ho^ 
nour; — ^I imagine Ihat he has met with some 
woman of wit and ^pirit^ who expeeted to 
derive entertainment from his ignorance and 
eccentricities; and who finding him a bore to 
drag about, freed herself from the incuin-* 
brance in the manner he has recouiited ta us 
•--bonjourV* 

H 2 
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CHAPTER XIL 

! 

L A Secret. 

^ Contrary to the expeaatlons of the 
surgeon; Colonel Buckhurgt's wound took an 
unfavourable turn^ and he continued for some 
days in a critical situation. 

At this time Mr. Leuwitzer called again in 
Hanover-square^ and at the desire of Sir Ben- 
jamin staid dinner. As the cloth was remov- 
ing from the table^ a note was delivered to 
him by one of Sir Benjamin's servants: he 
asked whether an answer was required^ and 
finding that the person who had brought it 
was gone^ he was on the point of ^putting it 
into his pocket; but^ at the earnest desire of 
Lady Buckhurst to wave the forms of etiquette 
with the party assembled^ he was prevailed on 
to read it. 

Whilst perusi)% it, a smile stole over his 
features, and an expression of surprise was 
apparent in his eye. Having reached the 

end, he refolded it; and without any com^ 

2 ^/.- 
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ments^ kept it in his hand till the servants had 
left the apartment: i^hen they had all quitt^- 
it^ he said^ ^^ I am very much astonished by 
the contents of the note which you saw nie^ 
receive just now^ and equally so b^ the per- 
son who wrote it having addressed me at all: 
it comes from a lady whom I do not recoiled 
to have seen above once in my life, and that 
vfBs for about a quarter or half an houTj in 
this very house — Lady Dellaval/* 

^'Lady Dellaval write to you. Sir!*' ex- 
claimed Amica. 

'^ What can it be about?'* criei Sir Benji^ 
min. ^' What can the widow have to say to 
you? You are not a very likely man to 
attra^ the regards of a widow: excuse me; 
but I know you don't wish to be thought a 
man of that kind." 

^' I will read to you what she says/ • replied 
Mr. Leuvi^itzer. 

*' Lady Dellaval presents her compliments 
*' to Mr. Leuwitzer : sjie hopes he will par- 
^^ don the liberty of which she is guilty in 
^^ making the requist contained in this paper; 
^^ it is to entreat him to favour her with a call 
^^ at any hour which best suits his own conve- 
h3 
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'« flibMetftureFvem^g; She shall deny herself 
^^te^ev^j^'OnehtahitiiBeYf. As she wishes to 
^^ tfisfru^ wk*b him a- poiat of Ae most material 
'^ cfens^uteace to her fcapp/nessj she trusts the 
'* ttnifers^Iy-acliiowledged phiknthtopy of 
*^' his cOBda^ vrM plead her excuse for this 
^^ fraiilkr address;'* 

Attibe«6«cki«H)n of the note. Sir Benjamin 
renewed his laugh. Her Ladyship declared, 
^^ It waa mighty eomical ! What could she 
want to say to him ?" and Mr. Leuwitzcr said, 
'^ That in eomptianee with the common forms 
t)f pqifteocsfi be co«M nol but accede to Lady 
Dellaval's request, and should call upon her 
about the hour of seven?* 

'^ Well then I hope yo« won't think of 
going out ofi:owa so late as it must be before ^ 
you can set off after that,^' rejoined liady 
Buckhurst, '^ but come back and take a bed 
liere : Sir Benjamin will be vastly glad of your 
company to chat with him over his brandy 
and waiter after supper^" 

Mr. Leuwitser accepted her invitation, and 
her Ladyship was delighted that he did so, as 
^he^ould thus, she considered, have an early 
toppo]9;«mty of hearing what Jhad bean the 



'CW^e of l<ady Ddiavatl's note. Arnica alone 
fancied sh^ knew wjiat \y^ the important 
business of wrUicU she ba^ spokei^ in it.— 
Mr. Leuwiizet was Maurice Staaito6's only 
friend: . in th^e qpiixion of Arnica^ Lady DeHa* 
-val had b^trayec^ ap evi4?nt partiality for hina 
at the last n^orni^g ^aU which ^^^' had made 
iu HotBiQYer-^yAre, and she dreaded lest hci: 
Ladyship should b^ about to. make Mr. Leu<^ 
witzer ibe confidant of ker preposses^ioti. 
She Hq^\^ tbei heart of lM(aurice to be immoTe^ 
ably her>, yet sbfi ai^xi^usly wished Voth him 
4nd h^csplf to he spared aiyr trials of the 
nature wjiich her tormenting fancy "onjureii 
|ip io hex imas;iBatioi9. 

At a quarter before seven o^cloct, Mr. 
Jjeuwit^eir harYiog requested one of Sir Ben- 
jamiq'« servants to procure him a coach^ he 
prpcpe^ed in it to l^y Dellavars. 

^he'clocl^ ws ox\ t|ie point of striking 
^l^ven 'l)efore he again made his appearance 
in Hanover-square ; and scarcely had hq 
«nj;erp4 ^^e ^.pafthipnt whe^-e the family were 
fitting, fsrp he vyas ^ssailed by the eyclama. 
lions ftf, '^ Wpjl. Sir!'' and '' Bless me, good 
Sir— J tl^ought yoq bad been lost!'* fyom Sir 
Benjaoxin and his l^y. 
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*' I haye been gone a good while/' he 
replied; and looking at his watch^ as he 
placed himself in a chair before the fire, 
'' near four hours, I declare/' he added. 

'^ A deal of business may be done in four 
hours, Sir/' said Sir Benjamin. 

"Well, Sir; I hope you found Lady Della- 
yal well, and so on V* said Lady Buckhurst. 

" Oh yes, very well V* returned Mr. Leu- 
witzen 

'' You are as close as an iron chest about 
your visit!" exclaimed Sir Benjamin. 

^' The lady has requested me not to mention 
the occ2tf{on of her wish to see me/' answered 
Mr. Leuwitzer ; " and I always make a point 
©f obeying the ladies' commands." 

No other reply could be gained from him: 
it appeared that the lady had enjoined him 
silence and secrecy upon the subje6l of the 
conversation which had passed between them 
that evening, and that he had promised to 
obey her injun6lion. 

On the following morning when breakfast 
was concluded, Mr. Leuwitzer telling Mau- 
rice that he wished for a little private conver- 
sation with him previously to his going into 
the city, they went down togetlier into Si^ 
Benjamin's study. 
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The Knight himself repaired to the cham-^ 
ber of his son; and Lady Buckhurst^ observ-^ 
ing their departure with a smile of satisfac^^ 
tion, scarcely waited for the closing of the 
door after her husband^ ere she thus addressed 
her daughter — '' Arnica^ my dear, I've got 
such a thing to tell you, you 11 be so surprised^ 
at least I can answer for myself, that I nerer 
was so much astonished in my life as when I 
heard it/' 

'' To what does it relate. Madam?*' asked 
Arnica. 

" Why, child/' returned her Ladyship, 

*' it relates to Lady Dellaval> and the note she 

sent to Mr. Leuwitzer, and his going to visit 

her yesterday morning: I heard it from my 

own maid Lenox ; she told me Hiis morning 

whilst I was getting up. You must know 

she went last night to see Mrs. Archer, Lady 

DellaTal's woman, and she asked her to walk 

tip stairs with her into her mistress's chamber, 

and she would shew her the beautiful Egyp*- 

tian dress that her lady had worn at her txias- 

querade : so when they got into the chamber, 

they heard somebody talking in the dressthg*- 

room next to it; ^ Who is that?' said Lenox. 

h5 



''My lady it there wittt a gentletnan Who 
^called upon her this evesing/ returned 
Archer; ''^iid what can be bis business 
iffiCh her I can't thin&^ for he never was 
lieie hefojRe ta \m life. William sKys he is 
mn elderly mao^ and talks in a foreign kind 
«9f an accent' 

^^Well^ ihe Viewed Lenox the dress^ »nd 
^fter die had looked atit^ Mrs. Archer^ Lenox 
says, crept towards the door of the dressings 
Yoom; saying as she went up to it, ^ That she 
^could not think what her lady could haye 
brought the person, whoever he was, into her 
dressing-room for/— So as Mrs. Archer kept 
standing by the door, Lenox walked towards 
her, and just as she was got up to her side^ 
they both heard Lady Dellaval say, ' Noble, 
;^nerous-hearted man ! pity me, for such is 
the truth.* After that, Lenox says, they heard 
the .gendcman, which was Mr. Leuwitzer, 
tfpeaking; but they could not distinguish 
^hat he said, till he came to the last word of 
* his sentence, and that was ^ Child;' and Lady 
Dellaval dke6Uy took up the word, and cried 
•out, ^ Oh, that 1 had a father for my Unfortu- 
maJcK^iildT— '^ There [''exclaimed her Ladj- 



^liip^ ioterniptiijg herself in ber narrative, 

^^ 4^^ y^4 ^v^r i}^?r ^py '^*f?s Y}^^ that?** 

Apiica COUI4 ]ip|; do otherwise than confess 
ib^t these sentences cariri^ wi^h them a \ery 
g^rV^g^ ip?pl*C2Ltipp. 

'^^^tCPUIge! echped Lady Buckhurst--^ 
'^' Why to pe the w^ole matter is as plain as a 
pike-^a^Tas the saying is. — Lady Deliaval has 
4CQipp[iitt^ ai) indijscretipQ which is attended 
"\yiUi a consequence of which she dreads the 
^xppsurjB, and baying heard of Mr. Leuwit- 
zer's generous disposition^ she wants him to 
bring up the child as a foundling. I wish 
Lenox could have heard a little; hut Mr§. 
^rcl\er was afraid of being detQ6ied in listen- 
ing, an.4 sp .they Af/ere obliged to leave the 
^hamb^r." ' 

^^l ani surprised th^y durst commit so 
oinjustiiiable an a/^on as to listen it all/' said 
Arnica. 

/^ 4ye, tb?it is neithex hece nor there;" 
^returned Lady Buckhurst;: -^^ we are only 
talking of wh?it has beep heard, and not of 
liow thp hearing was cpip^ at. |t is not my 
injtentio^ to publish the affair to the world I'm 
>jBpre : J only tell it to you as » ;seqrqt.— 
M b 
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WcII^ she has met with the friend she wanted 
in Mr. Leuwitzer; we have a pretty plain 
proof in his silence: though I can't say I 
think it so generous in her to have applied to 
him^ as it may divide his affe£Honi$ in some 
measure with those he takes an interest in now^ 
and lessen their expe6iations from him — I 
mean you and Mr. Stanton ; but you in par- 
ticular^ because^ as I said at the time^ I look 
upon the diamond sprig he gave you as an 
earnest of what more he meant to do for 
you." 

^^ For me. Madam/' said Amica, ^^ he has 
already done so much, that it would be a spe- 
cies of ingratitude for his past cojidu6l to 
expe6l any farther kindness at his hands/' 

"Very true! very true!" rejoined Lady 
Buckhurst: "he has been very kind to you, 
that's certain; but people cannot carry their 
money away with them when tliey die. — 
However that has nothing to do with Lady 
Dellaval's mishap — ^and 1 11 tell you what is 
the only thing that puzzles me in this busi- 
ness, and that is her saying, ' Oh, that I had a 
fatharfor my unfortunate child !' because that 
neapik to imply, that he that should have beeii 
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the father is dead: if she had not said so^ I 
should not have minded betting a pot of 
coffee I guessed the man." 

Arnica did not speak; and her Ladyship 
after a short pause^ which she doubtless ima- 
gined her daughter had given to fruitless 
attempts at replying to this question^ said^ 
'^ Well, can't you guess? — Why then, what 
think you of the Colonel — Colonel Buck- 
hurst?'* 

The conversation was for a short time in- 
terrupted by the entrance of a servant to 
remove the bjeakfast-table. When he was 
gone. Lady Buckhurst continued: " Wliy, 
was not the Colonel admitted to her dressing- 
room, and all the rooms in the house, at every 
hour of the day, as if he had been the master 
of it? Women don't suffer men to take such 
liberties till circumstances have given them 
the upper hand over them : no, no, child — 
depend upon that." 

The appearance of the housekeeper, ft> 
consult with her lady on tlbe family arrange^ 
ments for the day, put a period to their con- 
versation; and as her Ladyship left the aflei^rt- 
ment on her customary visits to the stol^e- 
Toom and pantries, she enjoined Arnica^ '^ Not 
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^ to repeat to ^,ny one the secret wluch she had 
tuitrusted to her keeping/' 

Although Arnica had not the remotest idefi 
«of suffering the 3ubje3 tp mount to her lips, 
•she could not dismiss i^ from her mind-: sfap 
refle6ied on the prediIe£iion which Ladjr 
^Uaval had betrayed to l^er fojr Maufice 
Stanton^ and on the declaration which she^iad 
been overheard to make to Mr. Leuwitzer ip 
her dressing-room ; and from the combin^pfi 
erf these circumstances^ she was almost led te 
doubt whether her Liadyship had not poi^* 
sessed sufficient effrontery to solicit Mr.. Leu- 
witzer to negociate a marriage for her wit^ 
Maurice Stanton^ in order that an alliance 
with him mij^it veil her disgraceful situa- 
tion. 

Again she.oonsidered that tlie lengf;h of tifi\e 
Mr. Leuwita^er had remal^d with Lady Del- 
Javal, an4 the complacent temper pf mind in 
which he had returned from his visit to her* 
appeared to deny the possibility of such a 
propo^itionAiaving been uttered by her; as aja 
idea so repellent to his delicate and honourable 
fedings would h3.yepromj^tedbin^ immediate^ 
ly ^ud indigaantly to have quitted her px^ 
fience. 
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But tlien^ on what account could he that 
inorning have closeted himself with Maurice^ 
and remained so long in private conversation 
with him? Did it not appear that this con* 
versation was the result of some communica- 
tion which had passed between him and Lady 
Dellaval on the preceding evening ? 

A servant entering the room shortly after. 
Arnica inquired of him, whether Mr. Leu- 
i^itzer was $till in his mast;er's study ? and the 
man replied, ^' That be had called him a coach 
about b^lf ap hour before, and that Mr. 
Stanton and he were gone together into the 

<^ity:- 

Maurice ha4 informed Arnica, that in com- 
:4)liancie with the wish of Mr. lieuwitzer Mb 
iiad sent in the resignation of his commission ; 
.und she now concluded th^ ik^y h^id l^een in 
consultation up^n ^ destiny ^f his future 
aife- 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

UnexpeSted Intelligence. 

JL WO or three 'days after - this, about the 
hour of noon. Sir BenjamLn entered the 
apartment where Arnica was sitting, and with 
an cxjiression of the utmost delight pourtrayed 
on his countenance, informed her that the 
surgeon who attended his son, and who was 
now iQ his chamber, had pronounced him en- 
tirely out of danger, and given it as his firm 
opinion, that his recovery would be speedy. 

In a knowledge of die agony which the 
Colonel had for several days been suffering, 
those prejudices which various points of his 
condu6l had previously to that time engen- 
dered against him in the mind of Arnica, had 
been entirely forgotten ; and considering him 
only as a suffering individual, diie had earn- 
estly desired his relief from the acute ps^. 
which he was enduring; and joined cordially 
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with his father in expressing pleasure at the 
surgeon's declaration. 

Near the usual dinner hour at Sir Benja- 
min's, Mayrice Stanton^ who had been into 
the city to call upon Mr. Leuwitzer, returned , 
into Hanover-square; Arnica was the first 
of the family who met him, and she imraedi- ^ 
ately communicated to him the favourable 
report of the surgeon. — He appeared to re- 
ceive the intelligence much more coolly than 
fihe expe6led he would have done, and sur- 
prised at his manner^ she inquired the cause. ' 
. '^ I am extremely glad," he replied, '^ to 
hear this good account of Colonel Buckhurst; 
but my thoughts are at this moment very 
much engrossed by another subject : ]Vi|| 
Leuwitzer has by the foreign mail of to-day 
received news of a very melancholy nature 
from Hamburg." 

^rFrom Hamburg!" repeated Arnica, the 
colour fading from her checks, ^^ Oh tell me, 
is my dear friend, my second mother, Ade- 
laide, I hope, 1 hope, she is well." 

'^ Do not alarm yourself with fears for her 
safety/* replied Maurice, ^' the letter which 
Mr. Leuwitzer has received is written by a 
friend, who informs him that on the morning 
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•of the day on which he wrot^ it^ Mn Weimaf 
'liad beeo most unexpectedly found dead ia 
his bed"; that the shock faasl)een severely felt 
by lu$ wik^ and that she reijue^ts her brother 
will afibi^ her the consplaMom of his pre- 
sence.'^ 

'" Poor Adelaide, i^pd her fajtherles&babesl 
niyiheai^tbleedjs. foiTtheml" exclaimed Amica, 
the tears bursting iqta her eyea as she ispok^ ; 
for Mrs. Weim^^ v^.a3 <^bc nsother of two &- 
iinale infants who wexe twins, and of a boy of* 
at most three n^ontha old. 

'^ Mr. Leuwitzer sets out for Haml^ur^ to- 
laorroMT*** rejoined Maurice, " he is now at 
lus hou^e in the city putting Hs a&irs^ into a 
Ipin preparatory to his departure; he is very 
much siffect^ indeed by the intelligence 
which lias reached^him; and I am on his ac- 
count, as well as on the Colonel's own, glad to 
find that the surgeon juBges to-day so very 
favourably of his case; as Mr. Leuwitzer 
wishes very qiuch that I should accompanjc 
him to Hamburg, feeling a relu61^ce to un- 
dertake the journey alone in the present de- 
pressed, state of his mind ; but he has hot yet 
resolved that I shall become bis companion ; 
ihe waits to form his determinatioja till lu$ 
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comes hither, which he will do late in the 
eveoiog; intending if he does not find the 
Colonel amended^ and perceives that ray re- 
maining in England can be a source of the 
least satisfaction to this family^ to forego the 
<romfort^ which> he says^ he shull otherwise 
derive from my society," 

"Excellent! generous man!" ejaculated 
Amiea^ " ever displaying the nobleness of his 
mind by the sacrifices which be makes of his 
-own inclinations^ to gratify the feelings of 
others!" 

Rendered unfit for society by the deje6lion 
€^ spirits into which she was thrown by her 
sympathy in the unhappy fate of her friend 
Adelaide^ Arnica retired immediatehr afler 
.dinner to her own chamber^ where sl^e re- 
mained alone till between the hours of eight 
and nine^ when a gentle knock at the door 
announced a claimant for admission; |he 
opened it, and perceived Mr. Leuwitzer, who 
taking a chair by her fire, said, " Maurice 
ha^ doubtless informed you of the melancholy 
^vent with which I am this day become ac- 
qua^i^d ?^' 

Arnica's tears furnished him with a repl/ 
ijatlhe a^rmative. 
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'' It is a great relief to my miud/' conti- 
nued Mr. Leuwitzer, ^^ to learn that the state 
of the Colonel's health i» such, that I may 
make Maurice my travelling companion^ 
without being guilty of an unkindness to this 
family ; against whom I would not, particu- 
larly on your account, from any considera- 
tion, perform one.'^ 

" I have, my dear Sir," said Amica, '^ ano- 
ther travelling companion to propose to you^ 
whom I hope you will not refuse to admit 
into your party/' 

'^ Who is that ?" Mr. Leuwitzer inquired. 

'' Myself," she replied> '^ do suffer me to 
go with you, I am certain I can make myself 
of intinite service to Mrs. Weimar ; I shall be 
able to superintend the nursing of her infants, 
and relieve her from the anxiety of commit- 
ting them to the care of strangers whilst sor- 
ro\f renders her inadequate to the task herself,. 
— Give me your permission," she added after 
a short pause, as Mr. Leuwitzer did not 
speak, '* pray, allow rae this indulgence; do 
not deny me the gratification of returning to 
you some portion of the kind services I -have 
received at your hands !" 

Mr. Leuwitzer gave a sharp hem! by 
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M^hich he checked the rising current of his 
'soflened feelings, and replied, ^' Dear, grate- 
ful girl !" a forced smile stole over his counte- 
nance, and he continued, '' you make me vain 
by thus rendering me a true prophet in those 
augurations of the excellence of your dispo- 
sition which I drew whilst you were yet only 
a child ; and by the credit which you do both 
by your words and actions to the virtuous 
principles which I instilled into your mind 
— ^yotir offer delights me, but, I cannot accept 
it; — it would not be right in me to take you 
from the protection of your mother on such 
a business ; nor is this a tinie of the year for 
a female^ or indeed any person, except from 
absolute necessity, to cross the sea ; which is 
with me a much stronger reason than any 
other, for repeating that you must entirely 
give up the idea/' 

Amica remonstrated ; '' she should,'' she 
«aid, '^ share his lot, the fate in which of all 
others it would give her the greatest happi- 
ness, at all times, to participate/' 

Mr. Leuwitzer continued firm in opposing 
her plan, and Amica was relu6lantly com- 
pelled to relinquish it: — '' How long do. you 
imagine you shall be gone ?" she asked.— ^He 



166 HUMAN BEINGS. 

replied, " that it was his intention fo remain 
in Germany no longer than he should find it 
absolutely necessary for him to do so, in order 
to place the trust of his mercantile concerns 
upon the continent in the hands of some con- 
fidential person ; and then return to England 
with his sister and her children/' — He pro* 
ceeded to say, that he should set out on the 
following morning for the port from whence 
he was to sail; but added, that he feared he 
should not be able to leave London before 
noon, as he should call upon Lady Dellaval 
previously to bis departure; and he supposed 
it would be imposgible to see her before half 
past ten or eleven o'clock. 

" Most you see her before you lesre Lon- 
don, Sir ? " asked Araioa. 

Mr. LeuwitKerrepH^diiimply, ^' yes ;"«aiid 
earnestly a« Arnica wished to .pursue the -sub- 
je6l, she was obliged to ^forbear renewing it, 
being 'well a^^qus^inted with the obje6iida 
Hvhich Mr. Leuwitzer at all times entertained 
to being questioned upon^bis actions* What- 
ever cdttcerns others. Or caT4;;give them any 
happiness to be informed of," it was hkcon- 
stant saying, ^' I always tell them without 
being asked ta do so ; . and> therefore^ I con- 
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InSer it wrong in those who know my liabit, 
ever to question me at all." — From a man of 
a harsh disposition, such a maxim would have 
'appeared the result of pride, and closeneiss of 
temper; — in a mitid of Mr. Leuwitzer's uni- 
versal benevolence, it was to be imputed to a 
widely different impression, 

'^ There is one little affair/*^ Mr. Leuwitzer 
rejoified, ^' which I wish you to tFansa6l for 
me as soon as you can with convenience to 
yourself after my depirture; ahd ivhich 1 a,m 
•prevented from executirig in pie^son by my 
sudden journey." 
Arnica begged him to expliiin, 
^^Take 'down in the first j)kce in your 
'iJbcket-bbdk," he ansVe^fed, ^'tbe name ef -a 
'stteet whi(ih I shall inentloh 'to you, and the 
'niinib^r of Whbunse'in thatstfeet.**^ — Thisbeit^ 
dbne. Tie coritinlied to say, '^ in -that houte 
lives'the p6or Freiich Vdttian, wh6se husband 
chilleng^d, and wounded'Coldilei -BUckhurst ; 
It was a wicked adtionih'himto «i6nd a chal- 
lenge; but if 'any thiiig can exclrsea ftiult of 
that kind, it sUWly'triust be when it fs com- 
mitted in the defence of the virtue of a be- 
loved wife ; — ^for her sake therefore, putting 
him ottt of the question/it w^ould be wrong 
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in me who have a superfluity^ to suffer them 
to want; and I fear by what I have learnt 
from Maurice of their situation^ that they are 
in great distress indeed ; — so take this twenty 
pound note ; make an excuse for calling at 
the house to buy a flower, or a feather^ or any 
thing you please^ and give it to her without 
saying who you are, or whether, it is yjout 
own present, or that of any body else. — But 
mind you give it to the wife/' 

Amica promised to obey. 

"" You have not heard of your diamond 
sprig yet ?" asked Mr. Leuwitzer. 

'' I am ashamed to answer you on that sub- 
je6l. Sir/' replied Amica ; " to have lost it 
appears such a proof of unpardonable care- 
lessness, in regard to a trinket which I so much 
valued, because it was your gift to me; — I 
must never accept a present from you again.'' 

'' That will be at your own option in a 
day or two," he replied, '^ for as I conceived 
the fault was not your own, I have bespoken 
you another ornament cxa6lly like the first." 

Amica clasped his hand in hers, and pressed 
upon it her lips. 

Scarcely able a second time to repress the 
starting tear, Mr. Leuwitzer aaid^ *^ I shall 
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not probably have an opportunity to-morrow 
Hiorniug of bidding you fare^ell> except in 
the presence of many other persons^ and I 
cannot be satisfied at quitting the kingdom^ 
however short the space of time for which I 
am about to leave it^ to part from you in a less 
afie6lionate manner than my heart feek for 
you ; which ever has been^ and ever will be 
as a father," 

Arnica could not speaks nor could she weep; 
she fell upou his neck^ and transferred her kisses 
from his .hand to his cheeks r-^'^' God blesi 
you, my dear child," he cried, returning her 
embrace with the most ardent pressure of 
affe6iion, '' God bless yo\i, and may he grant 
that I find you as well, and a;$ happy at my 
return, as I now leave you: — ^take care of your 
health,'* he added> ^' in this place of dissipa- 
tion;— on your morals, I need give you no 
caution, thay are I am sure steady; — and 
your heart. Arnica, I believe i| secure too ; is 
it not?" 

The expression of Amica's couiiteiiance 
confirmed him in the opinion he had for some 
time entertained of the mutual attachment 
which subsisted between herself and Maurice; 
and he explained to her his suspicions by say- 

Vol. IL I 
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tag, '' I krtpig yo«r «re not megry with me faf 
■taking MaHtite niy companioB^ and depriy«« 
ilig yoir of bisr society ?— -it wik be bitfe for a» 
short time/* 

" Can eiffier li|i or I be h»ppiw/' airsw^e^i 
Amiaa^ '' Aran in HeidiDg ourseWesial} ^be 6m^ 
posal ^ymir will ?'* 

\'^ Yevtnn an efxcEllenff girl; tmd he is 21 
ppy man to have perceived the exccHentc of 
^or hearty mfi txy have » preferesce in il ia 
bi||own favour/* returned Mr. laewritler, 

^ I did no* admit him to lAy heart upoii 
my own opinion almie/' answered Arnica^ 
^' in that I niigfat hat« been deceived ;-^yott 
Adopted him as your son> ^nd I regarded hii 
merits vrith yoar eyes, in which mode of esti-p* 
mation i was certain I eoi»Id not be mkn 
taken/' 

Again Mr. Lenwitzer pressed her to hM 
heart; '' faarewdl/' be said, '' once more i pray 
God to biess yeti/* and he then quitted the 
apartment^ in order to give her an oppdrinnrty 
of composing het feelings before sh^ appeared 
s^ the supper taWe. 
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CHAPTER xrr. 

Marc tmWiUc&me N4W$^ 

\JN tfe^ feHowiDg momii^^ by her own 
appointment^ Mr. LeuwibSer brei&fasted with 
Lady Dellaval ; a circumstance which pro | 
voked much astonishment and many ohserya'* 
tioii»> which they themseWes considered as 
sallies of wit^ from the lips of Lady Buck- 
hurst and the Knight her husband. 

At a little after eleven o'clock^ Mr. Leu- 
witzer was ready to depart: Maurice Stanton^ 
like himself^ had taken a private leave of 
Amica; accordingly when the chaise^ which 
Was to transport them the first stkge of their 
journey, was announced, very few minutes 
elapsed before they stepped into it, and were 
borne away from the sight of Amica, who 
watched the carriage from a window till its 
revolving wheels disappeared from her view. 

She then felt as it were for a time deserted^ 
and sensations of a most unpleasant naturt 
12 
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began to steal over her mind; but cousiderrogf 
that it became her to struggle against theni^ 
she resolved to do so; and the morning being 
an uncommonly fine one^ she requested her 
mother to suffer one of the footmen to attend 
her abroad for an hour's walk^ alledging that 
she had some small pnrchases which she 
Hvished to make. 

Lady Buckhurst complied; and John hav* 
irig been warned by his mistress to keep a» 
close as possible to Amica's heels^ and not to 
suffer her to turn into any crowded streets 
away from the g« /teel parts pf the town, she 
set out on her walk. 

Amica's secondary enjoyment to that of 
being in Mr. Leuwitzer's society was the 
executing of his commands; accordingly a» 
soon as she had turned out of the square^ she 
informed the servant that there was a shop for 
artificial flowers whi{:)i she had a great desire 
to go to rather out of the route to which her 
motJtM^r had requested her to adhere> and b^-^ 
gedJiim to shew her the way to the street which 
she' named to him^ and which was that wher% 
Madame Le Blanc resided. 

.John readily complied^ and Arnica pro- 
ceeded according to his dire£iions till $he 
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arrived at the house. On inquiring for 
Madame Le Blanc, she was immediately 
rfiewn up to an apartment where she was met 
by a female, whom she instantly reeolle6led to 
be the same whom she had seen so indignant- 
ly repulsed by the coarse and vulgar Mrs. 
Flap: the emigree, it appeared, recoHefiied 
her al«o^ and expressed herself much obliged 
at her having condescended tp leave so grand 
a shop as Mrs. Flap's, to come and view her 
articles in so obscure a situation. 

Arnica made choice of a feather which she 
intended to employ Joha ta<caiiry'home as an 
•pology for her visit; and havicg sele£led it^ 
she put the twenty- pound note into the hand . 
of Madame Le Blanc^ and begged her 
acceptance of it With many thanks of the *^ 
warmest nilture, the Freneh-wbman received 
the present, and said, '^ AhmonDieu! how 
dreadful it h to be thus reduced to accept 
almsi How little did I ever imagine this 
would be my case or my husband's ! But we 
halve nothing to reproach ourselves with : it 
was in a national cause that we fell from our 
prosplerity, and we would willingly do so 
again and again, if such a thing were possible, 
I 3 
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.tather tfaaa forfeit our attachmeni; to onw 
beloved and lamented moaardi.'' 

/' Wbat va^'v jour hiMbaAd% iraak in 
^France?" asked Arnica. 

^He ynam a Marquis/' sbe^eplied; ^'tbe 
Marquis of Saint-Hilaire c but we ebaage^ 
4)ur namefi with our situatiou. He e^asidered 
&at it ap^peared foolisb^ and vain tos^«ie 
woriui^ for our liTelibeod by the naofte of 
Jm AlarquUe, sq we catl ours^ves Le Blanc 
now. Oh, what we have buffered I We 
have foiuid the English veify ^oavpasiieaate 
and very generous, but ihfe teterse^ 9i iittm^Ofi 
is dreadful notiVithstaadiDg^, Brides me 
have lately had calamities of a doiae^lic aatuiia 
to add to our infelicity : my hudbaftdla m'0^ 
tber, who is herself ^thte daughter <${ % mum 
once of the 'firs^coilsequence and "wt^SiA, htm 
beea at the rpokit'of death: ytm itiay veadify 
imagine hdw impesgible it was A)r wsto pro^^ 
cute for her the coin forts lo Ivluoh sht bad 
been accustomed, and howtnuch wei^u<ffe»id 
lirom seeing her bereft of (hem; but 4jk)d hw 
looked with a pitying eye upon tier, aad^faa 
18 much better. AmA e^n still w4>rse ihSn that 
ha$ happened t» 4is^'' ^added« jcndndat^ 
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fjiuRst aind Aeir conscyiejaop, svayiskg, "', That 
*gacu2eaii.of 4h(s Ate ^^f sfebe ^entlemaa tvebom 
lieiuid^wauoddd, her ihusl^andthad tiU ithatdai^ 
been obliged to separate himself fromsber, 
and iceqp tQ i^iiose retiraaiftnt; but^at ithe 
Ittiblic {MUQts .of dbot )inonDiiig Waiving aur 
Aoancad^tbevCalooei to be.aut.af dimgar^ be 
bftd again iretttcoed to bis .a\^n inune; ^i^d i 
hope now;'* idie .coatuui^d^ 'Mby »my ki^ 
^ujs^y Ip .etiaujse ^us a comfusUble eaudtence^ 
^iliai is. ^ajB iCftmCoctable a i^ne las^ois^ilas in .po- 
verty and in the midst of stnaigers can expedt 
to hiwe/' 

Arnica «igb<td. Madame Le Bknc added, 
^ .'Heaivea «end vyou ma.y aievej* 'kaow ^^hal it 
is to be dciven from your country^ «tnd' ca£(t 
|iponi;he wjQcld .beiaQ; of all you once pos*- 
diessed.'* * 

'^ I hope thq^se who have driven you from 
4hem will live to repent the irtfelicity they 
have»brouffht*upon their mothet-cauotrv pnri 

_. . ^.., 4^«^pixcu Jiuinrrtf. 

^' There has been. blood enough ^shed alrea- 
dy/' returned Madame LeiBlanc: '' pray the 
Virgin the sword of the wi(iked may «ooa be 
sheathed again!" 

I 4 
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Although strongly interest^ in the Tate of 
this pitiable ^oman^ and desirous of passing 
tome more time in her isocietj^ at the expira^ 
tion of half an hour^ Arnica was compelled to 
depart. 

In her way back to Hanover-square^ a 
crowd in the street attra6led her observation. 
She pecceived that it was occasioned by a 
waggon heavily laden^ of which the wheelp, 
by the carelessness of the driver had come in 
eonta6lwith those of an elegant chariot^ by 
which accident the latter had been overturn^ 
ed. 

The chariot lay on one side; from the door 

whicl|.was uppermost, at the moment of her 

eyes falling upon it, she perceived a lady 

emergiogj who was dressed in a lace turban 

aivd tm extremely rich pelisse of green velvet, 

and whom she immediately recognised to be 

Mrs. Flap. 

* Desirous of movi'ng away from the crowd 

^ ■ n nl^n wruT ^hU shfi d jdnot cveu cast a 
second look at mm. Jbiap; oaf wuttiir htm^- oit^ 

passed o>n to a considerable distance from the 

overturned carriage, considering tliat slie 

might have been mistaken in the countenance, 

hut that if ibc h^ not, it appeared a most 

^. 
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extraordinary circumstance how Mrs. Flap 
should have introduced herself into a carriaj^e 
of so elegant an appearance^ and in so costly 
a dress; and wishing to know whether her 
ideas were just or not, she inquir&d of John 
if he knew the lady whom they liad seen 
getting out of the overturned chariot? 

'* Oh yes. Ma'am !" replied John : *^ it was 
Mrs. Flap, the milliner in Old Bond-street.'* 

Arnica could not forbear smiling at the 
confirmation of her suspicions, and John con- 
tinued, " Pray, Ma'am, did you see the gen- 
tleman who got oat before her, and thea 
helped her out?" 

^^ No, I did not «e^ any gentleman," Il- 
lumed Arnica. 

^^ Because it wa« Mr. BU)ck, Ma'am," 
answered John. 

Amicarecolle6led the kisses which she had 
once overheard given in Mrs. Flap's shew- 
room, just before she had entered it, and, 
found no one there but the milliner herself, 
and a man, whom she had believed to be 
Colonel Buckhurst, leaving it by an opposite 
door; and fearing, from the smile on John's 
features that he might give her some eoufirma- 
tion of her suspicions on that morxiing if she 
• I .5 ' 
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«i4^i6d 4o im knfatmtHAan xcmmraiHg Sfr. 

4Mioek> she did not^peak rngfaai. 

bidy 'BtaueUiBsat and lier darc^gfater iUhikI 
«ioBe; And ^finti Ae chadi was ixsmov&i, 
{AflUda infenuBd her mother nf the'sitiuititti 
in \dnfeh fte iiftd ^hat laoming «en A'foB, 
Flap. > 

** With JtfTvis »ock-fra8*Ae ?'* ^aid Lady 
BiH^OHt. ^^Ah! tldan^ ^mnder lat Ax%y 
diing I-faeorof'that^omaaij aBterwiuctlitiave 
been told €if her: I never in tend to go lamkv 
her sbop again^ and I meant toihave warned 
yon against it this morntDg iyefore you 'wemt 
ou^ only it slipped my memory; she is (a 
irery had kind of a^¥om8n indeed^ mid her 
house is a place where there are ^Tery stiamg^ 
doiiigs/* 

^'Indeed, Madam V* said Arnica: ^^iko^ 
did you learn this?" ♦ ' 

'' Why/' returned Iier Ladyship, '^ thelir^ 
jSiint.of.^ kind I 'had was from the Colonel; 
%ut I did not mind him, because he aays any 
thing of any body: but a little while after 
that^ one night when I was At the play witb* 
out yo%iy i saw Mrs. Flap dressed ^ut, and 
rsitting in one of the front-boxes; andiirst one 
. ^I^tlemaa came to speak ioher^ a^ud ilieii 



^anotbor. So I saidrtopld JLffdy Q^qkle, .^vhft 
s^X oest fl^^.tli^t I wa^^sunazed ^twh^tjl ^sy 
jof Mrs.^Flj^p. *^Why, to)l^e<sure^.jou dpnft 
^noyr » tbe^rc^ture ! ' ^id fLp^j -Cacjkle. '^^ 
♦Ijave d^lt .t^o or , three >Uw^ Atji^r ^^g/' 
J aaawer^d. '«V\fie)l^ J j^ ^toi^ished.to ^heajc 
^t/ returned 8)ie^ ' w%4he ^oqian 4sx)ue,qf 
^tbe abojnimbles.* ^^s^ a)i>pjnyia^les ; .tb^t 
:i^^ the ^ar4 cs|)e j»p4^ use ^. ^ NpU^c^/ 
she.co^njiied^ ' goes near her.ishiPP/but ^ij^ 
..demireps,' — \Yhat a word was . tb^t j^aiii !-:- 
'* as )Lady jDelJaval and tiady -Fre^},qY?> i?:W* 
•l^CMi^e of tbose rtl^t ^ye ^^^o , Cjb^a^ers .tp 

. '' cYoii^siirprJisQ ps, ^^a4ain ! " s%ki Ami^a. 
^^;WJiy, aceondingrto tjais Aecounty there p^ 
be* danger in going to a common shop lA this 
place." 

'' ;Tp .whpLt a^ppejirs $nch, . ^hjld, Jt^ere ii^ay 

.iRdedd,".jre);yrned|rer>L9.dy6hip. ^^I^remem- 

, ' iber. that the foptms^n Av.ho lived, with us wb^n 

.vf€ first came tolLoculon tojd pjie, when I 

inq^uir^d for .a fasbiQ»>''^ble roiiiiner^ th^^t his 

' last mistre^s^ Xiriy vFrecloye, ,hid bv>^, in jst 

intimate .with Mfs. Flap: J know I Uipuijht 

it a very fldd word, when fie used it, to ex^press 

the Juiidof^acjiju^iatftrtce which I supposed 

16 
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could only subsist between a laidy and Tier 
milliner; and it struck me^ after what Lady 
Cackle toW itfe of Lady Fr^^eloVe, what was 
meant by it; aind I had mo doubt but the 
saucy fellow knew it> and had a mind to play 
me a trick; for I had given him warning to 
quit me that very mornings because he was 
above what I called his work. Well, he was 
gone when this information came to my ears, 
and it was impossible to question him then; 
so I asked Lenox if she knew any thing of 
the matter, and she promised to make inquiry 
for me of one of the grooms. She says the 
London grooms are as wise as their masters; 
forhorscs are the gentlemen's first favourites, 
and therefore grooms have every where the 
upper hand. " -* 

'^ Well," continued her Ladyship, ^' the 
next day Lenox told me all about it; that 
ladies went to Mrs. Flap's to pretend 'to buy 
caps, but in reality to meet the gentlemen ; and 
that she has a wicked old mother who lives 
with her, one of the worst of the bad; and an 
Irishwoman too ! And when Lenox had done 
telling mc, she said, ^ And now> my Lady, if 
you won't be angry. 111 tell you who the 
jjgroom says is a customer there from this very 
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tinuse/— '^AhV returned I, ^you mean the 
Colonel, no doubt?' — and should not you 
have thought so, my dear?*' 

" I should have suspe6led it indeed. 
Ma'am," replied Arnica; and not doubting 
but he had been the person whom Lenox had 
named, she repeated to Lady Buckhurst what 
she had herself been a witness of on the morn- 
ing she had gone alone to Mrs. Flap's. 

'*^I don't doubt it,'* returned Lady Buck- 
hurst: ^' I dare say he is acquainted in every 
house of the kind in town. No, it was not 
he Lenox meant:— -no, my dear; not he. — 
Only think of it! she told me, they said Sir 
Benjamin bought his gloves there/' 

^' I hope you don't give crecUt to sucli 
reports/' said Arnica. 

^' Why I pretended to Lenox that I did 
not," answered her Ladyship : ^* but when we 
were in bed, I questioned Sir Benjamin about 
fi and told him if I could prove such a thing 
^^* would not live with him another minute, 
and desired him to tell me tlic truth; but he 
persisted in it &at it was a falsity, and be- 
haved very kind to me indeed, and bought 
me a gold watch the next day; so I dont 
kao\y what to think/' 
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Arnica wasnot at all at a loss io tbM parti- 
cular; but she ex:f)erieiieed ^atisfaSlioD ia 
learning that so easy a reconciliation had 
.taken .place between them : as she lov^ iher 
TOOtber 0iiffieieQtly well to wish to nee her 
iiappy^ «Bd felt coascious that a wife never 
.adds to iter felicity by prying into ti(e frailties 
^f her Jii«9band. 

Aftena considerable pause in the conveirsa- 
tion^ Lady Buelihur^t taking i^p a gia«8 of 
^ine^ Mbich:bad been.standing befoj^ her^fpr 
some time^ said^ ^'CSome^ let ^s drink Sir 
-Benjamin success: I |un sure I wish it hip 
with all my heart/' 

'' Success^ Madam ?'* ^ehoed Arnica : ''in 
iwhat particular ?** 

" Why to be sure^ child, you kaow v¥h^t^ 
important xlay .this is ?'' replied ^r 'Lady- 
ship. 

".Redly :I -do not, ^ retjamed lAwca. 

^' Why thenitt must be/' s^aid I^dy ^udc- 
hurst, '':that .iwhat wjilh the bustle there has 
been about the; Colonel, %^^ Mn.Lejtkwitsier 
gioing iatoforQign par^s, and one thing pr 
another, *hat ymi fcave not heard, it; for^I 
Ihiiikif j^ou had be^rd it, you could ndt h^ye 
forgot a matter of such cou^eg^ence. Why 
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«eat now^ withdilt '^m^y ^rthef trouble, or 
mbdiiktIimM i»^o ireiinew ielo6H<m dbotrt; it; 

imaotft ,ef .ihe (busaoeas 4s to )hK Snro qghtito him. 
What a^tfati^ it will iKi, (if die ^draiukl hwe 
*^\l the fiiti^e«aiidl ex:peiiQe<of .^eurtAharcaflvass 
to.^go thtm^h^ilih!'' 

^^JnerirvfnJBifipsAwsg Amioa did nat feel 
'&e ^Tosuh; ^ :the least importance mhs^^mr; 
butfkii0mriiig'&atllier«0lker -i^auld GcroMder 
:^ .C0«fes8tcin '6f ^tbe iiKli£Eefeiiee ^vbich «he 
-jreaHry'fdLtas Arniaik of tbe^greatestniidiittfal- 
vftess, ^sfaesstpreased beiH^f ia ter ons^cakfilated 
l0.giTe:ber phtaKeu 

Between 'tiie rbotrrs 'of "ten «iid ^ekven^.a 
loud knock at the door^ succeeded by a step 
on the stairs of which her Ladyship knew the 
^ound^ made her «tart from faier seat^ and 
liasten to open the door of die apartment^ in 
order to learn as quickly as possible the 
ilaifbrmatipn for which she was impatient. 

Had she observed the clouded brow of Sir 
^Benjamin as he entered the room^ it would 
Jbave beien unnecessary for her to have uttered 
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her iiiquirj; but speaking before she saw it^ 
she ejaculated the simple^ but expressive sen- 
tence of " Well, my 4ear ?" 

'' Oh damnation ! *' cried the Knight, grind* 
iDg each syllable between his teeth as he 
uttered it; and moving up to the fire, threw 
himself into an arm-ch4ir by its side. 

Her Ladyship petrified as it were by the 
intelligence, and rendered apparently incapa-* 
ble of commenting upon thesad truth, placed 
herself in her accustomary comer, dire£lly 
opposite to that occupied by her husband. 

Sir Benjamin sat beating the devil's tatoo ; 
her Ladyship sat twicling her thumbs with an 
a6livity which was communicated to them by 
the agitation of her mind, and Arnica wished 
iierself ^ny where but where she was. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

More Mistakes than One. 



IT is by ho means an upcommoa case for the 
bed of sickness to bring a man to refle6lion, 
and cause him to behold life in a very differ- 
ent point of view to what he has before been 
accustomed to see it in. — He begins to per*- 
ceive^that the path of unrestrained pleasure is 
hung at the entrance with roses^ but that the 
passenger having proceeded a short distancts 
along its devious way, thorns alone accom- 
pany the rest of his progress ; and aU ^i^ 
visions of transporting joys with which he 
set out, are wrecked upon the rocks of disap- 
pointment — on this conviSmn^ he begins to 
sign tor a state where happiness does not ex- 
haust itself in gusts of excess, but husbanded 
hy moderation, becomes certain and durable. 
In this state of mind did Colonel Buck- 
hurst find himself when the excess of pain 
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which he had at first endured fromliis wound, 
began to subside, and his reasoning facultiesi 
to regain their powers of operation: — the 
Colonel's mind we are already acquainted, 
was not possessed of strong natural powers, 
nor particularly enlightened by the eflfefcls of 
educaiion; &e arguments, iherefore, which 
passed within his breast, were not of a very 
refined -nature, — He reflefiied on the manj|r 
jHsappointments which had attended his pleH9 
for procuring himself phoBure, even with « 
fuH purse «t his t:oHiBfi«nd — he considepeA 
with horror, how very narrov^y lie ta4 es* 
caped death itself in his last attempt :«-*-he 
l^^as not, we Are afraid, stung with any thing 
like*rcmoTse ^tthe id^ of his having^tottered 
vpon the margifi of tfe grave, with a consci* 
ence unb«r*hened of l^oHsdeeds; the only 
sriisation which acconi pan ied Atis knowledge 
was, a thankful ne£»$ .tbdt lie bad been pres^nv- 
cd for further ev^Joy ment in this workl ; and 
a determin»ti^>n nat hazily to ^hazard the pri- 
vation of it again. 

'^ How should he act?" he adked of bini^ 
flclf, '' what plan should he pursue to enjoy 
-happiness in this life, and still notvexpose 
himself to the vexation and mor4ifi9»tiaa» 



wvfaich liad attended the yezf^ h^ hfA ai)readj 
lived in it?" — With tiie idea of either .pflea*^ 
6ure^ 4>r happiaess even before this period^ 
Amioa had never ibikd tp enter his imagina^ 
taoH:, and her ittfs^e «0W i^cunred to k widi 
double force ;*^'' What biiss could equal the 
fiosfiession 4f( A woman like her? — Then^ 
iprhy oiot mtiatrj her^ and make her his fof 
«V€r;?— To he wire manrioge was a 6ad dog"; 
Ae mryodisa^f ite being fi»r life^ m^de it op* 
year a«tftil^«-but ttiou ^ho eouid ever 'bo 
miMity^sti^ingjdoiisd to a^v^oman like Arnica ^ 
v^^GoiKUttft http^iness must tttead the man 
'9fhomm her iiuttband '! ^ eoncikideQ fbe Colo^ 
nel ; and iie resolved to propose himself to 

s Staes# laelkigliow o^ resolutiom j^assed tn 
4lie miwi of tlve Coiond, difrtng "Ae same ' 
tiightlJbat Im faJdier-ky fretling and tossing 
ittyon hiitimea^ bed^ €H; 4:lie ^o4'til fkt of bis 
dmrvstfg ti>een ft^mmnced an ex-^euiOor. 

^e'detfetrmiiKlition of a l^fbertine to reform, 
i» ai^uaUjr ex^tremeiy h|pty ; aad for •this rea- 
isan, the i^fo^Hiation of a man^wfao has once 
"been a decided libCTtine, is generally of very 
iliort dtiratioB ; 4ie has not courage to give 
liie <subj=e6l sufficiwrt ceflefilion to 6x his mind 
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to that plan of corre6iiQn with which his ac«- 
tions^ for ^ short time^ comply : he either 
persuades himself that he reforms^ because 
the inabilitj brought upon him by past sins^ 
renders him inadequate to further trespasses 
at the moment of his resolution; or because 
a shew of amendmeat is to procure him some 
gratification which he cannot obtain j^ithont 
it. — When the repentance of a libertine is 
xeal^ it is slow in ito progress : we shall; there* 
fore^ not be very uncharitable in concluding 
that the Colonel would not have dreamt of a 
reform, had not the visions of his solitary 
chamber presented Arnica to him as the re^ 
ward. 

^ Colonel Buckhurst had perceived that there 
existed a strong attachment between Amica 
and Maurice Stanton ; but he could, not de- 
terminer whether it proceeded from a brotherly 
affe6lion natural to the circumstances of the 
patronage which they had alike enjoyed from 
Mr. Leuwitzer,' or from a tenderer motive, — 
However about this lie was indifferept ; it ap-- 
peared to him very improbable that AmicA 
ishould have any hesitation in deciding be- 
tween himself and Stanton, who was a uia^:i(>f 
no fortune, nor of any expectations, except 
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those which he might place upon the deaUi 
of Mr. Leuwitzer^ who was himself rery likely 
yet to live twenty or thirty years. — He con- 
sidered also^ that if the reverse should chance 
to be the case ; even placing himself out of 
tdbe question^ Lady Buckhurst would never > 
be induced to give her consent to hfer daii^h- 
terls espousing a man her inferior in point of 
situation ; whilst he was equally certain of 
h^r Ladyship^s influence being exerted in his 
favour ; as he knew her to act regularly ac- 
cording to the injun^ions of Sir Benjamin ; 
and was well acquainted that Sir Benjamin 
would in this particular^ as he had done in all 
others, use his utmost endeavours for the ac« 
complishment of his wishes. 

Accordingly on the follow morning when^ 
our knight appeared at the bed side of his son 
to inform him of the sad event which had 
taken place on the foregoing evening, he was 
not a little surprised to perceive the intelli- 
gence received by him with much coolness^ 
and to hear the Colonel remark, '' that all 
pleasure was vested in domestic enjoyments ; 
that he was come to a convi6lion of this truths 
and intended to marry," 
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'' What df^ joi* fifcy ?*' ccicdar B#fija 
^kfa tlie same iofidrlitj to ilw aMsedncsfit of 
lit« powers of heatings ars anj of Wesfdej^ii 
eongregation would have dis|day^<, bad tbajp 
lieasd their ^ephccd hr&dk fortk into one ^ 
tjie pr^ipfaane solUo^es of Macbedi^ og 
Hamtet; " What do you aay, ChaiAesT* 

The Colonel repeated Oxe aBtocttsUog aeii^ 
lence; and his father supposing diat his feTer 
bad increased^ and Aiat be was under tba in- 
fluence of a teinpocary detirium, felt entirdy 
at a loss bow to answer him^ or what to do; 
^^happily tbe sorgeoA enteied the room to- 
bis relief; but tbe sncgeon's declaration that 
bi« patient's fever was iafiutely abated^ in-* 
creased his astonisbment ten fold. 

Tbe suigeon being gone;-^" Arc you 
reaUy serious in whit' yon said to me jmt 
now?'^ asked Sir Benjamin. 

The Colonel replied in the afirmative^ and 
added^ that he bad resolved to marry Lady 
Buckburst's daughter; he said marry ^ for 
they are only men^ who from the possession of 
sensitive minds^ colle6l a degree of diffidenca 
relative to their pretensions to any woman*i»- 
band^ who allow it to be a doubt^ whether tbe 
inclinations of thefr mistress will meet their's. 
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Iiv his determination to marry^ tiie Colonel 
could not have sele6led anv womaOj wha 
would 8o tvarmly have raet the approbation 
ofhi# father^ as her upon whom his choice 
bad fallen ; and for this reason ; on Ibei six* 
teentb dajr of t^:e feilowiivg beioii42i, Aniiea 
ifV'VuJd complete iier tvf entj^-firi^t year, a period 
9A which Sir Bf njamin would be called upoA 
to pay her twenty thousand pounds oulof ^hd 
£M*tiHie wbii'h he hafd received in siarriage 
with her mother; and this was a coii:^idera* 
tion which had more than once given Siv 
Btojamiu thehead-a^he — : • ' e» of thegreatest 
property are frequently the men wbo^havc the 
ledst ready money at command^ and this was 
the case with bka ; what he bad was princi^ 
paKy eiB&harked tii bis Spanish and Portugal 
frade; or toefeed up m the fonds^ from 
whence it could riot be sold without bis su^ 
fefing a cOiteiderable loss j-^^wbilst Arnica re* 
nsaiiied single, he had considered that it ought 
be very possible, and perhaps easy, to recon* 
dleber to some delay in the paym;ent; but 
should she maity, a b»sband would demand 
immediate possession of her fortune; all these 
ttnxieties were remoi^ from bis mind, by the 
declaration which the Colonel had just made 
of his intention to solicit* her hand :^— the 
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Colonel was a partner in bis father's house ; 
and the fortune of his intended wife was em- 
barked in the concerns of that house; no 
possible arrangement could be happier; — 
He communicated his feelings to his son ; 
and his son in return^ requested him to lay 
the aifair before Lady Buckhurst^ and desire 
her to make the declaration of his passion to 
her daughter. ^ 

Her Ladyship heard the business upon 
which Sir Benjamin entered her dressing 
room with both surprise and pleasure. 

'' Don't you think she'll jump at the 
offer ?" cried the knight. 

'* Why as to that," returned her Ladyship^ 
*' I'd have you to know, that none of the 
Dimicks wer e ever yet forced to go a b^ging 
for a husband. — Amy is a very fine girl, and 
in a very short time will have a handsonie 
fortune in her own hands ; and I can't see . 
the reason why she, above any of my family, 
should have cause to jump at a husband." 

'^ Pho, nonsense," replied the knight, '^ I 
did not mean any disrespe6l to her; I only 
meant ." 

*' Aye, aye, I know what you meant very 
well," answered his rib, ^' you meaot ttaat 



women are glad of a husband whenever they 
can catch one ; I know what jou meant ; 
but I jqaintain that it ii^ no such a tbj[ng> and 
that they are shiunefuHj gcaadalized; how- 
ever, I don't want to quarrel with you^^ I'm 
«ure." 

" Nor twlihyouy I declare; I only — — /*. 

** Well then^ hold your tongue^ ^nd listen^ 
ti> mej and 111 tell you something tl^at I dare 
say you'll like to jbtear.*^— It is my opinion that 
Arnica's ftmcy stands for the Colonel/* 

" You don't say so ?** ejuculated the knight« 

*' Yes I do> and I belie^KC it/*^ returned her 
Jiadyship ; '' I never believed she had no pre-^ 
dire&ion for ppbody (ill some days ago ; and 
Ihen I thopght to myself I had found it 
eut.** 

*' Aye,'~how was that ?r-*when was th^t ?'* 
asked Sir BenjumiUj, impatiently^ 

'' Why the morning the Colonel was 
i)rought home wounded frpm!the duel^'* re- 
plied I^dy J^uckhurst, " while yim were in 
Jbed and asleep> and dreaming nojlJiing of the 
patter; jshe happened to peep over the ban- 
sisters to see what the noise waSj i^id whelk 
j4^ Qaught a ^liQipse of him bringing up the 
«tairs^ half dead as it were> or quite de«i^ per* 

Vai..IL K 
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haps she might think hira^ she plumped 
down in a fainting fit^ almost in a minute/' 

*' Very well, Terjr well, indeed !" cried Sir 
Benjamin, '^ I like that; Fm glad of that: — 
well, go you, and open the Colonel's mind to 
her, and when you have had a little talk with 
her upon the affiiir, come to me in my study, 
and let me hear what she says/' 

Big with the importance of her commis- 
sion. Lady Buckhurst went to the dressing- 
room of her daughter; — ^and Sir Benjamin 
retired to his study. 

Nearly two hours had elapsed before het 
Ladyship appeared in the apartment where 
her husband sat awaiting her coming ; she 
entered it with eyes expressive of discontent, 
and her cheeks flushed with a crimson hue, 
which was produced by the heat of the argu- 
ment in which «he had been engaged. 

'^ Well !" exclaimed Sir Benjamin. 

^' Oh dear!" cried her Ladyship, flinging 
herself into a chair, '' let me sit down, for I 
am va such a fluster I don't know what to do 
with myself; — I have been deceived in 
Amica; — I never could have believed such 
a tilling, if I had not heard it from her own 
Jipa.*' 
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'^ What, has she returned a flat refuSal to 
the Colonel's proposal^ then?" demanded the 
knight. 

*^ Oh, as to that," returned Ladj Buck- 
hurst — 

'^ As to that !" ejaculated Sir Benjamin, 
taking up her ^^ord8, '' why do you consider 
that, as such a little matter tiien ?" 

^^ Oh;, but there is worse than that, ten 
times over worse than that," answered her 
'Ladyship. « 

*^ I can't we how that's possible," grtim- 
bled out the knight. 

^' But I'd explain it to you, if you^d have 
patience to listen," returned her Ladyship. — 
^' In the first place, I made known the Colo- 
nel's inclinations to her ; and she answered 
and said, something about every woman being 
under a kind of an obligation to a man that 
made her an offer of his hand, and that she 
considered herself so to him; but that she 
could never like him for a husband. — ^Kow, 
said I, how can you pretend you are indiffe- 
rent to him, when the morning he vras 
wounded in the duel, you fainted at the $ight 
of him; and the first word j^ou asked when 
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you "came to yomself, was, i^hetlier te was 
dead or not ?" 

*' Aye, what didabe say to that ?" cried Sir 
Benjamin. 

" Say !" echoed her Ladyship, '' Ml tell 
you the exa6l woids if I can — ' Madam/ 
Baid «he, * it was not on the Colonel's account 
that I was thus agitated; on first looking 
down the ^tair^case^ I perceived the blood oa 
Maurice Stanton's waistcoat, and belipved it 
to be him who was wounded/* 

'' Maurice Stanton !'- cried -the knight, 

'^ Aye, so I called out ; Maurice Stanton !'* 
says I! for I was perfeftly putrefied at the 
sound. — ^* Then you are not so indiflerent to 
him as you are to the Colonel ?" — ' You 
have ever allowed me' to regard Mr. Leuwit- 
zer, as my father,' she replied, ' Maurice 
looks up to him in the same light, and thence 
I have been accustomed to consider him as 
my brother/—'^ Fiddle faddle," xried I, '' if 
you tallk of brotherly consideratipns, pray 
ain't the Colonel more of a real brother to 
you ; is not he the son of your mother's hus- 
band ? — ^but I can see it all Miss, you are in 
love with Stanton, and you may as well ow« 



it^ for I am certain of it;'' — so she made aa- 
«wer, ' if you had ever questioned m^on thf 
subje6ij Madam^ I should wit}iout hesitation 
Imve confessed to you^ that my affe^ons were 
placed on him; I. have used no artifice to. 
conceal that such were my sentioiexits/--* 
'' Well/* cried I, for I could not faeep my 
temper to hear her out, ^' then I tell you 
without artifice^ that you never shall marry 
him, and so you had best turn your thoughts 
to somebody else/' — ' That/ she replied^ 
^ was impossible ; she would promise, me 
never to become his wife without mjr con- 
sent, and she hoped I never would compel 
her to marry any body else/ 

'' What did you say then ?^' asked Sir Ben- 
jamih, 

'"^ Why, I was rather moved at that/' re- 
plied her Ladyship, '^ because it shewed that 
she felt some duty for me after all i so I tried 
to reason with her; saya 1^ now what a 
simpleton you must be, ever to think of throw- 
ing yourself away on a man, that i& not worth 
a sixpence in the world, when you are the 
daughter ^f a woman with a title like me ; 
and that will have the handsome property 
jou will have at your own disposal : — Why, 
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in a montb more^ says I^ you can claim 
twenty thousand pounds of Sir Benjamin in 
your own right/' 

^' Pshaw J what business had you to tell 
Jier that ?" cried the knight. 

*' Business V* exclaimed her Ladyship, 
'' Why ain't it her owlf, and has not she a 
jnst right to be made sensible of what her 
father left her ? — I'm sure dear Mr. Dimick, 
good man^ left^me too handsome for me not 
to follow the direflions of his last will and 
testament." 

" But why did you not tell her, you bad 
the power of withholding it, if she did not 
marry to your liking?'^ returned Sir Ben- 
jamin. 

*' I might have told her so/' answered 
Lady Buckhurst, '' if I had thought of it/* 

'^ You }moe no thought/' replied the 
knight, ayd ending his sentence with some 
words which it may be as well to suffer the 
imagination to supply, as to recount, he 
bounced out of the study, leaving her Lady- 
ship a prej to the most disagreeable feel- 
ings. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

Old Friends -with New Facesl 

Whatever the head of a man of 
Colonel Buckhurst's disposition^ has once 
decided to be desirable> he immediately 
mistakes for an emotion of the heart ; thus 
the Colonel conceived himself both vio- 
lently and tenderly in love with Arnica. 

Sir Benjamin was one of those fathers 
of weak intellects^ who had indulged a 
.son of strong passions in the gratification 
of his wishes^ till he felt some degree of 
apprehension at the idea of disclosing to 
him a disappointment. — That apprehension 
v^as increased by his present state of in- 
disposition ; and supported only by the be- 
lief that the passion of his son for Amica 
was not of an extremely violent nature^ 
or that some proofs of it would before 
k4 
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this period have made their appearance^ 
he returned to his son's bed-chamber ; the 
hesitation of the father informed the son 
what had been the result of Lady Buck- 
hurst's application to her daughter. — ^'^If 
she says, ' no*, to my proposal;," cried the 
Colonel, ^'depend upon it, that fellow 
Stanton stands in the way of my happiness^ 
though she may not have chjosen to tell 
ber mother so/' 

"Yes," replied Sir Benjamin, ''yes; shcf 
has mentioned as much to her mother al^ 
ready." 

'-The devil she has!" exclaimed the 
Colonel, ''What can she see in him I 
wonder — nothing but an officer in a march- 
ing regiment — boweyer she may be easily 
prevented from marrying him." 

'' I shall dire£t my wife to exert all ber 
influence over her daughter td that end,," re« 
plied Sir Benjamin* 

'' Exert your awn influence," exclaimed 
the Colonel, ''nobody can do it so effeSiuaily 
as yourself." 

" How so ?" asked Sir Benjamin. 

"Why," returned Colonel Buckhutst, 
"what business have you ever to. open 
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for this condu6i in a way you may not 
like.*' 

*'I know wliat I am about/' returned 
Sir Benjan^iti^ moving hastily forward. 

It is astonishing that in the streets of 
London, wh^e all is crowd and hurry, 
where the general bustle that prevails seems 
to imply that each- is eager after the pursuit 
of his own afiairs^ that so many individuals 
should find leisure or inclination to turn 
aside from their own business, to inquire in- 
to that of an utter stranger, as are al- 
ways seen in the train of any obje6l which 
excites the slightest degree of curiosity; — 
But such is ever the case in that over- 
grown city of riot and tjonfusion. — Three 
persons are enough to form a crowd, and 
like a snow-ball, it gathers size from 
every foot of ground it passes over. 

Less^ than a quarter of an hour brought 
them with a train of more than an hun- 
dred speftators, to the door of the ma- 
gistrate's house ; — they speedily gained ad- 
mittance to his presence, and Sir Benjamin 
O'elated to him the case in question. 

The magistrate asked the stranger what 
^as his name ? 
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" Mr. Effingham/' was the reply. 

This was succeeded by the same questions^ 
relative to the means by which the diamond 
sprig had come into his possession^ &c. 
which Sir Benjamin had already put to 
him; and he returned the same answers- 
as he had done whea interrogated by 
him. 

The magistrate said^ that as Sir Benjamia 
had sworn to the identity of the diamond 
sprigs it was impossible that he could suf^ 
fer Mr. Effingham to depart except upoa 
bail^ till he should have produced to him 
the Mr. Fairfax from whom he had re- 
ceived it for sale. — '' Are you a house keeper 
Sir ?" be continued. 

Mr. Effingham replied in the negative. 

" Where is your abode ? 

'' I lodge at N". in Co vent Garden. 

" Have you any friends whom you can 
procure to be bound for your appearance,, 
when I shall call upon you for a re-^xa« 
mination of the business ?" 

^' I certainly have friends^ but I don't 
wish to trouble them about an affair ofthi& 
kind." 
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*'Ifyou know yourself innocent, they can 
have no scruple in attending you/' 

No answer was given to this remark. 

*' Are you known to the people in whose 
house you lodge ? — do you think your land- 
lord would hold himself responsible for 
your being forth coming when you are call- 
ed upon ?" 

'' I am a stranger to him^ I have lived in his 
house only four or five days/' 

*' But you lived somewhere else be- 

" '* I am an idle man who spend my 
time in moving about from one spot to 
another ; — I am seldom long in a place/' 

'^Well, Sir/' returned tlie magistrate, 
'' I cannot propose any other plan for your 
accommodation, than those I have already 
mentioned ; and as you appear unable to 
avail yourself of any one of them, you 
must submit to be kept in custody, till your 
friend Fairfax appears to release you/' 

Afler some hesitation, during which it ap- 
peared very evident that Mr. Effingham 
did not at all relish the idea even of a 
temporary residence in prison, he said, ''I 
did to be sure mention that I believed Mr» 
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Fairfax had set out for Waks, but I anr 
not certain that he is gone jet^ and 111 send 
a note to inquire." 

This was allowed to be done, and to the 
surprize of the magistrate the note was su- 
perscribed^ "To Mr. Williams/' and di- 
re6ied to the \e%y house in Covent Gar-- 
den, where Mr. Effingham had before said 
lie lodged himself. 

The note being dispatched. Sir Benjamin^ 
was informbd, that his presence was ndt 
any longer absolutely Tequisite at that time? 
but choosing to be a witness of the ter- 
mination of the affair^ he remained aii 
the house of the magistrate, awaiting the 
arrival of Mr. Effingham's friend ; as did 
Mr. Wilfort the jeweller, who was a£iuate3 
by the same curiosity. 

A considerable time elapsed before the 
return of the messenger ; he at last arriv^ 
ed accompanied by a young man of whoa 
the colle6iive appearance cannot be better 
described than by saying that he was shidij- 
bily genteel, 

" Is this the gentleman at whose requeit 
you, offered the diamond sprig for ^ei* 
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«ftked the magistrate^ addressing Mr. Effing- 
ham. 

'' Yes, that is Mr. Fairfax/' he replied. 

'^ Alias Williams," added the magistrate, 
^tb an emphasis on the first word. 

Effingham bit his lip^ with an expression of 
chagrin. His friend said,. '' Yes, Sir, alias 
^Williams, if you please; for it i» but a few 
•days that I have changed my name, in conse- 
•quence of some property left me by a distant 
relation/^ 

The impudence of tone and manner with 
which these words were spoken drew a smile 
^pon the countenance of the magistrate; he 
"Was accustomed to deal with chara6lers of 
ready invention, such as he belieyed the pair 
undergoing his examination to be; and pro- 
ceeding to explain \h% cireumstanees con- 
nected with the diamond isprig, desired the 
young man to acquaint htm by what means 
lie had become the possessor of it. 

He replied, ^^ That it had belonged to his 
wife, who "was lately dead^ and that she bad 
bought it three year? ago in Paris: ajewellcr," 
he said, ''had made it for her Uiere> after a 
pattern of her own designing/' 
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Tbe magistrate's eje caught that of Mr. 
Wilfort^ and he saw the same smile stealing 
over his features which had a little while 
before been raised upon his own. " What 
think you. Sir/* he said^ addressing the jew- 
eler, '' is this sprig of French manufac- 
ture?" 

•' No. Sir," replied Mr. Wilfort ; '' any 
person acquainted with my business will 
confirm me in declaring it English." 

'^ It was made by an Englishman abroad," 
said Mr. Fairfax, alias Williams. 

"The pattern. Sir, is English," rejoined 
Mr. Wilfort, '' and was first made this winter 
by -myself, and has since been copied by 
many jewellers." 

With a coarse inve6live, very incongruous 
with the character of a gentleman which he 
had been attempting to support^ Fairfax 
clenched his fist, and was dire6iing it at Mr. 
Wilfort, as a reward for his interference, but 
by the agility of one of the officers at his side, 
the blow was prevented from taking eSe^, . 

'' Upon a repetition of this conduS;," said 
the magistrate, sternly, " I shall order in the 
handcuffii. This gentleman," pointing to 
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ISir Benjamin^ '' is still willing, notwithstand- 
ing all you have said in your defence, to repeat 
his oath of the ornament in question being the 
property of his daughter-in-law ; it therefore 
remains only with you to find acceptable bail 
for your appearance at the ensuing sessions^ 
or for you both immediately to be conveyed to 
prison." 

" Both!" cried Effingham. 

" Certainly/* replied the magistrate : '' your 
friend^ for professing himself the owner of a 
prpperty which is claimed by another person j 
and yourself for having offered a property of 
that nature to sale," 

^' It is damned hard that a man's word is 
not to be taken for his honesty/' said Fair- 
fax. 

'^ As you have been of sufficient import- 
ance lately to change your name, a circuni- 
stance which we seldom know to occur except 
to men of large fortune, you have doubtless 
friends whose responsibility will rescue you 
£romsach a fate/' remarked the magistrate. 

^'I certainly have friends^" replied Fair- 
fax/ ^^^ and men of the first consequence too^ 
but they are not in town j urt now/* 
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The magistrate rose from his seat, and oir 
leaving the apartment, beckoned to Sir Ben- 
jamin and the jeweller to follow him; having 
iBrst given dire6lions to his clerk to draw 
out a mittimus for the two suspe6led per- 
sons. 

'' What do you think of these men ?" 
inquired Sir Benjamin of the magistrate,, 
when they were out of the hearing of Effing- 
hwa^ and his companion. 

'' My opinion of them/' replied the ma- 
gistrate^ ''is a very decided one indeed: I 
regard them as common sharpers, who hard- 
ened by success in the p ra6lice of their art^, 
have at last become so impudent in their 
attempts as to have outwitted themselves. 
Nine sharpers oiit of tea bring themselves 
thus to public punishment by their over 
daring and carelessness.'' 

''You think them guilty then?" said Sir 
Benjamin. 

" I do," answered the magistrate; ^^ and ilk 
order to render their punishment secure, you 
must make it your busmesa to find the jewek 
ler who mamifa^ured the ispfig, and cite hint 
to appear as av^itnessagfuosttheoi ontfaeic 
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trials which will not take place yet for some 
weeks. 

Mr. Wilfort undertook to discover the 
maker of thespi^g; and SirBeqjamin and he 
then quitted the house of the magistrate* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

In which that occurs twice in one Day to Arnica 
which some Virgins are not so fortunate as 
to meet with once in their whole Lives. 

%JN entering the hall of his mansion^ Sir 
Benjamin heard voices in his own apartment 
on the ground-floor, and on opening the door 
he found there his wife and Lady Dellaval 
engaged in conversation. 

'' You may come in, my dear/* said Lady 
Buckhurst; " I am only giving Lady Della- 
Tal tlie chara6ier of a servant I am going to 
part with — ^you may come in/' 

Our readers will probably exclaim^ " Lady 
Dellaval condescending to perform any thing 
80 domestic as to inquire a servant's chara6ier 
in person!*' but let them grant us a moment's 
patience, and they shall learn that there was a 
motive for her so doing. 

Sir Benjamin drew himself a chair near 
theirs, and recounted tO'them the occupreiices 

2 
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of which he had been a witness in the cdurse 
of the thraB last hours. *' Good Heai^ens!'* 
exclaimed Lady PellaYal^ '' how yexy e;stf ra- 
ordinary that an ornament lost at a f^te of 
mine should be found in the hands of sharp- 
ers; I can't conceive how it could possibly be; 
I am certain there were none but people of 
honour present." 

'' I make no doubt but you asked none but 
gented folks/* said Lady Buckhurst ; '' but 
still there is no saying who might contrive to 
get there : for those masquerades ain't like 
places where people are seen with their faces 
uncovered. Now there was a man^ a gentle- 
man I suppose^ that I am sure I don't know 
who he was^ handed Amica to the carriage;'*. 
and she then related the conversation which 
had passed between herself and mask in the 
habit of a livery-servant. 

'^ Your daughter mentioned that circum^ 
stance to me/* replied Lady Dellaval> ^'whea 
I called here a day or two after my party^ and I 
have made every inquiry^ but can't learn who^ 
the mask in the green and gold livery was.'* 
''Pray/' asked Sir Benjamin^ '^ have you 
found an owner for Uie picture that was 
dfoffped the same night?'* 

H L 2 



%20 «UMA!i| B]ffi[KGS« 

''No/' returned LftdyDclIaval; "nobodj 
claims it/' • 

The Knight v^as just beginning to remark 
that he considered that as extraordinary as the 
circumstances connei^^ with Arnica's dia-^ 
tnond sprigs when the door of tb' apartment 
was thrown open^ and Sir Jasper entered* 
The Knight rose to receive him, and exclaim-^ 
cd^ for he had heard his foot upon the stairs^ 
" Have you been paying a visit to the Colonel, 
Sir?** 

''No, I believe not/' said Lady Dellaval : 
" my father has only been chatting with 
Arnica. We left him in the drawing-room 
with her, whilst Lady Buckhurstand I retired 
hither to settle our little affair/' 

Contrary to his usual habits. Sir Jasper did 
not appear either inclined to conversation, or 
to prolong his visit: accordingly, after the 
exchange of a few comnion-place sentences, 
Lady Dellaval and he departed. 

They had been gone only a few minutes, 
when as Sir Benjamin and his lady were toge- 
ther ascending the stairs leading to the first 
floor, they heard a voice, which they knew to 
be Amica's, who was standing upon the land- 
ing on the outside of the drawing-rooni door^ 
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say, ^*^Pray be so kind as to carry fliat imme-^ 
diately to Lady Bellaval'«, an^ beg that it 
may be given into: Sir Jasper's own hands.**. 

As they proceeded, they were met by a 
footnfin, who carried a small parcel ueatly 
h)]ded up in writiDg-paper. 

'' What have you got there^Sam?*^ asked 
Lady Buckhurst. 

Sam replied, ^' That be did not know the 
contents," and pursued his way down stairs. 

Since Arnica'^ confession of her attachment 
to Maurice p||itnton, her lady-mother felt her- 
self by no means so domplaisantly in^ined 
towards her as > she had been before this ac* 
knowledgment; and as narrow mind& adopt 
little means of shewing their displeasure and 
irritation, her Ladyship now felt disposed to 
catch at every straAV in order to make it;a 
matter of contention between h^r daughter 
and herself; and therefore the moment she 
entered the drawing-room, she said, '' What 
is that you have been sending to Sir Jasper 
Wormeaten?" 

Arnica's lips moved, but she did not instant- 
ly reply, appearing as if a confusion of feeU 
ings prevented her utterance. As she did 
lS 
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not immediately answer the question pro- 
posed to her^ her mother exclaimed^ *' I 
thought you told me this morning you never 
used no artifices to conceal nothing frcmi me^ 
fout here are more secrets though I see/' 

'' No^ indeed^ Madam^ yeu are mistaken/' 
replied Amica; ''I neither have ^ny secrets 
from you, nor is it my wish to have any/* 

But yet you are not going to tell me what 
there is in that paper parcel you have sent to 
Sir Jasper/' *' 

'*Yes, lam. Madam/' answered Amica: 
'^ it* 4^ntains a pearl bandeau which he 
brought hither this morning as a preseut to 
fiie; and which as I could not prevail upon 
iiim to takeaway with him again, I have thus 
returned to him/* 

Her Ladyship appeared astonished, both at 
the account of the present and Arnica's reso- 
lution in returning it. '' What could he 
offer to make you a present for?'' she cried: 
*^ there must have been some reason for it" 

" Why the old boy did it to shew his gal- 
lantry, I suppose," cried Sir Benjamin, ''and 
repair to her the loss of her diamond sprig/' 
and this sentence he followed by beginning to 
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relate to her the circumstances ^hich had &at 
morning appeared in favour of her rogaimng^ 
it. 

Her Ladyship stopped him in big narrative. 
*' Do you hold your tongue a minule — will 
;^?" she cried; "and let mae hear the end 
of this story about Sir Ja^sper. Did he say 
any thing tender to you/' she continued^ 
addressing Amica^ "at the time^ or did hia 
manner imply that he meant to do so heve* 
after?" 

Arnica blushed^ and a forced smile strayed 
over her countenance. . ^ 

" I can see it ! I 'd venture a half-a-crown 
wager upon it^ that he has made you the offer 
already/' said Lady Buckhurst : " has not he ? 
Tell me. Arnica ; tell me, has he, or has he 
not? You know I am your mother, and I 
have a right to know." 

Arnica was obliged to confess that the con- 
je6lure was a just one. 

"There!" exclaimed her Ladyship; *^au 
offer from a Baronet: do you hear that. Sir 
Benjamin ? You see she is not forced to go a 
begging for a husband, as I told you this 
morning. Sir. She has no occasion to jump 
at an offer, as you genteely asked if I did not, 
1*4 
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thicik she would when your son* proposed 
hiHiself to her. — No, no ! I think the Dimicks 
may hold their heads as high as the Buck- 
bursts, and a little higher too now." 

This contention, to which Arnica had her;' 
self innocently given rise^ added so materially 
to the unpleasantness of her feelings, which 
had been already Wretched enough before, that 
she left the room, with difficulty suppressing 
her tears till she had gained her cbamber. 

How long Sir Benjamin and his * Lady 
disputed about their family pretensions to 
pride, ^we imagine none of <;ar readers are 
anxious to learn : we think also that they will 
readily allow us to pass over the hyperbolical 
nonsense in which Sir Jasper's confession of 
bis passion was made to our heroine, and will 
bii content with being informed thit Lady 
Dellaval contrived to amuse Lady Buckhurst, 
by the pretence of learning a servant's charac- 
ter, in order to leave her father alone with the 
objefl; of his p&ssion ; and that he was not less 
astonished at Arnica's blindness to her own 
happiness^ than mortified at the downfall of 
bis air-built bliss, which was caused by her 
decisive negative to the modest request of her 
«l;ntiquated admirer. J., 
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la the course of about half an hour Lady 
Buckhurst followed her daughter to her 
ehumber^ and her condu6l now aflforded an 
example of how common a custom it is^ for 
persons to be biassed in thinking favourably 
or unfavourably of others^ by circumstances, 
which the individual towards whom their 
condu6l changes has had no share in pro- 
ducing. 

'' Well, child/' cried her Ladyship, " I 
can't exa6lly make up my mind whether you 
-were right or not to say ' No' to Sir Jasper. 
To be sure he is yery old, and does many 
things that are very silly for a man of his age ; 
aye, and some things that are very wicked 
for a man of any age, as they tell me : but 
then you know there is this to be considered, 
he is a Baronet, and very rich; and perhaps 
if he married a young wife, he might leave off 
his tricks, and might reform in other respe6);s. 
To be sure you could not expeS; to live long 
with him; but then no doubt but he'd leave 
you handsome at his death ; that is, I 'd take 
care he should, for I'd see to your settlement 
before I suffered him to lead yot? j^the altar, 
if you were to turn the matter ayoriayour 
thoughts^ and have him at last/' 
l5 
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Arnica replied^ '' That she was certain that 
"would never be the case/' 

/' Well, well, I shall take care to set it 
about in the world that you hare had the 
offer/' returned Lady Buckhursty ^"^ it is 
not a thing to shut one's mouth upon/' 

'' Indeed^ Madam/' answered Arnica, ^^ I 
think it a circumstance upon which honour 
demands our silence ; if we cannot reconcile 
ourselves to accept as a husband a man who 
may propose himself to us in that light, wc 
undoubtedly owe him the return of not pub- 
lishing, that we cannot approve him suffici- 
ently to unite our fate with his/* 

'' Fiddlestick child/' cried hex. Ladyship, 
'^ all that is like what there is said in novels; 
and all very good and right to be set forth in 
such books ; but there are many reasons that 
alter the case in real life; — depend on it» 
when it is once known that you have had a 
baronet at your knees, and that you made hita 
get up again as he knelt down, you'll have 
many men of real, quality making proposal* 
to you/' 

" It is ;«i;^,at I am very, very far from de- 
siring," saijA Arnica. 



'^Now don't proi^e me^ i^ild;— ^on't 

provoke me Amy/' returned her mother^ 

^^ don't let me hear another hint kbout that 

Stanton — I can't bear it; you'll forfeit all 

my love and afie6iionj if you dont give hina 

'up — depend upon it, you'll lire to thank me 

for driving him out of your head— a pretty 

story it would be truly ; Lady Buckhur$t'i 

daughter married to Mr. Stanton — ^and who 

is Mr. Stanton ? — ^why nobody knows, not 

nobody cares. — Oh^ I could not bear it;— ^ 

I'd sooner wish. Heaven foigive me ! that 1*4 

never seen you again after I first lost you--^ 

no, no, — I'll marry you to some man wortfe 

having, if you let me alone for a while, and 

let me keep quietly on the look out ; and if I 

should fail, but I am sure I shan't^ at least I 

think not, and I am sure I hope not; but I say# 

if I should fail ; you won't be without a string 

to your bow then ; here will be the Colonel 

alw|ys ready to take you : you'U always have^ 

him for a cord in preserve^, as Mr. Yalmont 

expresses it in French." 

Ainica did not feel herself defeftive in ar- 
guments which she might have opposed to> 

* Corps de reserve, we fancy Mr.. Vaimont said*. 
I1& 
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the erroneous opinions of ber mother; but 
fearful that all dissention on her part from 
Lady Buckhurst's ideas^ tnight but serye to 
strengthen her in thenf, she contented herself 
with repeating^ " Do. not, dear Madatn, ever 
ui^e me to accept the hand of a man whom I 
cannot love, and I will never ask you to re- 
ceive Maurice Stanlnn as your son." ♦ 
Happily for Arnica, Lady Buckhurst's re- 
joinder w^s interrupted by a summons to din- 
ner, and they accordingly descended into the 
eating-room ; — their meal was again a tete-d- 
tite; Sir Benjamin was gone to dine with 
fome of his friends, and take their opinion 
upon what measures it would be most advise- 
ablc for him to pursue in his present ex-sena- 
torial state. — The question upon which he 
was undecided was this, vvhether he should 
immediately again propose himself for Guild- 
ford ; or reserve all his force for a general 
election, which would take place throi^lyouC 
the kingdom iu a very short time, as parlia- 
ment was to be liissolved at the expiration of 
six more weeks. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

i / Tri/ Again. 

JbAMILY secrets usually circulate very 
rapidly when the mistress of the house makes 
a 'confidante of her waiting woman, as we 
have seen that Lady Buckhurst did of her 
servant Lenox. 

On the day following that pn which Sir 
Jasper had paid his unsuccessful visit to 
Arnica, Lady Dellavars woman, Mrs. Archer 
returned the visit which it may be remem- 
bered Mrs. Lenox had paid to her a few even- 
ings before. - 

'' Well,/' cried Lenox, referring to what 
they had overheard pass in Lady Dellaval's 
dressing-room between her Ladyship and Mr. 
Leuwitzer, ''well, have you heard any more 
about your lady's situation ? Have you 
found out what the child meant ? Do you 
really think she is in that way ?'* 
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'^ I can't for my life make it out/' replied 
Mrs. Archer, ""my lady is grown quite an 
altered woman since she was closeted witli 
that old foreign gentleman: always in 
thought ; never chats with me now as she 
used to do ; sits by hours together alone in 
her chamber ; and what is more than tha% I 
have seen her thr^e or four different times 
poring over a miniature pi6lure ; — I caught 
a glimpse of it once, just enough to see it was 
a gentleman ; and I can't hel p thinking to my- 
self that if she is with child, that is the pi6iure 
of the father." 

" It is very odd, to be sure," returned 
Lenox, ^' but she is not the only odd persoa 
in your family : I suppose you have heard of 
Sir Jasper's fancy." 

'^ No, not I; what do you mean?" asked 
Mrs. Archer. 

" Why what do you think of an old fellow 
like him, making an offer of marriage to a 
young Miss, young enough to be his grand* 
daughter? and that is \\\% fancy ; — ^he made 
such a proposal yesterday to my lady's daugb- 
ter," returned Lenox* 

'' And is it ta le?'" inquired Mrs. ArcfinQf^ 
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*' No, no/' answered Lenox, *' she returned 
him a fine present he brought her, and sent 
him about his business; why at this moment 
Miss Arnica has it in her power to marry one 
of the finest, gayest, dashingest gentlemen 
in all London/" 

'^ And who may he be ?" said Mrs. Archer. 

'' Why, our Colonel as I call him; Col. 
Buckhurst/' replied Lenox, ^' X am sure to 
my taste, I think there ain't a finer fellow 
any where, for he looks so rakish, and so 
fashionable; and between ourselves I fancy 
your lady would not be sorry if Miss Arnica's 
chance were hers." 

'^ Oh, theyll never marry depend upon it," 
rejoined Archer, " they know one another 
tdo well ; and is Miss Dimick to have the 
Colonel ?" 

^* Why my lady did not exa6lly tell me all 
was settled," answered Lenox, " but llbave 
no doubt of its being so; — her refusing Sir 
Jasper so decidejily, tells pretty plainly how 
it is, because I warrant me, if h^r mind had 
Bot been made up to the Colonel, she would 
have let the old Baronet dangle after her a 
little while, though she might aot intend ta 
marry him at last.'' 
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By the conversation which we have just 
detailed between these two nymphs of the 
toilet^ it will easily be perceived, that Lady 
Biickhurst in her communications to Lenox^ 
had entirely sunk the name of Maurice Stan- 
ton, and had mentioned to her only those 
oflfers of marriage to her daughter, which she 
wished to be circulated in the worlds as spurs 
to others of a like nature to follow them. 

When Lady Dellaval retired to her cham- 
ber at night, and Archer attended to undress 
her ; " I have been so remiss to-day,*' said 
her Ladyship, " as to have forgotten to send 
to inquire after Colonel Biickhurst ; does any 
body in this house by accident know how he 
doesr 

'' Oh your La'ship," returned Archer, 
'' Colonel Buckhurst can't be doing other- 
wise than well, as he is going to be mar- 
ried." 

*' Going to be married!'* exclaimed Lady 
Dellaval. 

*' Is it news to your La'ship ?" replied 
Archer, '' Bless me ! oh yius m'em, it is all 
settled between hira and my Lady Buck- 
hurst's daughter. Miss Arnica— what'a her 
name ?'* 
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*^ Surely it caa't be true ; — what authority 
have you for it ?*' asked Lady Dellaval. 

'^ Your La'ship may rely on it, it is a. 
fa6l/' returned Archer; — ^her mistress made 
no rejoinder to her last assertion, and the con- 
versation ceased. 

On the following morning between the 
hours of nine and ten. Lady Dellaval rang her 
bell, and when Archer entered her chamber 
in reply to the summons, she directed her to 
send Sir Jasper's valet to his master's apart- 
ment, to request that he would breakfast with 
her ill hfir dressing-room. 

The Baronet accepted his daughter's invi** 
tation, and at about a quarter after eleven/ be 
gobbled into the dressing-room with one 
hand rested on a crutch-stick ; for the irrita- 
tion which the disappointment he had a 
couple of days before met with, had produced 
in his system, had settled, in the angry form 
of the gout, into his leJttfoot. 

How happy would it be for the masculine 
gender in toto, if those disappointment in love, 
which some of them must be doomed to expe- 
rience, could be carried ofFwithout occasion- 
ing pain in any more sensitive part; — and the 
only receipt which we can give th«n to avoid 
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the endurance of severer mischiefs from a ca^ 
of this kind^ is^ never to propose themselves 
as husbands^ till like Sir Jasper^ they have 
passed the grand clima6lerie of life; they 
•will then find that love only occupies the 
head; except the force of disappointment 
drive him down into the great toe^ but that 
the heart has nothing whatever to do with the 
business. " ^ 

The Baronet b^g seated at his ease» Lady 
I3ellaval proceedjisd to give him information 
(of the intelligence she had received from her 
waiting ^TOifian. — ^The spirits of gir Jasper it 
roay easilv be imagined, were far from being 
etnended by these tiiungs ; lie had enterraintfd 
hopes, that either the timidity and bashful^ 
ness natural to a young female, might hare 
governed Amica in pronouncing a negative 
to his wishes; or, that at the very worst, 
whatever little repugnances she might have 
felt to accepting his hand, the persuasions of 
her mother, and her own refle6lions on the 
enviable situation of life in which an alliance 
with him must place her, would shortly over* 
come ; — of a rival he had not dreamt; — that 
rival now appeared in a more formidable 
light than the being of a vision ; for consider^ 
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ing men only according to their exterior^ and 

tbe rank by which they were known in society^ 

he regarded the Colonel as a man whom in 

the privacy of his own breast, he belieyed 

more likely than himself to please Arnica. 

Although he spoke not^ the expression of 

his countenance eloquently conveyed to Lady 

Dellaval^ what was passing in his mind ; and 

conceiving herself to have done all that could 

be required of her in favour of his interest^ 

by having given him a subject for refle6iion, 

or discussion^ she likewise forbore to speak. 

—During this silence^ ** The Fusbioi.*-y^ 

World/' was brought into the room , and laid 

down upon the breakfast table. 
» — •• — — f .....*. 

A newspaper is a m06t eiBcacions triad ulatot 

of the human psussions; in its perusal a man 

who is puffed up with joy, discovers that he 

is not singular in the attainment of good; 

and he who has encountered misfortune, 

learns th^t he has brethren in ajGBiglion. Sir 

Jasper immediately took up the paper; he 

knew that there was a species of relief to the 

mind to be derived from perusing it, although 

his perceptions were not perhaps sufficiently 

acute to enable him to atiilize how that relief 

was produced. 
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One of the first paragraphs which arrested 
his attentioiij announced that a dissolution of 
parliament was very shortly expe6ied to take 
place; and the senteircj^rwhich succeeded 
this, gave intelligence of Sir Benjamin Buck- 
hurst's privation of bis senatorial hotiours. 

'' Ah !" cried the Baronet^ " this must be a 
material stab to Sir Benjamin's feelings." 

" It must, I am certain/' replied Lady 
Dellaval, '' because he is a man who only 
lives in the idea of being, a member; it is 
astonishing how many unsuccessful attempts 
he hS5 pi&de to procure a seat in the house> 
and they have all been attended with very 
considerable expence; his Guildford contest 
is reported to have dipped into twelve thou- 
sand." 

Sir Jasper laid down the paper, and his 
contra6led brow bespoke him to be ruminat- 
ing with his own mind ;-r-after a consider- 
able pause he said, '' A method presents itself 
to me, by which it appears, that I can render 
myself of such essential service to the interest, 
and inclinations of Sir Benjamin, that he 
will in return be aSiuated to exert his influ- 
ence for the hand of his daughter-in-law t(> 
become mine, in preference to the Coloner^-' 
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'* Indeed/' replied Lady Dellaval, ''what 
are your ideas?" 

'' Why you know/' Sir Jasper returned, 
'' I have the borough of Pliable in ray gift; 
that is, I am always able to bias the votes of 
the seven ele6lors in whose power it lies ; and 
I am of opinion, that if I were to promise to 
place Sir Benjamin Buckhurst in it at th.^ 
next ele6iion^ entirely free of expence, that 
an arrangement would soon be made for my 
becoming the, hjusband of the beautiful 
Arnica/' 

'' If it were done, when 'tis done, then 
'twere well it Vi^ere done quickly :" says Mac- 
beth, speaking of murder, and we think the 
same sentence a very appropriate exclamation 
to proceed from the lips of an old man of 
sixty-five who entertains ideas of matrimony 
with a young girl, for the possession of whom 
he is to depend upon the authority of her 
parents^ and not upon the free exercise of her 
qwn inclinations ; first, because the quicklt/, 
is undoubtedly natural to a mail who has na 
time to lose ; and secondly because the case 
itself bears a very strong affinity to the mur- 
derous intentions of the Scottish Thane :r — . 
Sir Jasper accordingly had no sooner con* 
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eeived his plan for approaching the heart of 
Arnica through the Tain inclinations of her 
father*! n-Iaw^ than he dispatched a note to 
him requesting an interview with him at his 
own house at one o'clock that day^ upon a 
natter of great consequence to the happiness 
of them hoth. 

Sir Benjamin flattered by the idea of there 
being any circumstance in existence wherein 
his own interests were allied with those of a 
man of Sir Jasper's superior rank, returned an 
answer wherein he specifiecl that he 4»hould 
expe6l th« honour of his visit with the greatest 
pride and satisfa£iion. 

Upon the receipt of this intelligence (Hir 
Baronet ordered his chariot to be in waiting 
for him at a quarter of an hour before the 
time of appointment, and then retired to bis 
dressing-room to waste the intervening spaed 
of time in what he called, the pleasing la- 
bours of tbe* txxilet. 

Sir Jasper had been only a few minutegset 
out on his matrimonial embassy, when Sidney 
Valmoat arrived in Portniaa">squaire, on a 
morning visit to Lady Delkival. 

When he had communicated to her the 
reigning topics of scandal, which eaeb da^r 
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furnishes for the amusement of the idle in the 
refined circles of fashion ; her Ladyship^ who 
was anxious to hear a positive confirmation^ 
or refutation of the report which had reached 
her of Colonel Buckhurst's proj^6led union 
with Arnica^ and who considered Valmont to 
be one of the persons most likely to be pos- 
sessed of a knowledge of the truths said, 
" Now you appear to have concluded all the 
other information with which you are ac- 
quainted^ pray tell me when Buckhurst be- 
comes a benedi6i; ?" 

^^ Buckhurst marry!'* exclaimed Sidney 
Valmont^ '^ I should as soon have expe6led 
to hear such a thing of the pope: — for 
heaven's^ake is this a, badinage of your own 
fabricating, or has any other mortal been suf- 
ficiently flighty to circulate such a quiz ?'* 

^' So you may please to term it/' replied 
her Ladyship, '' and if you really kaow no- 
thing of the matter, you afibrd me an addi* 
ticmal instance of the coldness of male 
friendship, compared with that which we 
women feel for those towards vfhom we pro^ 
fess ourselves frienda. — Upon vty honourj I 
have authority which I regasd as undaubteidj 
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for saying that he has very lately made an 
offer of bis hand ; which I think you must 
allow appears a most satisfa6lory' evidence of 
his intention to hecome a husband." 

'' If your Ladyship confesses that you are 
the sele6ied fair One, my contradi6lory senti- 
ments are at an end ; but otherwise, pardon- 
nez moi, f know so much of the Colonel, 
that I must continue an infidel to the re- 
port/' answered Valmont 

Lady Dellaval heard him with a smile, 
and when lie ceased speaking, she imparted 
to him the channel through which the in- 
telligence had reached her, and added, ^^ are 
you an infidel still?'* 

" Ten times more than ever," ^ replied 
Valmont, '^ for placing the Colonel entirelj 
out of the question, I would take upon me 
to affirm, that there is but one man in the 
world capable of making an impression on 
the heart of the lady ; had they sele6led anj 
other female, the report might have gained a 
doubtful kind of credit ; and lived through 
the period of an ephemera's life ; but that 
girl has been so romantically in love ever 
£ince I knew her^ that m veritc"-^ 
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: ' ** Arnica romantically in love !'' exclaimed 
Lady Dellaval^ ^* impossible ! so constantly 
~i» I have beei^'with her, I must have heard 
the smothered sigh^ or observed the languisln 
ing air of love; besides I have not thft 
slightest doubt, that from the kindness and 
friendship I have shewn her, slie would long 
.^e this have admitted me to her confidencoj 
had such been the case/' 
;■' '' ViMoirt Z'* cried Valmont; ^f in those very 
tword^, you. adduce an iastaace iii point, to 
prove that female friendship of the unre- 
strained opennesa. of which y0u have just 
been bragging, may have its concealmenti * 
too ; and after all is not more than upon a 
par of excellence with that professed by our 
^sex : I tell you that your friend Aiqica, it 
•the most absolutely love-smitten being in 
existence, ellem ineurt." 
; " And pray,'' returned Lody Dellaval, ^' if 
ithe lady is dying, for whom is she dying ?— ^ 
if a woman be allowed to be any judge of the 
attra6lions of her sex, I think the man who 
would not consider himself, the happiest of 
human beings, to be possessed of the power 
;Qf restoring so. exquisite a girl to life and 
felicity, can at best have no quarrel against 

VoL.n. M 
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iboae, who ihould term him a moit iosensifile 
animal/' 

" Mais ma beHe^vlndlcairice,'* replied Val- 
taonty '' The man is by no means insensible 
of his happiness, he wearf a constant smile in 
her presence^ and Secure in the pr^iession of 
her heart, appears to bid defiance to the oh- 
stacles which ot>pose Uiemselves to their 
union/' 

." Obstacles V exclaimed Lady Dellaval, 
•'but why do yon not tell me who he 
is?'' 

''That is npjore than I am acquainted^ 
^ith," replied Valmont^ '' I can much moitr . 
easily fell you what he i»j p^ que rien ! $ou- 
9nis d lafortime de la guerre; and is not thq[t 
ti sufficient obstacle to his becoming the hu»- 
band of the daughter of a {lurse-^proud old 
womanlike Lady 9iids:burst?^' 
• '' Have done with your comments/' cried 
Lady Dellayal, '' or at least reserve them tiB"^ 
you have told me who he is ;— do I know 
him ? — what is his name P" 

" He was/' returned YalmoBt^ '^ at your 
masquerade; but I hardly suppose you saw 
him. Did you know that there was a Mf« 
Stanton present?" 
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»' S^ton !" stammered out Lady DeHaval. 
'^ What he who looked ro very — He wh^ 
was 80 much^ — ^that is— he who a6led as 
necond to Colonel Buckhurst?** 

*' Quite corre6l>" cried Sidney. 

'* And are you sure— arc you really certain 
*that lie is the favoured ioyer of Lady Buck* 
burst's daughter?" asked Lady Dellaval. 

Valmont replied by informing her of what 
he was unconscious that she already knew^ 
that Stanton was the protege of Mr. Leu- 
witzer; to which he added^ that Maurice 
fcad, nearly three years ago, made no secret to 
him of the attachment which subsisted be* 
tweeii himself and Amica. 

Forcing a smile> her Ladyship said, '' Foi^ 
once, Valmont, I entreat you to be serious; 
and inform me, whether what you have been 
telling me be afa6l or not? 'V 

''Upon my honour," replied Valipont, 
"** what possible motive could I* have for 
^deceiving ybu in a point of this nature I 
But I declare^ mon amie, your earnestness 
Compels me to smile; and you must excuse 
me, if I conceive that you are not the less 
pleased to hear that the Colonel is not about 
M 2 
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to become a Benedi6l while you remaili-^ 
pardormez moi, ma belle veteve; I cannot sajr 
jnore^ but I really have my suspicion!} 
Cbat the Colonel is a most happy man ik 
possessing the good wishes of one of the 
(finest women in England for his felidte.'* 

^* If you are angling £pr a compliment by 
baiting yourbook with one^ you have wastedl 
a good thing to no purpose this morning^'' 
returned her Ladyship; '^ I have a head-acli, 
jand cannot talk to you any more.'' 

*' Then you will persist in bt^lieving that 
Buckhurst has resolved on matrimony?" saiA 
Valmont wi(h an arch smile. 

^' I must sleep it off/' replied Lady Deila- 
.val^ alluding to the head-ach of which she 
jbad before spoken. *' Good night !" and let*- 
ting her head sink upon one of the pillows iA 
the sofa^ she refused to join any longer in 
conversation with the divine; who, probably 
not liking to be the sole speaker any where 
put of a churchy hastily departed^, in search of 
a new auditor for the scandfU with which hs 
jresearches of that morning had furtiishedi 
^im. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



jMbfstery. 



X^DY Dellaval continued on the sofa lost 
"in her own refle£tion$> till they wefe broken 
in uponbytiieretumof Sir Jasper. 
' llie BaroneCs countenance was expressive 
of the wannest satisfa^on^ and placing him- 
self by her side^ he recounted to her the event 
of his visit; which was that Sir Benjamin^ 
bod received the proposition of the borough 
with the most uqdi^ised . transporty had 
acknowledged himself under an infinite obli-- 
gation to our Baronet, and had promisred to 
exert his influence in the most decidedrmantier 
for the accomplishment of Sir Jasper's fa^* 
vourite obje6i^ - 

'* 'Then you did not see Arnica?" said her 
Ladyship. 

Sir Jasper replied, ^^That he had seen 
only Sir Benjamin ; that a lady and gentle- 
nas fr^m itochester had arrived t])at morAiii|^. 



at tbehouse^ vith whom Ladj Buckhurstand 
her daughter were gone out in the carriage. 
They are, I understand^'' added he, " all to 
be at CoTent-Garden theatre this evening ; I 
tftall ^f course make an effort to join them 
Uiere, as Sir Benjamin has promised to re^ 
serve me a seat in the boic/- 

Notwithstanding Sir Jasper's spirits veere 
riisen a great many degrees sin^e his interview 
with Sir Benjamin^ he still found the nervous 
cordial necessary tothesustentation of hissys-^ 
tem, and left the drawing-*room for the pur- 
pose of taking the invigorating draught; tb& 
Qooment be vvas gope^ Lady Dellaval drew. 
lovtrards her the tabl« upon which stood. her 
"vritiog-^eskt and pLackng benself befwe itj^ 
4ie composed ibe foUowii^ notew 

<!f You will probably be surprised at recci^» 
^ ing from me this mysterious epistle; for as 
" such it must doubtless appear to you: Uiere-* 
** fore 'ere you proceed to peruse it^ contents, 
^' receive the assurance of its writer being 
*< your sincere friend. The happiness of 
** your future life, my dear Arnica, is at this- 
^^ mopoent at stake^ and I wx perhaps the only 



^ persQn^ whose iaterfereiice can ensure It to 
•* you : but before I jproceed to B,Gt in your 
*' cause^ It 19 neeessary tbat I should see and 
*'€onver8Q with you. I have a particular 
*' reason for not visitiiig' you at this jun^urcf^ 
^^ at a ti*«e when I am likely to encounter any 
/' P'^rt of your family; if therefore you will 
^* frame an excuse for not accompanying 
^•'them to the theatre this ewning", I will call 
*^ upon you at seven, and we eaay then pa^sa 
*' few hours together tininterrupted. For 
^' your owii sake, do »<H refusfe to see**rae: 
*^ let it be sufficient upon thi» paper to^feiH) rm 
** you, that I do not epme to plead the cause 
** either of Sir Jasper Wor«ieaten, or of Colo- 
'^ nel Buekhurrt. My feelings are infinitely 
^^ more in unison with yours, ^ than you cani 
'^ have any reason to suppose them from the 
^* conversation which once passed between us 
'^ relative to my father. My sentiments -are 
<' now changed : I shall doubtless astonish, 
" and I trust delight you. If you do not 
*' consent to see me atikiven, you will be dpin^ 
''* an injustice to yourself, and to one of the 
*^ sincerest of your friends. 

^' Caxherinb Djellaval. 
*^ Partmanrsqfjiarej tftree o'clock.'* 
m4 
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The note being i^riUen, her Ladjsh^:^ ^&h^ 
missed one of her servaiits with it into Hano* 
Ver-square^ ordering him to bslj, that he 
would either wait for an, answer then^ qr 
return/or one at five o'clock^ which ever best ' 
suited the convenience of her to whom it waa - 
addressed. 

In the course of an hour^ the servant came 
back^ and put into the hands of Lady Delia- 
Tal^ the following note. 

^' MY B£AR MADAmI 

^* You have indeed greatly surprised me by ' 
^^ the content^ of the«|>ilUt I haye just re*-* 
''ceiyed from you« I baye already expe-* 
'^ rienced so much, civility and kindness at' 
'':your hands^ that I should a6i most unjusti*> 
*' fiably in considering you in any other light- 
^' than the sincere friepd which you profess > 
"yourself towards me. . 

^ Your request has awakened within my 
**' mind so great, a degree of curiosity for ad 
^e;jq>lanation of the mystery in which your 
^5 condu61 is now enfplded^ that I should 
^' infii^ on myself as seyera a disappointment 
^^ as it could possibly prove to you, were I to 
^^ refuse seeii^ you this evening at seven.— 



^ I liave already a very bad cold, which will 
f^ furnish me with an excuse for not accom- 
^^ panyJng my mother and her friends to tha 
^*^ theatre* Adieu, dear Madam ! ; 

i i€ Believe me truly your's, 

^ H^n&ver^quare^ 4 o' clock J* ^ 

. Oredt indeed, a& Arnica had expressed*^ it, 
i^as the surprise which Lady Dellavarsepi^tlf 
iad excited in her breast . '' I dp ntt,-' sfa^ 
Jiad said, '^x^ome to plead either in favour of 
■Sir Jasper or of Colonel Buckhurst, but to 
<promote youf happiness.'* Did jiot Ihat 
avowal. Arnica considered, seixn l» imply 
that her Ladyship was acquainled with her 
attachment to Maurice Stanton ? Undoubtf 
«dly itdid; but if she were acquainted wit|;i 
4t, by what pqs^hle means could she bp 
.empowered to promote thei^ union? — '^Qh 
^o!*' contimied Arnica, ^^fceliDg myself tliat 
^o other event .pan produce me happiness, { 
Jiave miscoDStrued the intentions of Lady Delr- 
Javal, by dressing them in my^owa ideas^**^ As 
she proceeded to indulge in refle6);ipn,. she 
vrecolle6ledthe circumstances of the miniat jr^^- 
and with iJiem jtecurred to her m^^^xj 

Mi 
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ibe opinioa wbich she bad at that time adapts 
ed of Lady Dellaval being herself charmed 
irith the person of Maurice : this remein^ 
brance afforded her a further coiivifiiion that 
the happtaess at which her Ladyship had 
hinted was entirely distinS; from him« 

The next recolle3;ion which entered her 
tnrnd was that of the conTersation between La- 
4y Delfeval and Mr. Leuwitzer which had been 
t>Terbeard by ^e waiting-maids^'' and as sh^ 
4welt #pon t1>K strangeness of the exclama^ 
Hob which her Ladyship had at thsit time 
tittered^ ^Oh that I had a father for my 
child V &bit began to thinli^ it by no me&ns 
impossible that her Ladyship might have 
discoTered herself about to become a mother^ 
nnce the period at which she had recommend-^ 
ed to her to accept the band of Sir Jasper; 
and fiupposiog that notwithstanding the negar 
tive she had already Teturned to his hopei^ 
i^he might uitimatdy intend to bestow oa 
him her hand, was coming to propose to her 
«ome equivalent for giving him up in order to 
favour the rights of the child still unborn. 

It was not without some difficulty that 
Amica prevailed on her mother to accept Im 
excuse for not going to the play. ' 



^e presence of the visitors had prevented 
Silt* Benjamin from communicating the sub- 
je6i of the conversation which had passed 
between himself and. Sir Jasper that morning 
to his wife, which was a fortunate circum* , 
stance for Arnica ; as had her mother knowa 
that the Baronet intended to honour their box 
with his presence that evenings there eould he 
no doubt but that in spite of her cM, lAie 
^rould have compelled her daughter to^isit 
the iheatre^ in order that Si^Jaspei^ attentiioa 
i» hes loigbt b? ffubliclj wi^i^es^d^ 
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CHAPTER XX- 

Mare Mastery. 

A. Few minutes ftfter the hour of appoint- 

«inent. Lady Dellaval arrived in Hanover* 

#quajre> and vras^shevi^n into the apartment 

ipvhere Arnica \iFith a palpitating heart ^wtii 

€xpe6tingher. 

Arnica vi^e hove already seen did not con- 
sider Lady Dellaval in so reprehensible a light 
as the vrorld in general did: Arnica believed 
her frequency to be faulty, but never vicious: 
4^ considered her to lean with a culpable 
Veakness towards the sway of fafihion^ but 
believed her never to commit those errors 
which ori^nate in a depraved heart. She 
imagined want of refie£iion to be the greatest 
criminality of which she was guilty, as she 
performed many a£iions in the flightiness 
of tlie moment, and in the hurry of over- 
sowing spirits^ which various points of 
hsx 4^bara6l€r bore evidence that her 
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4(nnd wouJd have revolted at the delibe- 
rate performance of. Such are the baneful 
Itabits contra£led by bending the kiiee tod 
ebsequioudy at the «hrine of Fashion ; such 
Are the ill effe£ls which arise from a desire of 
being pre-eminent in those follies for which 
the mind imbibes a ta^te^ because it is not 
strengthened against their influence by being 
sown at an early age virith the beneficial seeds 
of wisdom and refle6lion. 

Having entered the apartment^ Lady Del* 
laval approached. Amica/ and taking her 
band pressed it fervently in her own. When 
the servant had closed the door^^she saidj, 
'^^ I rejoice, my dear girl, both for your sak^ 
jand my owo, that you have received me 
this evening. Do you see me as a siocent 
^iend^'' 

. ^^ I 4;an liave no reason/' replied Amic;^^ 
f^ to doubt the sincerity of those professions Jj. 
tiave received from you. Had you not made 
me any, my nature ig net so un(^aritable as t# 
doubt whether kindness of heart aj:companies 
civility of a^on; and I stand indebted to 
jou for numberless fsLYOur» gf tiiiB aa- 
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'* I have never doubted the excelkfide^f 
jour disposiUon/' rejoiDed Lady Dellaval^ 
^^ and the ouly reason i?ehy I ask^d the ques^ 
tion to vvtich you have just been replying is, 
Ifaat uoleis you do believe me sincerely your 
friend^ you v?ill consider the freedom with 
which I am about to address you as a mark of 
Impertinence^ rather than of interest in your* 
welfare/' 

'^I am certain,** returned Arnica, ^^ that 
ailer the friendly preface which precedes the 
disclosure of ^ subje£i upon which I see 
ydu faere^ that I at least shall not deem yoii 
guilty of such a fault. Pray speak freely; 
*only I hope that you wiU allow me the sam^ 
freedom in disclosing my sentiments which I 
am jready to allow to you.** 

*' I have already told you,^ repiUed her 
jLadyship, ^'duit I came Mtfaer for your hap- 
piness and tskj ownt where any concealmenlt 
Is necessary, felicity cannot be perfefit t 
4;rust we shall both have cause to rejoice at 
«om^ future period in the frankness which I 
iiope will attend our present comniunications/ 

-''Your epistle/' said Amica> ^^has, as J 
informed you in my reply to it this afi;erno022« 



excited witbio me a very strong degree of 
curiosity/' 

*'I will proceed immediately,** answered 
Lady Dellaval, ^' to unravel some part i^f the 
mystery which perplexes you: but you must 
liave patience with me if I am more deliberate 
than exa^ly corresponds with your eagerness; 
and you must not be angry, if I do net fett^ 
Cirely elucidate to you this e^ning the mo^ 
tives by which I am a6luated. Only rely oft 
this> that you shaU know all ere long, and 
that you will then perceive I am justified ia 
tny present precautions/' 

A momentary pause ensued; Lady Della-^ 
val broke it .: ^ You will think me very 
tiresome^ I make no doubt; for I am going 
to ask you ma«y questions which you wiU 
think it extremely immaterial whether they be 
answered or not^ but believe me that I will 
not weary you with one demand to which it 
is not requisite^ for the promotion of the 
interest I take in your w^Jfare, that I should 
have a reply/* 

Arnica perceived that the agitatioA of mind'^ 
whi^h had heen visible on Lady DellavallEr 
countenance at her fir«t arrival^ increased all 
sha ikew nearer Jto the point of disclosure for 
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^hich Arnica was so impatieatlj waitings :wi 
once more begged her to proceed* , 
. *' You have/' said Lady DellaraU " return* 
^ a negative to the offer of marriage whick 
has been made you by my father?'* 

'^ Sir Jasper has doubtless told you so^;*^ 
I •aid Arnica. 

.• *' Yes, my dear/' replied Lady Dcllaval, 
^^he has; but I caa proceed ia the plan vi^ith 
iv^faich my bead is now filled, only on die most 
undoubted certainty. I must have your 
JiYord of honour for many circumstances 
which I already know from the report of th» 
^orM. Sir Jasper," proceeded her Ladyship, 
^'has promised ISr Benjamin Buckhurst a 
teat free of ex pence in the ensuing parlia^ 
ment, upon condition . of liis prevailing on 
y6u to accede to bis proposal of. marriage. 
Has this yet been mentioned to you? *^ 
; Amica replied in the negative, 
. *^ Are you/' rejoined LadyDellaval, ^' se- 
izure within yourself that you will not be 
tempted by the arguments of Sir Benjamin, 
er yDur mother, to yield to this alliance out of 
«considerattion to.lbe advantages which the 
family, to whom you are allied would deris^ 
jfri^m. >such a coippliancei" . . 
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,**I am/* replied Arnica, ''fully resolved, 
that no consideration shall impel me to unite; 
mjself with a man wj^om I could not treat 
^ith that affe^on which every wife owes to - 
a husband^ and I am sure I Qould never thus ; 
regard or esteem Sir Jasper/' 

A smile^ Which Arnica could not forbear' 
understanding as a smile of pleasure^ stole 
over the feaitures of Ladj Dellaval^ and she 
added^ '' I am happy to see that you do not , 
appear offended with me^ for the candid/ 
aypwal I have made concerning one so nearly 
related to you/' ; 

/'Oh no, no !'V repliedi J^^J l>^llaval, 
with warmth, "I am not offended I assure 
you-^rery far indeed from being oflfended. 
I|ad your sentiments proved the reverse of 
what they are upon this pointy I should have, 
experienced no inconsiderable disappoint* 
ment., Is not th^s a strange confession. Arni- 
ca? for you cannot have foij^otten* that oA; 
the ntght of my masquerade, not many days 
ago, I strongly recommended to you to be- 
come bis wife; nay, to be as^honqst withyou^ 
as pur pujitual compa6i demands that I 
ibould, two hours before I y^rote to you this. 
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iiioniio^ ny sentiments had not undergone 
any change/^ 

^'So suddenly has your opinion be^i al- 
tered!" exclaimed Arnica: *^so lately is it 

•mce" 

She would have proceeded^ but Lady Del-* 
laval interrupted her by continuing to speak 
thus^ " Make no comments for the present on ' 
what I tell you: it is impossible that you 
abould haye the remotest idea of the cause 
from which my actions springs and it is there*-' 
fiire equally impossible that you should be able 
to judge of their propriety. Once more, dear 
gitl, give me a patient hearing/' 
Arnica bowed in silence. 
^^ Since the wound which Colonel Buck*- 
hurst received in the duel, lias he not also 
become a suitor for your hand?'* 

' Yes/' replied Arnica^ ^' such a proposal" . 
has been made to me on the part of the 
Colonel/* 

'^And is it in his. favour?** asked Lady 
Dellaval^ fixing her eyes stedfastly on Arnica,^ 
and her lips quiwring with dotation as she 
spoke: '' and is it in his favour that you hstve 
rejeSied Sir Jasper?*' * 



^^ Oil iio> Madam/' answered Ainicar 
*• Colonel Buckhurst is a man to wbom I 
should feel myself equally inadequate ta* 
perform the duties of a wife as to Sir Jaspei^ 
Wormeateo/' * 

A sigh^ which appeared the effe6i of a sen-^ 
sation of relief eommunioated to her breast' 
this declaration^ burst from the lips of Lady» 
Dellaval. ''I though" %he said; ^*nay, t 
felt persuaded that you could not foe going to^ 
be united to Colonel Buckhurst; and youh 
perceive my he^-rtwasairuie prophet: was it* 
oot^ Amica?" ^ 

^* Indeed it was^ Madam,^ Arnica replied;^ 

•^ There is a wide difference/' returned heif 
JCadyship^ ^^ between our avowal of the men^ 
whom we r^e£l aa huiband^ and the favoured^ 
one whom we admit as a lo?er: I think I can^ 
extend my prophecy a little farther^ and> 
divine who he is to Whom the refusal which^ 
is causing a heart-aeh tp my father and the 
Colonel .would not be extended/' Lady^ 
Dellaval paused;* and agaip her eyes wer& 
fixed in steady, inquiry on the countenance of 
Arnica. / - 

Arnica spoke not: she bad promised Lady 
Ddlaval openiiesa and sincerity in.h^coo^^ 
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municatioDs^ and she now almost regretfctf 
tiayiiig made the promise. To no other 
being would she have felt a repugnani^ in. 
confessing the image of Maurice Stanton to 
be indeliblj graven on her heart; but in the 
secolLefiion of the emotion vbich she had 
•eon her Ladyship display oh the morning of 
her producing the. miniature which bore some 
resemblance te l|is features, all remembrance 
of the friendship 4he had promised to her 
£ided away: she considered her only an a 
ma|> ^liose fair promises might perhaps be 
intended to extend no farther than to the^ a£l. 
^ treatiBg her with a: bewitching kindness; 
and becoming &int and sick under the appte* 
bensions which her fancy had conjured up^ , 
die could with difficulty support herself from 
&lliqg off her seat. The violence of her. 
emotion was too great to escape the observa-; 
tion of Lady Dellaval^ who instantly spring* > 
lug up from her chair stood opposite to her^ 
and again clasping her hand in her's exelaim-^ 
ed, '" Dearest girl, what is it you apprehend? 
What dreadful agitation is it that shakes your 
nerves? Why do you thus suddenly appear, 
to fear me? For God's sake, sdo not rendeir 
jHie w^cetched by wilbdrawing from mt 



ydiir eotifidence at the mometit I most eaiv 
iaestly wish it to be extended towards me. 
One single word will relieve the anxiety ^ 
us both: tell me— 1 beseech you, tell me,, 
is not Mr. Stanton^ in possession of your 
heart?*' 

The tears rushed into the eyes of Arnica; 
« violent trembling seized her; and with a 
lengthened sigh, she sunk back in her chair. 

*' Dear girl!" exclaimed Lady Dellaval^ 
^' what means this incomprehensible condu£i? 
Da you regard me as his enemy? Surely 
that cannot be ! If such be the case, you 
know not how very false a supposition you 
. liave formed. ' Arnica, hear me; believe me; 
Maurice Stanton possesses my tenderest afibc* 
ition as well as your^s/' 
':^ Endeavouringtoi-aiseherself from her seat 
as she spoke^ and gasping for breath betwe^A 
her words as she forced them with difficulty 
from lier lips. Arnica said, ^'Is this, Lad^ 
Dellaval, the friendship which you promised^ 
und boasted of? Was it not sufficient that I 
should find enemies to my happiness amidst 
those whose interest ought to be the nearest 
allied, with my own, but thatyoii should have 
borrow«i the garb of friendship to add an. 



M9 mcHAm iciMf. 

unproToked ipsult to the diffic«f!tiei Witfa 
yddck I am already surrounded ^"^ — As die 
littered these wards^ «he succeeded in ber 
efforts to rise from her chair, and snatohiiq^ 
fiway her hand from Lady DellavaU was 
moving with trembling steps towards the^oor 
of the apartment. 

Lady Dellaival threw herself in her way> 
and in a voice the most energetic/ exclaimed, 
^ Merciful Heaven! Whither are your ideas 
huriy ing you ? I am this moment supreme** 
ly blest^ and require only an instant's atlen-* 
tion from you to render you equally faappjr 
with myself. Enough has passed to prove to 
me, that you love ^tantou. I have received 
the conviction for wbiehl panted when I en- 
tered this house: it only remains for me to tefi 
you, that I pledge my word for your being 
eventually blessed with each other/' 

The shodc of apprehended infelicity 
which had been experienced by Arnica % 
few momeats before, wlis trivial when com- 
pared with fte sensation of an opposite natura 
which now burst upon her senses. Of the 
sounds which had reached her ear she waa 
^nerediilous, till they were repeated to her by 
Lady Dellaval^ who clasping hei:.to her 



^o^om as filhe uttered them^ added, '^The loye 
which I bear Stanton is of that nature^ that it 
will be my greatest pride to behold him, 
the husband of so excellent a girl as yourj 
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CHAPTER XXL 



TJie Bride. 



•/^N author is not obliged to divulge the 
secrets of his history before his own time^ we 
chall therefore avail ourselves of that privi- 
lege which the right of custom has given us 
for dropping the curtain for the present upon 
Lady Dellayaland Arnica; only stating that 
her Ladyship quitted Hanoyer* square suffici- 
ently early for Arnica to be retired to rcst^bc^ 
fore the return of Lady Buckhurst and her 
p^rly^ and that previously to her departure, 
^e informed our heroine^ ''that she should • 
leave London on the following mornings and 
probably be absent from it, for at least three 
weeks ; but promised her that the very mo- 
ment of her return^ she would call upon 
hen 

Entirely unsuspicious of her daughter bar- 
ipg any other motive than the one she . 
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had assigned for absenting herseff from the 
theatre^ Lady Buckhuri^t passed an evening 
of enjoyment at her favourite amusement ;— 
Her country friends being even more unac* 
customed than herself to the sights of Lon- 
don^ had gone to the play a6iually and mere- 
ly for the purpose of beholding the stage per- 
formances> and as they had expressed a wish 
not to quit the house^ till these were conclude 
ed^ the carriage had been ordered not to attend 
till that hour. 

Jiist at that period when the lobbies usual- 
ly overflow^ in consequence of the loungers 
quitting their seats in theboxes^ and resorting 
to the last scene of the evening's entertain- 
ments. Lardy Buckhurst's carriage was an- 
nounced to be almost at the door :-^r Lady- 
ship taking the arm of her Rothester friend, 
and Sir Benjamin having lent the use of his 
^to his friend's wife, (for Sir Jasper having 
found Amica not to be of the party, had 
quitted the house) they sallied forth, pursu- 
ing the steps of the servant, who had sum- 
moned them from their box. 

When they arrived in .that passage which 
forms the branch of communication between 
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thf? box lobby and the piazza^ they found 
themselves heniined in, by an immense crowds 
vhere they were for some minutes obliged to 
remain, as the driving up of their coath had 
been retarded by the interference of other 
carriages. 

Whilst they were thus enjoying the luxury 
of breathing the air of a London crovi^d. Lady 
Buckhurst, vt^ho had placed her hand as a 
guardian upon her watch, received an a- 
larm which was occasioned by the hand of a 
man thrusting itself between two females 
who stood before her, and seizing hold of 
that one of her's, which we have already said 
was placed sentry over her property : — Fire 
and thieves had run <u)nstantly in her Lady-* 
ship's htv»^l ^yer since her arrival in the metro- 
polis, and supposing an attack to be intended 
upon her watch, "Stop thief," was on the 
point of bursting from her lips, when the a* 
venue which had been opened by the hand, 
immediately became occupied by a coun^ 
tenance which she recognised to be that of 
Jarvis Block. 

The alarm she was experiencing was most 
probably depicted on her features, for he ex? 
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claimed, "Lord bless you, my Lady, don't be 
frightened ; 'tis only me ; but I would get 
hold of your hand, because I had a mind you 
should give me a shake of mine, and wish me 

joy." 

" Joy ! Mr. Block, of what ?" returned her 
Ladyship. 

'^Of being married!" replied Block, in a 
voice of exultation ; ^' Don't you remember 
the last time we chanced to meet here at the 
play, I wished you joy of your lucky wed- 
ding ; and now, ain't it very odd, the first 
time we happen to see one another after 
mine, should be in the same place; — very 
comical, ,ain't it ? — had you heard I was 
married ?" 

'' Oh no, I had heard nothing about you,** 
said her ladyship. 

'' Well, I wonder you did not see it in the 
news," returned he ; " but you wish me joy 
I am sure, don't you ? — now I tell you how 
it is with me." 

'' Oh yes, I wish you well," replied her La- * 
dyship, '' and I hope you have taken care .to 
make such a choice, that my wishes may not 
be thrown away upon you." 
N 2 
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'' Oh dear hearty bless you; that I have/' ;in- 
swered Blocks '^ she is a very nice woman in- 
deed ; quite a fine V^oraan I assure you ; one 
of your people of fashion^ and I do think as 
beautiful a face as ever I sav«^ in my life ; I 
first got acquainted with her at my Lady Del- 
laval's masquerade/' 

''Did you indeed?" cried Lady Buck- 
hurst^ in a tone of voice that implied, " I 
should think she must be somebody of conse- 
quence by that." 

'' Here she is standing next to me/' said 
Block ; '' we are waiting till we can get a 
coachj and I suppose you are doing the 
same; — And so, as here is a minute's oppor 
tunity^ give me leave to introduce her to 
you/' 

Lady Buckhurst could have no reason for 
dissenting from this proposition^ and Jarvis 
Block drew forward a female, in whom 
her Ladyship, to her uncontroulable astonish- 
ment, beheld the ci-devant Mrs. Flap. 

The features of the two females thus oppos- 
ed flashed with expressions which although 
they wiele unintelligibre to poor Jarvis^ still 
forcibly conveyed to iiim that there were 
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feelings of no very pleasant nature passing in 
the^ heart of each ; and before he had time 
to ask an lexplanation^ the sound of ''Lady 
Buckhurst's carriage/' echoing through the 
place^ she precipitately retreated^ leaving him 
and his rib to their refle6iions. 

Jarvis Block was unknowii to Lady Buck- 
hurst's visitors^ and of course she spoke but 
little of him that night ; but in the morning 
when her guests were departed^ and she was 
left alone with Arnica^ she related to her her 
adventure^ with innumerable comments upon 
those who had been concerned in it; and 
Arnica could not forbear expressing her re- 
gret &tso good tempered a chara6ier as Jar- 
vis l^lock appeared to her to be, having 
been n^ade the dupe^ as she could not 
doubt he 'had, of the unjustifiable mea- 
sures of an artful, and designing woman. 

A few days after this, Amica, one morn- 
ing entering the drawing-room where her 
mother was sitting, closed the door hastily af- 
ter her, and remained standing by it after it 
was shut, as if she were in the a€l of listening 
for the steps of some one, whom s|)^, imagin- 
edio be following her. 
w 3 
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^^ Wbatare you doing ?-^What is tte mat- 
ter ?" said Lady Buckhurst, '' is there any 
body on the outside of the door ?'* 

*' I thought/' answered Arnica, "hut I 
rappose I was mistaken; I thought as I pass- 
ed the gallery, I caught a glimpse of Mr. 
Block coming up the stairs." 
' " Mistak e in deed !*' exclaimed herLady- 
sMp^'* ^Jfc fRald never have the assurance 
to ^come here after being married, to that 
good for .'.nothing woman; a mere husr^ 

8ey!'' . ^. • 

" But it was not evident, ' Madam/' ^pli- 
ed Arnica " from his introducing her to you 
last night, and the words with which he pre- 
faced the introdu6lion, that he does not 
know her real character ?" 

''Why that's true, as you say/V returned 
La4y Buckhurst, "and for fear he should 
have the impudence, or ignorance to bring 
her here, 1 shall send down orders to the por- 
ter dire6lly, not to admit him, or any bodj 
belonging to him into this house, on any ac* 
count whatever." 

Her Ladyship immediately rang the belL 
and John appearing, she issuted her commands 
to this eff'efil* 
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" Mr. Bloct isnowinthehouse^ my Lady/* 
«aid John. 

''^ In the house !'* echoed her Ladyship^ 
'' where ?" 

'' la the Colonel's bed-room/' John re^ 
turned. 

" It is very extraordinary/' said Lady 
Buckhurst^ '^ that the Colonel should receive 
a visit from. that man, when he is so ill, that 
I myself have only seen him once since he 
received his wound, and Miss Dimick not at 
all ; and. yesterday he refused to . see Mr. 
Valmont, and I don't know who all ;-^very 
exfraordinary indeed !" 

Lady Buckhurst always directed the com* 
ments she made, in the hearing of her ser- 
vants, so decidedly to their consideration 
with her eyes, that John g£iining encourage- 
ment, from her manner, to reply, said, " I 
fancy. Madam, it is something particular 
that Mr. Block is gone up about, for when 
he first sent up his name„ the Colonel refused 
to see him ; and then he asked for pen and 
ink, and wrote a note." — 

/^ Wrote a note I did he ?" cried Lady 
Buckhurst, w^hose naturally impatient t^m- 
N 4 
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per, would never suffer her to hear a tale to 
its conclusion without interpolating her own 
remarks, '' well, and what then ? 

''Why, Madam, the note was carried to 
the Colonel," answered John, '' and a few 
minutes after he had received it, he sent 
down again, and desired Mr. Block would 
come up." 

" Well do you keep in the way," resumed 
her Ladyship, " and if Mr. Block asks for 
either me or my daughter, say we are not 
at home; be sure you do not let him in 
here." 

John bowed and retired. 

'' Sure enough, it was Janris Block their 
you saw on the stairs," said her Ladyship ; 
'' what can be the meaning of he and the Co* 
lonel being so great together ^ — Don't you 
remember, child, on the' day of my Lady 
Dellaval's masquerade, how the dinner wa$ 
almost spoiled, by waiting for him and the 
Colonel ? he was shut up with him then ever 
so long in Sir Benjamin's study ; you know 
at the time I remarked how odd it was, and 
so I think it now, and ten times odder his 
having him to see him in his chamber, ^rjien 
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he don't receive nobody else there ; — ^»ome 
people have such strange v^rays/* 

So Arnica thought^ but re]u6%ant as she had 
ever been to speak her sentiments of Colonel 
Buckhurst's a6lions^ that relu6lance was now 
increased ten fold, since the proposition .of 
marriage which he had made to her, and she 
guarded against even a turn of feature 
which might be construed by her mother in- 
to the indication of any opinion concerning 
him which was passing in her heart. 
^ Dropping for a while this subjeSi, her La- 
dyship introduced in its stead Sir «Fasper 
Wormeaten, and in the most forcible ms«^ ' 
ner described to Arnica the melancholjf * 
cloud which had pervaded his features \vhent 
he had looked around the house for her in 
vaih on the preceding evening. 

Arnica still continued silent^ 

^' Ah V' cried Lady Backhurst, "^I've a 
notion you are higgle haggling in your owd 
mind about him, and will have him after all ; 
—And my fear is that you should come to the 
resolution when it is too late ; and upon my 
word, I do assure you, that I think it not 
at all unlikely that if you ain't quick about 
US 
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t^ he may be snapped up out of your reacli; 
or the night I was at the play, there were 
Vfajor Brevet's five daughters, all setting 
heir caps at him from one box ; and the 
Vliss Baits bowing and nodding to him from 
inoAer ,- and there was the widow Wagtail 
naking room for him between her and her 
laughter, as much as to tell him they were 
dther of them at his service ; and many more 
>si<fes t hem, all upon the look out after him ; 
—and now only thinks child, how provoked 
md jealous they would all be, were you to 
;ake the Baronet at his word ! why half of 
hem would burst with envy to see you 
lis wife ; and I should admire to behold 
it. 

Arnica's mind was not one of those which 
place their own happiness on the mean 
bundation of another^s envy ; but c^nvinc- 
^ that argument in cases of this nature 
w&s entirely lost upon her mother, she 
mdeavoured rather to give a turn to the 
[Conversation, than try to weaken Lady 
Buckhurst's forces in the debate ;' and af- 
ter a time she retired to the consolation, 
of that friend^ which soothes the harras*- 



cd mind of the persecuted^ unruffleB the 
brow of the care worn, and pours a le- 
nient balm upon the mind of affli6lion. — 
She retired to her chamber to taste the tem- 
porary enjoyment of solitude.. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

A Debate upon Self-interest, letter suited to tJie 
Feelings and Capacity/ of our Knight, than 
one upon the Public Weal, 

jf\T the expiration of nearly two hours, 
Jarvis Block departed without asking to see 
either Lady Buckhurst or her daughter^ or 
making any inquiries concerning them: — 
It had been remarked by Sir Benjamin's ser- 
vants thftt Block had appeared agitated at 
the time of his going up to the Coloner^ 
chamber^ and that when he had descended 
from it^ the irritation of his mind had been 
still more visible: — by the Colonel's atten- 
dants it had been observed that their master 
had appeared ill at ease since the departure of 
his visitor, and their suspicions were confirm- 
ed by his dispatching a note to his attorney, 
a Mr. Demur, who shortly after called upon 
him, and with whoin he was shut iip in pri- 
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vacy in his chamber for a period full as long, 
as Jaryis Block had passed there with him. 

The chara6ler of Mr. Demur was well 
known in the metropolis ; he was a person to 
whom all young men of fashion made appli- 
cation in their difficulties ; he had the reputa- 
tion of dabbling in money lending, as well 
as law writing ; and he was a man^ who if a 
cause could be gained by subtilty/was certain 
to make his client yi6lorious ; a man well ac- 
quainted how far it is possible to make law 
triumph over equity ; and by no means back- 
ward in the charges which he made for the 
use of his keenness of talent. 

After his departure, the Colonel seemed to 
be himself again; Mr. Demur and he had 
been heard to laugh heartily together before 
the latter departed ; and it is very seldom that 
those laugh who believe themselves to have 
the, worst side of a cause. _ . 

E^ger as Sir Benjamin Buckhurst was to 
impart Sir Jasper^s proposition to his son, 
still no consideration could ever induce him 
to lose sight af the main chance,^ which was 
with him concentered in the interest of his 
commercial house; and having early on the 
day follov^^ing to .that oa which it was made 
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to him, b«en unexpe6iedly called to attend to 
a concern of importance to his pocket at 
Rochester, this communication had not jet 
taken place; a circumstance which he did 
not regret, as he hoped that the Colonel 
would gain health ai^d ^strength during the 
few days of his necessary absence, and be the 
better able to discuss the matter with him at 
his return. 

A few hours after the departure of Jarvit 
Block, Sir Benjamin returned home from his 
country expedition to a late dinner, and her 
Ladyship immediately informed him of what 
had that morning occurred concerning Jarvis 
Block, to which she subjoined, the inquiry 
of " Don't you think it very strange ?" 

'' Not at all," answered the Knight, '' I 
see nothing very strange in my son's receiv- 
ing a visitor in his bed-chamber if he 
chooses it." 

Sir Benjamin had certain tones which al- 
ways silenced his wife, except she was con- 
tending for her own rights^ ; at such a jun6lure 
BO key was efficacious in reducing hers to 
the piano; and the knight's last sentence being 
spoken iw forte, the lady did not venture^ 
rejoinder. 
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Had not Sir Benjamin's mind been occu- 
pied by other matters of greater importance 
to himself^ he would^ perhaps, have attended 
more to his wife's communications respefling^ 
Mr. Block> but he was employed in devising 
how to impart to his son the proposal which 
Sir Jasper had submitted to his considera- 
tion ; and for which purpose he went to pay , 
the Colonel a visit immediately after dinner. 

It requires no great skill to repeat any cir- 
cumstance which has been detailed to us; 
the diflSculty is frequently, how to word the 
narration in such a manner that it $hall con- 
vey an impression favourable to our wishes; 
and such was just now the case with Sir Ben- 
jamin, who most earnestly desired to prevail 
by his rhetoric upon his son, to yield up 
Amica in favour of his restoration to parlia- 
mentary honours, free of additional ex- 
pence. 

The conversation which took place be- 
tween Sir Benjamin and his son was carried 
on with great vehemence on both sides ;i 
and as a warm debate is more apt to excel in 
words chosen for eflre6i, than elegance ; in- 
stead of presenting our readers with a minute 
detail of the dialogue, we shall only give them 
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the heads of the controversy^ and inform 
them what was the result. 

Sir Benjamin opened the business by com- 
municating the Baronet's liberal offer respe6i- 
ing the seat in parliament^ and the reward by 
which he expe6led the obligation to be can- 
celled ; — the Colonel did not wait to hear 
any more before he vehemenftly- inquired, 
'^ Whether his father intended to accept a 
gratification of his own wishes, at the ex- 
'pence of his happiness ? — If it is your wish," 
he cried, " to see me- live, give me Amica !" ^ 

'' But suppose," returned the knight, ^^ I 
should promise to give you something better 
worth your having ?" 

The Colonel inquired, '' What there could 
possibly be in life of which the possession 
was more desireabje ?" 

" Are not rank and consequence more de- 
sireable," replied Sir Benjamin, '^ than any 
other consideration ? You have always been 
of that opinion yourself till now." 

" What can you say to bring me back to 
that opinion?" inquired the Colonel. 

Sir Benjamin smiled with inward exulta- 
tion at the apparent avowal which ha4 beea 
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contained in the last question advanced by 
his son^ that there still might exist a possibi- 
lity of exaltation of rank, outweighing the 
power of love in his heart; indeed it was an 
event which he did not doubt vvould take 
place, as &oon as he could gain the Colonel's 
hearing to the proposal which he meant to 
ofier to his consideration ; for he had ever 
perceived, that authority in life, was the pas- 
sion which amidst the numerous ones that 
swayed his heart, ranked as the superior ia 
power. 

'^ Why," replied Sir Benjamin, " the plan 
which I have devised for the advancement of 
myself and my family; and in proje6iing 
which I can assure you I have been princi- 
pally a6iuated, by my desire of seeing you, 
my only son, not only a happy man, but a^ 
great one, is this — to accept Sir Jasper's 
offer of the seat in parliament, and to ex- 
pend the money which an ele6lion would 
have cost me, in another way/* 

" How so. Sir ?" asked the Colonel. 

^' Why thus," returned his father, '' I have 
had pretty broad hints, that although one 
cannot go with a purse of gold in one's hand 
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to buy such a thing as one may say, still by 
means of money and friends, I might very 
soon jget myself made aybaronet — what do 
you think of that, eh Charles^^ — a baronet! 
— well then, I would make a condition now 
with Sir Jasper, that in case of. such an 
honour happening to me, he should transfer 
the borough to you-:— what do you say to 
that ? — you yourself a parliament-man ; — I 
a baronet — and jou, and your sons, and 
your son's son*« sons >for ever and aye, heirs 
to the title : — in which case you must perr 
ceive, that instead of marrying Amica for^ 
love, it will immediately become your busi- 
ness to form a connexion with some family 
of distin6lion which may, by its rank and 
power, add to the consequence and interest 
of your own : — what think you of ray plan ? 
— Is it not an admirable one ?*' 

Our readers have already had our reasons 
for not detaining them upon the dialogue 
which preceded Sir Benjamin's explanation^ 
and we think that those readers whom we 
most wish to please, will be equally satijsfied 
with a summary account of the re-uniott of 
ftentiment between, a father and a soa whose 
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miiids are unacquainted wkh the value of 
such gratifications as are a credit to the feel- 
ings of those who possess them ; but who in 
their passage through life pass heedlessly by v 
its golden honours in the pursuit of those 
tinsel illusions which dazzle the senses, but 
cannot refle6l honour on the heart ; — ^suflfice 
it, therefore, to say, that as the father had 
' predifiied, the idea of precipitately becoming 
; the heir of a baronet and a member of par- 
' liament himself, gave an entire turn to the 
feelings of the son, which impjediately 
banished all recoU^ion of his love fo^^i^ica 
from his heart. — He was so well acquainted ^ 
with his father's concerns as to know that he 
could not afford both the expences of a con* 
tested ele6lion, and the purse of gold which 
was adroitly to be expended upon another 
Venture, and accordingly in order to secure 
to himself and his family these two good 
things, he without one pang of regret freed 
his heart from the trammels of love> to sur- 
render it at the shrine 'of ambition. 

Sir Benjamin having made a convert of 
his son to his inclinations, proceeded in the 
fulness of his joy to a closet scene with his 
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wife ; at which having imparted to tier a his- 
tory of such events as she had before been 
unacquainted with^ he squeezed her hand^ 
leaving in it a hundred pound note^ which 
he told her he wished her to expend in the 
purchase of a lace veil, an article of dress, 
which he considered would1)e very becoming 
to her small features ;^ and begging her as a 
return for his kindness to exert all her autho- 
rity with Arnica^ to induce her to accept 
the hand of Sir Jasper; he chucked her 
under the chin ; gave her two or three hearty 
kisses ; and left her. 

The liberality of Sir Benjamin's present ; 
the civility of the compliment he had paid 
her in his augurations of a veil being be- 
coming to her features ; and above all the 
kisses, disposed her Ladyship most seriously 
to second the wishes of her husband ; and 
being already in her heart a friend to the alli- 
ance of Sir Jasper with her daughter, she 
experienc<pd no constraint in ranking on the 
side of 6er husband's inclinations. 

Accordingly having locked up her bank 
note in a smaHcabinet of her own, which 
stood by the side of her bed, and which had 
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never contained such a sum sinc^ its mistress 
' had been metamorphosed into a kuight's 
wife, she sent a ipessage to Amica, request- 
ing to see her in her dressing-room. 

As we are acquainted what were her 
sentiments with regard to her daughter's 
union with the Baronet, and also know 
what were Amica's on that point, it is un- 
necessary to give a detail of her Ladj-^ 
ship's opening to the conversation, or of 
the reluSiance with which Amica listen- 
ed, and replied to her arguments in its 
favour* 

" What is there,'* cried her Ladyship, after 
the subje6l had been some time discussed be- 
tween them, " that you can objefii to in Sir 
Jasper, more th^fia his being old ; and sup- 
^ pose he is a little in years, what of that, is 
not age honourable ?" 

" It is always in the power of age to render 
itself so," replied Amica, '' and gjreat is then 
the respefil which it deserve^— but when it 
makes itself contemptible by such follies, 
not to give them a harsher name, as are the 
,/** daily praSice of Sir Jasper, it casts even a 
refle6lion upon those who espouse its 
cause/* 
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" Thank you for the comph'ment/' replied 
her Ladyship^ '' for I suppose that was meant 
«it me. Miss — but, however," she added, her 
tone softening from the high pitch in which 
she had expressed the former sentence, '^ I 
do allo^'' has many comical ways with 
him; \ . .lever raiud that; if you can but 
make up your mind to endure with him for a 
little while, you may rely on soon becoming 
a widow^ for it is impossible that any body 
can live long, that ^ats, meat in the nfght; 
and such loads of Cayenne pepper ; and i* 
always taking one quack medicine or ano- 
ther/' 

" My dear Madam,*' returned Arnica, 
'rcan you conceive me so debased in feeling, 
that I could marry a man, of whose death I 
should feel desirous, even before I suffered 
him to lead me to the altar?" 

" Fiddle faddle !" cried Lady Buckhurst. 
" if an old gentleman chooses to marry a 
yqujog Miss, he cannot expe6l her to love 
him as well as if he-;rere a man of her own 
age; — that's his look out." 

'" But does it not," returned Arnica, 
*^ become a young woman herself rather to 
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marry a man of her own age, foe whom she 
can entertain the affe6lion due to a hus- 
band?" 

'' You mean that fellow Stanton/' cried 
her Ladyship, ^' but it is of no manner of use 
whatever your bringing up him to me, for 
once again, and for the last time I tell you, 
you never shall have my consent to marry 
him, and that's enough : it would not hurt 
me more to see you begging your bread, 
than married to such a nobody ; I desire I 
may never l^iar liis name again ; you'll dis- 
oblige me excessively if I do." 

*' I obey you. Madam," returned Arnica; 
^' may I in return request a reciprocal in- 
dulgence of you, not to mention Sir Jasper 
Wormeaton to me ?" 

'^ Upon my word," cried her Ladyship, 
^' a pretty pass the times are come to, when 
children want to enter into agreements with 
their parents ! fine audacious doings truly ! 
but I shall enter into no such a covenant I 
promise you ! You talk of the fineness of 
ypur feelings ; don't let the fifth command- 
ment slip your memory ; and I tell you, you 
will both disobligej and disboaour me, most 
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exceedingly/ if you have not the jvisdom 
shortly, and very shortly too, to admit the 
visits of Sir Jasper as your intended husband : 
you are mine, and, therefore, you are bound 
to be guided in all things by me ; I am Sir 
Benjiimin's, and it exa6lly becomes me to be 
ruled in like manner by him ; he says, it 
will be for tlie honour and glory of us all, 
that ycu should marry Sir Jasper; and, there- 
fore, I say with him, that marry him you 
shall !*' 

Fortunately for Arnica, the entrance of 
Sir Fenjamin with a couple of gentlemen 
v/ho were come to sup with him, put a period 
to the conversation, and freed her from some 
portion of those disagreeable feelings which 
she would at the present jun6lure have expe- 
rienced, had she been constrained to have 
supped with her mother and Sir Benjamiq^ 
without the relief of any fourth person: at 
as early an hour as propriety would permit 
her to retire, she went to her chamber, where 
her mind derived infinite consolation from 
refle6ling on what had passed between 
herself aud Lady Dellaval, a few even-, 
iogs before,-—'^ When sha and Mr. Leu- 



i^itzer return/' thought Arnica^ '' all my 
cares will be at an end!*' — How short- 
sighted are mortals ! how far was she from 
suspe6ling what the morrow was fated to 
bring forth ! 
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CttAPTER XXnl 

Chaos comes again. 

jL he morning opened ^itli the arrml ol* 
Mr. Wilfort the jeweller^ from Oxford-street^ 
\¥ho came to announce to Sir Benjamin^ 
that he had found a jeweller in the citj^ of 
\irhom the diamond sprig had been purchased^ 
for the unlawful possession of which the two 
offi^nders were now held in custody to take 
their trial at the ensuing sessions. ^'The 
city jeweller^'' he added^ '' had recognised 
the diamond ornament the moment it had 
been shewn to him, and voluntarily offered td 
swear that it had been manufaBured for him 
by his own workmen^ within the space of 
the last three months/^ 

The family had not been long seated at the 
break&st-table^ where Sir Benjamin was 
recounting to them the report of the jeweller^ 
when a note accompanied by a small box. 



were brought to Amics^, who perceiyiQg tb^t 
he^ name was wrongly spelt . in the dire£iidn>. 
inquired of John^ '^ IF he knew whence they 
came ?** 

He replied, '' That the girl who- baii 
brought them was waiting in the hall for aa 
answer, and that he believed her to be the 
Aune who had let. Arnica into such jet house ia 
4ueh a street in the vicinity of Leicester- 
square, on the day he had attended her in h^ 
walk/' 

Not doubting from John's account^ that 
they came from Madame Le Blanc> and 
dreading. lest her mother should know that 
they did so^ in her confusion she forbore either 
to open the note^ or to make any comments 
upon its receipt. 

^' Whose house could you have any busi« 
ness to go to in fiuch a street?" exclaimed 
Lady Buckhurst. You may have more 
clandefltical laffurs on your hands^ besides the 
one I already know of; and I insist on seeing 
that note/' 

To have refined compliance would have 
been to own herseXgiiiUy, she accordingly 
taid, " I have couiuiilt'^d .:; > t-rime, v,i.C there- 
o 2 
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fore I cuiinot fear the exposure of niy 9e^ 
tions/' and with these words^ sbe brokc^tbb 
seal^ and with a trembling hand put the paper 
into that of her mother. Its contents were 
these: 

^' MADAM ? 

" I HAVE been so fortu<)ate ds to learn your 
'' name and place of abode from the womaa 
'' of the house where I lodge^ who saw you 
" leave my apartment ; the means I have of 
'^ shewing my gratitude to you for your 
" kindness and liberality are very slender, but 
'^ I hope you will not deem impertinent the 
'* liberty I take of begging your acceptance 
*' of the artificial bouquet which accompanies 
'' this. 

'' Your very humble servant, 
" Antoinettjb Le Blanc/' 

"What!" cried Lady Byckhurst, '^ Le 
Blank and artificial flowers ! Yes, yes, this 
must be the wife of that audacious French 
fellow that wounded the Colonel. And can 
it be possible that you have been such a sim- 
pleton-^-such an ungrateful simpleton as to 
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igonear her house, or to do any thing for her, 
after what had p&ssed between Sir Benjamia'i) 
son and her husband ?" 

'* An: afilion like the one' I have performed. 
Madam, requires no disguise," replied Arnica. 
^' I called upon Madame Le Blanc, at the 
request of Mr. Leuwitzer, with a small pre- 
sent which he sent to her by ,me/' 

•'^ And so Mr. Leuwitzer sets himself up to 
reward those that insult the Bu£khursts> 
does he?" exclaimed Sir Benjamin. ''I 
could not have thought it of him I'm sure; 
but I'm glad I know it, I shall be prepared 
how to deal with him when he cornea back to 
England: I'll tell him of it I promise you." 

^* If you don't I will," cried her Ladyship : 
then turning to the servant, she addled, '' Did 
you not say there was a girl waiting, John?" 

^'Yes, Ma'am-" 

^' Take dowa her box to her again, and tell 
her to go about her business directly." 

'^ May not I, Madam, be allowed to send 
some message back with the box," said Arni- 
ca: " only a message, if you do not choose I 
should accept the flowers?." 

John waited for his lady's reply to this, 
request, which she conveyed to him in th^se 
03 
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"inrords^ ^'60 d6wn this mstant with tbt box> 
^^I jou ? and obey me when I speak to 
you/' 

^' If you* really le^ve iiiie^ Madun^ as you 
profess to do/' said Atnica^ ^'you must love 
me the more for peiforming the will of him 
'through whom I am restored tb you." 

Sir Benjamin^ with the readiness of autbo* 
titatiye vulgarity^ rented many inve£lives 
against the benevolent German for inter- 
fering^, as he considered his' charity tb the 
Le Blancs to be^ in the affatrsof his family* 
and her Ladyshipj taking her idieas from her 
husband^s^ poured out up^ii Amica yoliies of 
rebuke for her uodutiiulnessw 

This controversy was by no neans con- 
cluded^ thou^the gentle Amicai sat weaft^r^ 
ing the stoi«k like a shorn lambc; when^ fuel- 
was added to the flame of ire altaeady kiitdled 
againsChef inthe br^i^tsof her motUeilatid 
Sir Benjampii* 

Whilst it had been the intention: of fhe 
ColoaeS tapeiscfveie in his suit to Arnica^ Sir 
Benjamin had^ ip compKanee with bis re* 
quests given orders £br no letters^ being carried 
4mt of hiif house ia- the post without being 
first bv(Hi||h^ to hm> for inspe^ion. Tbi« 



ffrdar he liad fofgo«fea^ to repeal sinee the 
efaange of politics in h» fiuBoly bad< taken 
place; and* accoidiagl^f a couple, of letters 
whicb.Ainiea bad' sent into the kitefaen bf 
hef niakt fbr th& purpew of being from 
thence conveyed to 4he post, were now 
brought to him by the butler; wbo^ as he 
laid them down before bis'inaster, informed 
him why he had done so. 

''Aye, it don't signify: it i^^.of no conse^ 
ijfucnce/' cried Sir Benjamin. "Taketbent 
away," 

''Stop!** cried' ber Lady^ip, ''I say^ 
give them to me!" for in the direction of one 
of these letters, she had unfortunately seen the 
jiame of Maurice Stanton. 

The butler obeyed, and left the room. 

*' So you have been writing to him. Miss," 
said her Ladyship, *' notwithstanding the 
discourse we had about him together last 
night! and also to 1V&. Leuwitzer?— Hum! 
verywiell, these letters shall go when you are 
Sir Jasper's wife." 

Her Ladydhip bad placed the letters^ before 
her upon the table: Arnica snatched theioi 
both up, and threw them into the middle of 
the fire. She then said, '^ About these lettersr^ 
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Madam^ I must submit to your will; but the 
wife of Sir Jasper I never will be;" and on-- 
able to suppress her tears, she hurried out of 
t)ie room, and went to her own chamber. 

"There's obstinacy for you!" cried Sir 
Benjamin. 

^' I can't think what I am to do to persuade 
her to it/' replied her Ladyship. " I ghall 
soon lose all power over her, if she chooses to' 
a6i undutifully and oppose me; for next 
month you know, next month she is of age/ 
and then she will be her own mistress." 

^' If she does not marry bin), 1 shall wish I 
tad never seen her — or you either!" ex- 
claimed Sir Benjamin : '' and you may live 
to know as much perhaps:" and with this 
afiefiionate declaration he left her. 

Her Ladyship continued sitting by tlie 
breakfast-table in no very enviable situation 
of mind; fits of anger, sorrow, and vexation, 
by turns filling her heart : and how long she 
would have re^lained indulging her reflec- 
tions is uncertain, as they were broken in 
upon by John, who entered the apartment to 

a,nnounce a most unexpeSed visitor.-^^ 

*' There is a person below who wishes to speak 
toyou^ Madam; and who desires me. tuia- 
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form you that her name is O'Kouke/" said 
John. . 

'' I never beard such a name in my life/' 
replied' her Ladyship. *' Who is «he ?— 
What is she?--- What does she want?*' 

"You have seen her. Madam/* returned 
John : '' she is the Irish mother of Mrs. 
Flap, the milliner in Old Bond-street/* 

^' I shan't admit the woman/' cried her 
JLadysbip« '' Tell her I ain't at home/' 

John returned in a few minutes with in* 
formation that Mrs. O'Rouke declared, "If 
her ladyship was not at home, she would 
\¥ait till she did come home, for she li^d 
something of the utmost consequence to 
impart to her/' 

" Well then, I suppose I must see her," 
returned her Ladyship; " so tell her to come, 
tip."' 

In a couple of minutes Mrs. O'Rouke 
obeyed the summons, by appearing in the 
drawing-room. Slie was a. woman in whose 
person there was not one feminine grace* 
Jier stature was above the common height of 
females; her bones were extremely large and 
prominenjt ; her skin almost of an olive 
Ajolour; her eyes full of penetration and iaso« 
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Wee; and her chedb daubed mtb^wugse^; 
en her head she wore a round hat in every- 
respe6); resembling a man's ; and the rest of 
her person was enveloped ia a brown cloth 
pelisse^ trimmed with bear's' dun. 

Lady Buckhurst rose to receive her^tha; 
she might not be imier the necessity of asking 
her to sit As her Ladyship had no debts at 
the shop, of which dbe could suppose this 
woman to be come to demand the payment; 
she could oiify judge tfaat^her vifltt-bO](« some 
reference to Jarvisi Blocks marriagie with her 
daughter. 

'' Your Ladyship's Borocat^''^ said , Mrs^ 
O'Rouke; which words^ spoken in a tontsr 
uniting vulgarity and a strong smack of the 
Itish brogucj she acco^pattled* with sb reVe<* 
rence which wa« neither bo^w^ nor couyllesy> 
but partook of the natMre of both. 

Lady Buckhurst aeknowiedged tl^it she 
perceived her entrance^ by a^ slight inclina* 
tion of her head^ whilst on her cotm^nance 
was eloquently written the inquiry ofi 
^' What do you want with me?" 

'^You are no doubt surprised to see me/* 
returned Mrs. O'Rouke; aaad yout'U be more 
fKirprised when I'D be after telling you the 
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r(mon thatbringss me here: I am come to 
occasion you much disturbance and confusion 
in your family I can promise you; but J 
consaive it my duty^ and therefore I think 
nothing of the matter. You'd better be 
seated^ for we'll be a pretty while bringing 
the matter to an explanation/' And with 
these words she placed herself upon a chair 
and motioning to her Ladyship to take one 
by her side^ with which signal however she 
did not immediately comply, Mrs. O' Rouke 
continued^ '' If your affe6)ions are placed 
OH the bit of a young woman that lives 
with you here in this house, and passes 
for your daughter, I'll be very sorry for 
you upon my soul, and also, my dear, for 
the young craiet herself; for certainly it 
is a hard case for people's afie6lions to 
be torn asund(er> v/hen the j^xtirremoveablj/ 
placed upon one another/' 

^'God bless me !" cried Lady Backhurst^ 
^sinking into a chair as she spoke, ''. What is 
it you mean ? db you want to insinuate 
that my daughter has been guilty of any 
a6lion that renders her unworthy of my x^^ 
gard ?" 

■- ■ J 
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" Oh Jasus, DO ! " replied Mrs. O' Roukc, 
** all the saints in father O' MuUinhack'js ca- 
lendar forbid it ! — ^Your own natural begot 
daughter stands alone in tibie world for her 
good qualifications ; Til be bold to say that 
there is not one like her amongst all those that 
resemble her." 

'' No indeed/' said Lady Buckhurst/'" I 
think there are very few resemble my A?» 
mica/' 

" Oh botheration !" cried Mrs. O* R6uke> • 
''but that is the blunder of the business^* 
that I am using all this reBoroe and deli- 
cacy to bring yoo acquainted with; the 
young female crater you are speaking of> 
is no more a daughter of your own^ than 
I am twin-brother to our royal Queen's gra^ 
cious majesty." 

i , '' What !'* exclaimed Lady Buckhurst^ 
r' what's that you say, Amica not my 
daughter ? — Why who can she be^ if she i& 
JiotmyAmy?" , 

'" That's a question/* returned Mrs O* 
JRouke, " myself is not able to answer yoji ; 
Dor is it rnatorial to the business we are 
upon; — I am come to you consarming he'* 
ivho is your daughter^ and not consarning 
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the person who is not she4i— Oh it is a 
dtrange story to be sure, *but 111 be after 
making all the obscurity of the case as 
dare as day*light to you, in a very short pre- 
amble of my own/' 

^" Good Heavens!'' cried Lady Buck- 
hursty scarcely able to articulate through 
surprise, and stilt so anxious that her in- 
quiries forced themselv^. from her lip»^ 
'^ why who then do you mean to tell me, 
is my daughter?" 

" I mane to tell you nothing but the 
truth/' replied Mrs, O' Rouke, '^11 be 
after saying no more than I can proye; 
and you are an unnatural mother if you 
doii't bless me for setting the afiairs of your 
family in an upright posture/' and this 
declaration she followed, by asserting that 
th^ real and true daughter of Lady Buck* 
hurst, was she who has hitherto been 
known to our readers by the name of-— 
Mrs. Flap! 

If vulgar pride ever suffered a complete 

mortification and downfall of its extrava- 

^nt hopes and ideas, such it will doubtless 

be jjlowed must have been the miserable 

'sensation at this moment experienced by 
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Lady Buekh^rst ; — what event could im^ 
gination furnish more poignant to the feel- 
ings of a woman whose sole happiness* in 
Jife consisted in, worldly consequence^ 
than to he told^ that inst^d of heing the 
modier of an all accomplished and &a- 
cittsting girl like Arnica^ her real ofl^ 
spring was a being of the low aTOcalion 
iand manners of Mrs. Flap?-^H)nc whom 
3he had herself seen at the public theatre 
engaged in a loose kind of intercourse with 
the loungers of the lobby;— the nature 
«f whose pretended shop, and whose per- 
sonal charafter were so well known, that 
her friend Lady Cackle had informed her^ 
without reserve, that she was one of those 
whom she termed flftomfno&to;*'— — One, 
to whom she had learnt from Arnica, that 
Colonel Buckhurst had been in the habit 
lof paying visits in the freeest style ;— One, 
of whom her maid Lenox had informed 
her, that even her own dear Sir Benjamin, 
■was reported to have purchased his gloves ; 
and one, who had ultimately pitched up 
her fragile reputation by Ik n^^ia;^ the 
wife of Jarvis Block ^ : "^ ;^ 

This woman »hc v^ 
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ftcknowkdge as her dc^ighter t .Heayens and 
earth ! Mrs. Flap her daughter ! Jarvis Block, 
her soa-in-law ! ! ! — ^the thought was distrac* 
tion ! — the torture of her mind burst from 
her lips ill a leagllieiied groaxi ; in uttering 
i^hich she fiu&k to the ground lA a state 
of insensibility, which afforded her. a short 
relief from ..beridreadful refleSioiis. 
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